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When lying
is O.K,, and
when it’s not

Jonathan Powell

OPINION

LONDOM The revelation that Jared
HKushner, the preskdent's son-in-taw,
attempted to create a secret back
channed to the Russian government in
December has led to & feeding frenzy

in the media: Yet there is nothing
wrong per se with governments” hay-
-unmmnuwwcmﬁﬂw

mﬂlmxmmuﬂp}m& ﬂunknf
the Iran nuclear talks and the Cuba
negotiations under the last Uinited
States admdnistration, both of which
were begun through secrot channels.
I hawve spent the decade sinoe I left
public service constructing such chin-
nels between other s and
armed groups with the aim al ending
ciwll wars. This ks based on my experi-
ence in NMorthern

- Ireland, where 1
Clandestine was the
connections gavernment's
can help bring  chief negotiater.
St The British
intractable g

A gecrel
conflicts. But channel to the
was that what Irish Repubdican
Jared Kushner Aty from 1572

u . onward, even
"““_ - "“’“l_ thaugh Britain
with Russia? Wi ting the

IL.RA. throughout

the guarter-
oeumry that followed. This secret

who was the channel's key conduit,
Brendan Deddy, disd about thres
weaks ago.)

Democratic governments wse such
secret channels because it is very hard
to be seen talking to people who are

murdering your citizens. Unless you
talk to the men with guns and offer
them a political way forward, however,
they are unlikely to stop Gghting

Governments go 1o great lengihs to
dispuise what they are doing. Mr.
Hajnrstmduphlﬂlel-maenﬂ't.wn

said he would never talk to
uwI.BJl that it would turn his stom-
wis

lemder

thank goodness he was, ar there would
have been no peace. When the IR A,
leaked the correspondence in 1003
after that interaction, the Northern
Ireland secretary at the time, Patrick.
Mayhew, was terrified that he would
have to resign for lying to Parliament.
Imstesd, he won support from bath
government and opposition benches
for whst be had done.
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Emmanune] Macron has proven o be more decisive as pregident tham as 8.
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ME. Macron delivering his victory speech before the pyramid in frone of the Lowvre.
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With = firm grip, he sutsheok President Trump's hand at the Growp of 7 meeting.

o
Mr. Macrun pist him on netice over Syria.
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Macron’s presidential bearing

PARIS

After only a few weeks
in office, French leader
projects aura of authority

BY ADAM MOSSITER

Wiadimir V. Putin and ooﬂlmm.si the
formidable French labor unisns — all in
less than three weeks.

Secking to shatter any deubts about
his youthfulness and inexperience,

&ive than the hland

out otes,

Last week, he outshook President
Trump's hand at the Group of 7 summit
meeting, On Monday, in a slap at

fram Kremlin-allied media.
Mr. Macron has politely but firmiy
challenged unions  aboat

He has given fits 1o Franoes esiab-
lished partbes on the right and the left,
poaching personalities for his gowern-
ment from the first and advancing a So-
cialist-unfricndly agenda destabilizing
to the second. Improbably, he will most
likely win a parliasmentary majority in

Junes  elections,  though  skeplics
b ot even i

in the campaign. And he is doing bt with-

eandidates for his new party.

The: enrly impression s a marked con-
trest o the downbeat, relatively infor-
mal style of his predecessor, Frangois
Huoltande, ﬂ&l‘tﬂaﬂ for his “litle jokes"
with the media and desire to

Mr Putin Lo his face, sbout

weapons in Syria on Monday, in the de-
liberately chosen grandiose seting al
Verzallles. In the news conference Sat-
urday after the Group of 7 meeting in

opment, withoat Mr, I-!ulbnndc’xcusm
ary hems, haws and Brtle smiles,

Mr. Macron aEsertiveness,
telling reportess, foc ingtance, that he
had insisted 1o Mr. Trump how “indis-

pensable” it was for “America’s reputi-
Hon™ that be stick to the Paris climate
L

man at the top giving the orders — “and
putting & certain distance between him-
Sedf and the press" said Laurent Bouvet,
A political sclentisr at the Universicy of
‘Wersallles

“You can also see it in the stage-get-
ting of the presidency — the night of his
ebection,” when Mr. Macron spoke from
the great courtyard of the Lowvre, “and
in the reception of Putin” at Versaidlkes in
amdmmmmmmlum
triumphs, Mr Bouver coatinwed
MACRON, PAGE 4

Blind spots
in Trump’s
rant against
Germany

WASHINGTON

Trade deficit complaint
overlooks jobs created
in U.S. by automakers

BY MARK LANDLER

The last tme relations between the

Uimited States and Furope wene this bad

— in the spring of 2003, during the build-
he.

MNow, P‘rmdtnl'!hmuhasﬁlnvﬂithc
forrdla, punishing Germany while
Iargely ignoring France. (His
seems

bo Fussia

mm"iesamllnewm:ﬂtew Bush of
2008.5

The difference this time is trade. Ger-
many runs a chronic, yawning trade sur-
plus with the United States, which
Trump administration officials say Ger-
rsany has widened by exploiting a weak
EUFD L PUE ATerican exparts at 8 disad-
wvantage. That, more than differences
over MATO, Russia or climate change, Is
driving a wedge betwean the two coun-
tries.

“We bove a MASSIVE trade deficis
with Germany, nlus“wym?hk LESS
thon they should on MATO & militery”
M. Trump said on Twitter an
marning. “Very bad for TLS. This will
change.”

But the president’s campuign against
Germany, while accurate om  the
satistics, overbooks the: benefits in the
German-American trade relatbonahip,
and owverstates Berlin's ability to do
mwch about it

German companies employ roaghly
700,000 people in the United States. Car-
makers ke BMW and Mercedes-Benz
have huge American assembly plants,
which export vehicles to China and Lat-
in America. BMWs factory in Spartan.
CERMANY, PAGE 4

Home cooks shine during Ramadan
s 3
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Daily fast duﬁng ho-li-day
brings joys of food into
focus for many Muslims

BY TEJAL RAD
Farmnansm the Oavars of Ramas-

way, soaking the cake in a floral-scented
sugr syTup while it's still warm from
the oven, and cutting it into diamomnd-

Fulfill everyone's cravings after a long
davy of Ensting.”

In the United Stares, Ramadan began
on Friday, snd on sau.u‘da)- in other

days, mamy of the LE billion Muslirms
around the world will fast, eating esch
evening efter the sun goes down amd
squeezing in a predawn meal bafore it
rises again.

“While my tummy is rumbling, it's
drawing me closer to my faith,” said Ms.
Sant, 28

Fasting rmay sound strenusous, srad il
k=, bt it'8 also an act of devorion during
a month filied with immense joy, culmd-
nating in the feasts of Eid al-Fitr. There's

veryone’s standing arol

picking Ermnmusunepkanmsndﬂ!ﬂly
you get & surge of energy,” said Malike
Amean, 42, a cookbook author and pas-
try chef, “Everyone is chatty and smil-
ing with the anticipation of dinner”

Mz, Ameen's lather immigrated 1o the
RAMADAN, PAGE 2

Inman
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Freight too blg for roads or rails

WATERFORD JOURNAL
WATERFORD, NLY.

Storied Erie Canal makes
small rebound in shipping
for odd and oversize cargo

BY JESSE MOKIMLEY
It has been 200 years since & corps of

pated 85 & recreationsl byway, drawing
plessare boats, Mehing lnes ard the oo-
casfonal canal Fam.

Lavety, however, there has been & curi-
u;a:’agh!dnnathnmamnndm
o x -

msdltﬂmtlsal‘umrmmbheml-
lions of tons of cargo the canal regularly
hnfkhndhrmgﬁ:ﬂﬂlnﬂuﬂyﬂm
centuries
Unliice the fromtier farm gosds thas
nnh:uﬂdmtmmuht_ﬁumnew
aften have o
erm feel Mha\tmlmﬂr_ﬂﬂml
transformers and urbines, Navy sooar
And huge o SUp-
port the m‘mrk \I-'lwel..l POWETINE
End.m whaai belng bullt on Staten 15—

Company
Irerw & wWhen ping eipht million bottbe af
beer 6t & tme.

Like many of the other iems seen
lasely alosg v canal, the 1anks sne sim-
Py too big for the roads or rails, the com-
pany says. 50 the tanks bobbed their
way nbout 23% miles on four barges: o
mmmummmnpwmlw
for canal — and beer —

Tl emsranius bier ks, headed 1o the G

The chief executive of the New

‘sconomic activity in the state,

524 mnne}‘-luslni rru.les af them,
ciilet executive of

su{!!:l.llm’!d:lﬂ Inaﬂil:m.
=This Thomas

history”
a ael.r-deaafh-ed fam of

which operntes the state's canals — all

Home cooks

An iftar may be as elshorate as (he
trusfBle-laden on dEsplay in the
dnimg rocen AL the Four Seasorss Resont
inm Dubal, in the United Arab Emérabes,
or as skmple &= chicken and rice, passed
out free on paper plaies at & mosgue,

baalk.
diabyecs resdy (0 heat up can minmine
the time spest hungry, oo fragrant
kitchen, when there are hours to go be-
fore the day’s first bite.

By abowt 3, yon start 1ohis & wall nod
you wish you didn't have ta be around

Erui salad made from what's ripe.
that day snd in sesson, sl marinaed

“We eat 8 ot of watermelne” Ms.
Amneen sald of & [Fu she uses 1o make
the chast. “You're so dehydrated, (s 8
ik way to get bquid inte your bede

Diahi vedn alse appears throughowt
ﬂmmmﬂnmwmmmkﬂlmn
cool samce of yogurt and o sccomsd af
sweet-somr tamarind. [t's o dish that ber
hn.ﬂymmumtcf,wuﬂm
ut]m(.undult‘:gml]:.h:d.
imasted, crisbed

e & park snd pew 8 regulary
0k,

“There may not be & High Line kdea
wmmlemm My Quinionss.
said, “but arg sections

whﬂvwmlﬂmnhEHei'
Gov. Andrew M. Cooma has repent

Peraian soup.

York University’s Islamic Cenber. The
CENLET SArves o mearly 300 people
each evening. with catering from res-
taurants such as Soud Spat in
ord Fotima's Halol Kitchen in Crueens.

“It's hard to put imo proctice, of
vourse” Mr. Jaffer said “We save up to
eat &l expensive cestauranis, we think
bt food snd what mes] is nest, but
the kdeais thal tsere's a time for et bus
it’s mod the end goal of e

Theugh net all Muslims chocse to
Tast, budnal.umccrlhthl:Pﬂl.wso‘r

: many are connected by it
‘each year
“It's & test of our willpower, .mm
spéritual
Jaffer said

Famadan is the minth mongh of the 1s-
lamic fusar calendar, and this year it
fals @t fhe cail erd of apeing and e be-
EEnnEng of susnmer in e United States.

stmetch cat, long amd bat.

Mapasr L (2]
edly cited the upstate econceny as o pri-
ority, imchding the state’s alcobaol indus-

Feco-hrewery
wl.nieume Eovermar's office deccribes as
“a FuFlainable destination for Browing,
tasting and learning about beer”
Bzt the shipment has not come with-
out oriticism, inchading objections to the
marmmwnndﬂwumdnch

tram F

mesien, which makes ssmilar tanks.

“The last plaos Bew York State should
Tber taking ts business is China sasd As-
semblyman Anthosy Brindisi, a Demo-
erat freen Utica. “Decisims ke this ane

Equip-
nﬂﬂ! mmapmmmlmei-‘nmm
the canal, chanted at the pasalng barges
iagt wook, upsed that thedr company kad

whuhumpnu mmmm

tough: & range of crsmchy w

eazing withp

momey on Chinese equipmendt.

fomnd i = float along.
FPaul Coffey bronght his thres: hil-
iren tnsee the enter Lock 2 at Wa-

shme to break the Ramadan fast

ums
l"mmmhmw“mmm.“mm.m “mhmuﬁlmwm

who is expectmg a child over the sam-
meer, willl mot fase this year; young chil
dren, pregnant warmen and albes athelts.
ar the umwell are not expected 1o do sa.)

“It's a big charge e go from three
ieveals & day and snacks i fasting, aed
Al of B sudden Ut sl coening
" eaidd Mark Mattson, chief of the Lak-
oratory of Meurosclences at the Ma-
on AgIng, who

side for a day. [ think it's so geoerous
that they want to fully embrace and en-
page” she said

Ekipping food and drink Sor well over
2 bours can put atress oo the body
which mmediately struggles agaiss
detiydration and Munger
| Tany people aiwlm_mmbmu

‘Honal
the cifects of fnsting.
=Tust likos b rx takes o whille for your car-
3

nﬂpmmtbemnn{uuuz,m:

W smang e averale g papalating the Frie Cansl.

berford, just north of Albany, where a se-
rhes af lockes 1ift — o bower — boats into
of the

M Coffey, & New York history bulf

50 years
Fq.-nd.":hrru:ir‘:ju:lm

She found the spimach recips an o ha-
lal food blag, an adagitation of the ltaban
chef  Antonic  Carloccie™s  gresn
damplings. It was ides] for breaking the
faar a1 bome the way she lived, with
conforting beod she could warm up asd
eat im smoll doses (hroughout the
avening.

“You're so worrted ghoot bow hungey
youTe going to get. you end up esting
way ton mmch and ibs uncomiartable.”
she sadd. mmimm

Surfer
created first
magazine
for the sport

JOHN SEVERSOM
E3F-2017

EY RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

John Severson, s pomoer al medern surf
culture who founded Surfer magazine in

Lahaina on the Hewaiian islaid of Maui
Hie was B3
Blis  wife, Lowise, said he had

uksmEs.
Surfing was & niche sport in America
surfed

He believed that the popalar portray-
‘al of surfing spawned &n image that lad
to municipal restrictions on serious
wave riders.
“The Gidget-inspired kids wanted &
g0 sarfing, or at keast be a part of this
culture,” Mr. Seversan ne-
d.l.bdlnhs!l]ﬂbmk‘.]nhnw

“"[‘I.elr role medels were Faollywood

msagarice from 1568 101572, saidis an in-
terview Sarurday that be viewed Mr
Beverson, who preceded him as s edi-
texr, 8 “the Thrst (0 reat surfing ss & wor-

was o ‘surd media’ no suel ndusiry’
s mo "sur ouliure” — &t least mod inthe

ing in moture*

“There's this whole force of meoving
‘waber, and as you ride, you harmess this
weanber,” b Lodd Lhe coml culture
ATsARpAiie

m‘rimea in 2014,
o magnzine thrived, and by the
qrb'mhthmlh-wt

100,000 resders
and plentifal advertising, Bug his pub-
ii abligations wene ng ex-
cesgively consuming, and he wes con-
Fromeed by restrictions oa bis fevarice
suarfing

Presidenl Richard M. Mixon Had
haouaght an ME Sawer-

wark, o ride bif waves and to relas with
his family:

His flims mcluded “Surf” “Surf 5a-
M"‘Em’chwr'nndperhuPﬂmtw
tahly “Pucific Vibrations.” The posters

Last year was Ms. A
IlmlgmNzw\'m'k.'F‘u“qlmbﬂ'

fur them b
e,

Licenerz=tic
Tassting is the same,” he mld.l:m take
wesks, Of N Some cases up 0 & menth,
Tz thi Bady bo sdapl Lo more reabriclad
tire windows for food.

Toand herselfl alane b-u-uee_u work and

ane's mwmﬂ

Eette Eritters” shi sadd, using & term for

days
~Iwill make 5 b =xind. ¥ day, and
that is mot negotinhle,” said Ms. Sanh,

wrh-
drawal and waves of fabigee. (Ms Saab,

Angther crazy Ramadan, i@
was spinach halls"

doezn't like dstes,
umhbetnld But in the aand in

Mr s "Surf BeBop,” a semi-
abstract painting of surfers loanging on
a beach, which appeared on 8 1063 cover
of Barfer, was cited by Commmdcstion

moved ko San Clemente when he was 13

ar sa.,
He majored in art education =t Loog

the spirst of the meath, she found et i

genwrosity of & stranger,
the small ard beautiful kisdness, She
abe

=1 abways folt fike surfing belonged oo
averyons,” he told The Times in 2004,
“nat the guy with the most moneyx*
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Monks defy Myanmar authorities

HONG KONG

Hard-line group accused
of promoting sectarian
violence is unrepentant

BY MIKE [VES

In the wake of r:s]-l:me aktacks and

brawls that huve shaken Myan-
mars amd most oosen t=n
Eity, the asthorilies
are img up A o hard-

the comntry by July 15. Bt also said that
1o organization e ullerwedt

denocratic coOuRtry SIrugElng to shake
off the westiges of miliiary rule.

Ma Ba Tha's beaders, howewer, re-
sponded with a definnt shrug.

“We are not sure whether we will fiol-
low this order or mot” said
Tharwe Chun, a member of Ma Ba Tha's
Central Execative Committes, echi

i comments by his sy
week 1f we wishto, we will. 1f we deoa't,
we WL

promoating

its siatements — which often gowiral an

social media — have cleacly fueled 3L
“¥ion can be Full of kindness. and love,

sl

isl msonk, Ashin Wirathu, said in a 2003
sermn, referring 1o Muslims.

Analysts say the Buddhst suthorinys

macracy, party led by the
MNobel Peace Frize Derw Aumg
Sam Suis Kyi

The eot’s crackdown an Ma

M5, Aumg Sam Suu Kyi from righus advo-
cates aversens wiho have criticized her
Insbility — or perhaps urwillingmess —
o curh  state-sanctioned  violonce
against Rohingyn who lve in western
Byanmar.

However, the analysts ssid, i@ eould

wity of Oxtord who stidies religion nnd

The stranatienalist momk Ashin Wirsthes,

politica in Myanmax, sald of Ma Ba Tha

Popular support for Ma Ba Tha cid

nat fnurt ME. Aang San Suu Kyi's party in

Myanmars 2018 general of Iov.ucm thl:

first gince the end of milienry rule,
warbed

Do

port {8 £0 “Ertieukae an altersative dis-

course of protecting and promoting the

Buddhist refigion that doesnT reqaire

srpullnguuhnu.
state-run Baoddhist authority's

cemter,
mnd love, but you canmed sieep nexdt to o mad dog.” be has sadd, referring te Nuslima.

A A P THE R S TS
in 2013, =¥ou can be full of dodness

Miay 25 directive cams two weeks after a
rabd 0w A Muoslim peighborhood in Yos-
g by Buddhist vigilamtes who woro

waere hiding there illegally Ther= is o
ndvzwmuymlhn.lm)-
hingyn are ibegal immigrants from
Banglsdesh, of whwether their
Eamnifies have Bved in Myanmar for ges-
erations.
The rabd bad (o street clashes hetween
Buddhists and Musiims, & raricy in Yoan-
eem; and lefi of beast ane person mjured.

LET TRarE
0 lute April after pretasts by supponicrs of fa Ea Tha, & group led by Bard-lng monks.

weere charged with Encibement 1o oomsmit
viclence.

Sectarian tensions have been espe-
ciully high in Myanmar since I:na tall,
whan Rehingya militangs killed nine po-
lice afficers a1 a border pose in Rakhine,

Higare aecusations of Fighta wolarions by
BMyanmar’s Army and security forces,
In another potential blow to religious
harmeony, U Ke M, 8 Mostim wyer and
A top sdviser o the Mationsd Leage for
Democracy, wos shat and kdlled ourside
Yangon's internationsl airport in Jama-
ary, in what 1o be o politicad ns-
sassination. Mr. Ko Mihad been wm-.k.l.:u;
on a plan o replace Myanmar's mili-
Constitution with oo that

would sirip the miliiary of its palitical
porwers.

The order on May 3 by the state-con-
trolled Buddiist conumities Is the latec
imi A Berbes of moves by the coumiry's reli-
gious suthorities w mgnins:
Bn Ba Tha's in| s, for

gy's moves o clamp down an Ma

Kabul bombmg kills scores, shakmg Clty center

HABUL, AFGHANISTAN

B MUJIE MASHAL
AND FAHIM ABED

least 20 pecple and wounded Bundneds,
olficials sail. The death toll seenmed cer-
taln to rise, and the aithck appeansd 1o
be ome of the bloodiest of the long AR
Ehan war,

The huge hlast daring the morning
rash hour cnzsed pasic in meadh of cen-
trul Kabul, shattering windows s far as
n mile awey. Mearly two hours after the
explnsion  mesr  Zanbo a
crowded area in the capital that beads o
the presidentiad palace as well a5 major
foreign embassies, plamses of smake

the blast, and it was
uncloar whether the embassy lmd-bo!:n

tarpeted. A
the Taliban =aid they were not behind
the atteck
President Ashrsf Ghani called the at-
tack “a crine against humanity” A seabe-
ment by Ges. Tobn W, Nichnlson JE, the
comamander of American and Morih Al-

e " e glateenent
Thers Wis & sy .
from the United States-

runming high amoog
Lhe Adghan securily fonces sl the scene.
Intelfgence afficers closely checked the

paperwork of emergency workers shut-

Afver the biast, emergency persoomel tried

tling herwesn the blest sise and tha hos-
um.mmgmmwmhmmﬁ
a

low-ap attack,
At ome point, after a senior police offi-

other Bur the situston was quickly

sod,
The sheer scale of the blast was mla-
it was nat umy
u—uh.mhmgm
) nfr.'he

wd. In 2085, a
the Shah

Ba Tha's activities. "We don't need Ma
Ba The" because Myanmar slready has
an official Buddhist clergy, he sabd. *Tc
will only creats divisiona amoeg
monks.”

Ma Ba Tha was formed in 2003 amd
nemoe by promoting
package of so-called roce and
laws that wese passed by o military
backed givernment just before the 2005

rights groups as discriminaiory twand

Muslima,
After the Buddhist authority's direc-
23, Ma Ba Tha cancelod an

cxtremist mi En
Tha Matthew Smith, the chief ex
ecutive of

Biting song
in Britain
labels May
‘a liar, liar’
As election approaches,

tune demonizing prime
minister is a chart-topper

WY DAN BILEFSEY

The stng hae o catehy chorus and s not-
so-gubale me

“Ehe'd a Har, Bar She's a llar, liae. You

CEN'L LTUEL her, 10, N0, 00, BO,” It §08S, AC-

by enlppets of ite targe,

ariousiy

pootting Mrs. May for her penosived po-
litical MEp-Togping appears bo have
tared die naticonal peood, dn'uhl.nimme

hehind & remnix of Luis Fonsi & Daddy
Yankee's “Despacite,” fesuring Justin
Bicher. (“One Last Time™ by Ariana
, the American pop star whm.u.-
ConcErt was
manth by a suicikde bember, m at
Mo 4) "Liar, Lisr" hes beenm viewed
more I.hnnsﬂ'.l'.ﬂﬂﬂumsm VouTube.
The deenonbng of Mrs. May echoes
thatof aRother polarizing leader, the foe-
mor Conservative minister Mar-

eritieized for 8 series of politienl Usturns.

“We all know politicians lilee
ullrrl.glm. Bl'm little omes,

the

well as a compo
tractors.

ity also caused

nnd1eﬁaun1pod’ﬂ|nmhﬁodaud
e in A wide radiug damaged. Onber

Jawad i ing
from Kabul, and Mebissa Eddy from
Beriin.

thoee “just about managing” o get by,

The song ~Liar, Liar~ s the work of
Capanin Sn, o pwncn.!.l} hu:ll:ﬂcnucm-
bie of Land
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Trump advisers wage
tug of war on climate

WASHINGTON

President to make decision
this week, as he hears from
both sides on Paris accord

BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR
AND DIANE CARDWELL

A divided White House staff, anxious
corporate executives, lawmakers and
foreign leaders are fiercely competing
for President Trump’s ear this week as
he nears a decision on whether to pull
the United States out of the Paris cli-
mate accord, the landmark agreement
that commits nearly every country to
combat global warming.

For a president not steeped in policy
intricacies, the decision is vexing. On
both sides are voices he profoundly re-
spects: chief executives of some of the
world’s largest companies urging him to
remain part of the accord and ardent
conservatives like Stephen K. Bannon,
his chief strategist, and Scott Pruitt, his
Environmental Protection Agency ad-
ministrator, tugging him toward a with-
drawal from the 195-country agreement.

Exxon Mobil’s chief executive, Dar-
ren W. Woods, wrote recently that re-
maining in the agreement would be pru-
dent, part of a nearly united corporate
front. Within the administration, Gary
D. Cohn, the director of the National
Economic Council; the president’s
daughter Ivanka Trump; and his secre-
tary of state, Rex W. Tillerson, say the
United States can remain a party to the
accord even as the administration
moves to eviscerate the Obama-era cli-
mate policies that would have allowed
the United States to meet its pollution-
reduction targets under the agreement.

In a major climate speech Tuesday,
the United Nations secretary general,
Antoénio Guterres, exhorted world lead-
ers to stick to their commitments to the
accord, calling for “increased ambition”
in the face of threats to disengage.

But the voices calling for a clean
break from Paris are no less urgent, tug-
ging at the president’s gut-level in-

“He wants a fair deal for the
American people.”

stincts by arguing that remaining a
party to the agreement would shackle
the American economy and betray his
core supporters.

“Everybody who hates Trump wants
him to stay in Paris. Everybody who re-
spects him, trusts him, voted for him,
wishes for him to succeed wants him to
pull out,” said Grover Norquist, an anti-
tax activist who had earlier posted on
Twitter the “Top 5 reasons USA should
withdraw from Paris ‘climate’ debacle.”

Mr. Trump said on Twitter last week-
end that he would announce his decision
this week, and White House officials
said the president spoke again Tuesday
with Mr. Pruitt, who is responsible for
unwinding the pollution-reduction ef-
forts the prior administration had put in
place during the negotiations in Paris.

“He wants a fair deal for the American
people,” Sean Spicer, the White House
press secretary, said of Mr. Trump. “He
will have an announcement on that
shortly”

Mr. Trump has given few public indi-
cations of his thinking. Inside the West
Wing, advisers have believed for weeks
that he was inclined to do what he
promised during the campaign: In ral-
lies, he repeatedly vowed to “cancel”
what he called a job-killing agreement.

Mr. Trump’s daughter, however, has
spent the past several weeks making
sure that her father has heard from both
sides, according to an administration of-
ficial familiar with her efforts.

Ms. Trump’s husband, Jared Kushner,
asenior adviser in the White House, also
favors staying as long as doing so does
not legally limit the steps Mr. Trump is
taking to move away from the restric-
tive environmental standards President
Barack Obama put in place.

On the other side, Mr. Bannon has
been one of the most aggressive
advisers lobbying the president to pull
out of the agreement. Since the adminis-
tration is already moving quickly to re-
verse the policies implemented to com-
ply with the accord, staying in would be
pointless, he argues, but would risk cost-
ing the president support from his core
supporters.

Meanwhile, advice is pouring in from
outside the White House — much of it
unsolicited.

On Capitol Hill, 22 Republican sena-
tors signed a letter urging the president
to abandon the agreement. Staying in
“would subject the United States to sig-
nificant litigation risk that could upend
your administration’s ability to fulfill its
goal of rescinding the Clean Power
Plan,” they wrote.

Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican
of South Carolina, chided his colleagues
from his party, saying on CNN that
pulling out of the Paris accord would
amount to “a statement that climate
change is not a problem, is not real.”

Democratic senators took to Twitter
— Mr. Trump’s favorite communication
medium — over the weekend to make
their case.

But the corporate voices for remain-
ing in the agreement may be the most
influential. “By expanding markets for
innovative clean technologies, the
agreement generates jobs and eco-
nomic growth. U.S. companies are well
positioned to lead in these markets,” a
host of corporate giants wrote in full-
page advertisements that ran recently
in The New York Times, The New York
Post and The Wall Street Journal.

Mr. Woods, the Exxon Mobil chief ex-
ecutive, wrote to Mr. Trump last month
after the two men spoke by phone about
investments that the company was
planning in the Gulf of Mexico, accord-
ing to a company spokesman, Alan Jef-
fers. As disagreement over whether to
withdraw appeared to intensify, Mr.
Woods wanted to communicate his
stance directly.

“By remaining a party to the Paris
Agreement, the United States will main-
tain a seat at the negotiating table to en-
sure a level playing field so that all ener-
gy sources and technologies are treated
equitably in an open, transparent and
competitive global market so as to
achieve economic growth and poverty
reduction at the lowest cost to society,”
Mr. Woods wrote.

Environmentally oriented groups like
Ceres, the Business Council for Sustain-
able Energy and the Center for Climate
and Energy Solutions have brought to-
gether big companies like Apple, Inger-
soll Rand, Mars, National Grid and
Schneider Electric to appeal to the pres-
ident to stay in. Many of them operate
globally and worry that if the United
States abandons the deal, it would be
harder to operate in existing markets
and break into new ones.

“It’s the right thing — we finally had a
workable framework,” said Stephen
Harper, global director of environment,
energy and sustainability policy for In-
tel, who has attended several of the
global climate meetings. “More than
half of our market is outside the United
States — our biggest market right now
is China.”

Tom Werner, the chief executive of
SunPower, a solar panel maker, sent let-
ters to Mr. Trump and other administra-
tion officials arguing that companies
have already made plans based on the
Paris standards.

The global reaction has been fierce
and almost exclusively in favor of keep-
ing the United States in the 2015 agree-
ment. In Europe last week, world lead-
ers privately implored Mr. Trump not to
bolt.

President Emmanuel Macron of
France told reporters that he urged Mr.
Trump not to make a “hasty decision.”
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
called her discussions with the presi-
dent “very difficult, if not to say very dis-
satisfying.”

The global pressure campaign
continued on Tuesday with the speech
by Mr. Guterres at New York University.
While not specifically mentioning Mr.
Trump in his speech, the secretary gen-
eral of the United Nations referred to
“those who might hold divergent per-
spectives” as he called for all countries
to fulfill the promises they made.

“It is absolutely essential that the
world implements the Paris Agreement
— and that we fulfill that duty with in-
creased ambition,” Mr. Guterres said.

In the end, Mr. Trump’s decision may
be influenced by voices closer to home.
Critics of the pact said they hoped Mr.
Trump would think less about world
leaders and more about his voters.

“This is a huge deal to speak to the
people who brung you to the dance,” Mr.
Norquist said.

If Mr. Trump pulls out of the Paris
Agreement, he said, the message is this:
“I kept my word.”
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President Trump’s assistant, and daughter, Ivanka Trump, during the president’s recent
trip to Israel. Ms. Trump is said to support the country’s remaining in the climate pact.
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President Emmanuel Macron relayed to Vladimir V. Putin, during the Russian president’s visit, his displeasure over propaganda assaults from Kremlin-allied media.

Macron’s presidential bearing

MACRON, FROM PAGE 1

Both  settings are intimately
associated with France’s ancient
monarchy. “He’s not hesitating at all to
stage-set the majesty of presidential
power;” Mr. Bouvet said.

That aura of authority is partly a re-
sponse to the menacing international
context Mr. Macron repeatedly referred
to during the campaign, with France
and its partner Germany threatened on
two sides by unpredictable behemoths
of uncertain attachment to European
values, Russia and Mr. Trump’s Amer-
ica.

Butitis also a function of Mr. Macron’s
deeply held belief that France in some
sense has been missing its king since
the execution of Louis XVI on Jan. 21,
1793, and that his job is to fill the gap.

In an interview two years ago, Mr.
Macron made a statement about
France’s absent king that is still the sub-
ject of shocked commentary. “In the
process and function of democracy
there is something missing, the figure of
the king, whose death, I believe, funda-
mentally, the people did not want,” Mr.
Macron told the weekly newspaper Le 1,
saying it “created an emotional void.”

In France, no politician outside the
circle of fringe far-right royalists is sup-
posed to talk about missing the king.

That form of nostalgia is taboo for any-
body who professes attachment to Re-
publican values.

Yet the view encapsulates both his re-
gal view of power — offset somewhat by
the slight youthful figure he presents —
and his love of paradox, combining the
concepts of monarchy and democracy.

Mr. Macron’s most celebrated catch-

“You can see him totally
assuming the job, the verticality
of the job, and putting a certain
distance between himself and
the press.”

phrase in his speeches reflects that love.
“And at the same time,” Mr. Macron of-
ten says — so much so that the crowds
began to laugh when he pronounced it
during the campaign.

Commentators have traced that de-
sire on Mr. Macron’s part — to juggle
two opposing viewpoints at once — to
his early philosophical training as an as-
sistant to one of France’s most celebrat-
ed 20th-century philosophers, Paul Ri-
coeur, who died in 2005.

Mr. Ricoeur’s work, the newspaper Le
Monde most recently pointed out, is

shot through with apparent paradoxes,
which in reality expressed a kind of civi-
lizing wish to find a middle ground. Mr.
Macron was his research assistant as a
university student at the end of the
1990s.

In French politics, sharply divided on
ideological lines between right and left,
the tendency has been difficult for Mr.
Macron’s opponents to digest. Yet it has
allowed him to siphon off large numbers
of centrist political figures who don’t see
themselves represented in the old par-
ties. It also allowed him to find a glim-
mer of hope in his talks with Mr. Trump.
On Saturday, he acknowledged the wide
differences between Mr. Trump and the
other members of the Group of 7 on the
Paris climate accords. But at the same
time, as Mr. Macron might say, “I took
note of his willingness to listen and of his
desire to make progress with us,” the
French president said at his news con-
ference, calling Mr. Trump “pragmatic.”

That was a markedly less pessimistic
view of the American president than
that of Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany, who suggested that Europe
could no longer count on the United
States as a solid ally.

At home, the test of Mr. Macron’s own
pragmatism will come soon. “We’ve
never gone after the roots of mass un-

employment,” he wrote in his campaign
book “Revolution.” He says he thinks he
has found a way, in redoing the country’s
labor code, which makes it difficult to
hire and fire.

Attempts to tamper with those
worker protections brought thousands
into the streets last year. French chief
executives habitually cave in the face of
such union protest. Will Mr. Macron?

He wants to limit the amount of pay-
outs labor boards can dispense to fired
workers, and he wants to allow individ-
ual companies to negotiate labor agree-
ments with workers at the local level.

The new president’s method so far
has been to summon the union leaders
for discussions to the Elysée Palace, in
an attempt to bring them on board. “He
was open, in the discussions,” said Jean-
Claude Malilly, the head of Force Ou-
vriére, one of the leading unions. “On the
surface at least there’s a desire for part-
nership. He wasn’t authoritarian.”

Laurent Berger of the CFDT union
agreed. “He showed determination, but
he was open, and he listened,” Mr.
Berger said. But he warned his union
colleagues that if they did not seek com-
promises with Mr. Macron, “he’ll do it by
himself”

If so, the streets of France could be
packed with demonstrators this fall.

Trade tirade against Germany has blind spots

GERMANY, FROM PAGE 1

burg, S.C., is the largest single exporter,
by dollar value, in the American auto-
motive industry.

Mr. Trump’s latest offensive appeared
to be in response to peppery remarks by
Angela Merkel, the German chancellor,
at a political rally in Munich on Sunday,
when she said Europe could no longer
rely on the United States as a partner.
Europeans, she said, needed to “take
our fate into our own hands.”

France also runs a substantial trade
surplus with the United States, and it,
like Germany, falls short of the military
spending benchmark set by NATO,
though in both cases by less than Ger-
many. Yet Mr. Trump has spared France
the kind of vitriol he has given the Ger-
mans — largely, officials say, because
France spends more on its defense than
Germany.

When he met France’s new president,
Emmanuel Macron, for the first time in
Brussels last week, he lavished praise
on him for his election victory. “All over
the world they’re talking about it,” he
said. White House officials said Mr.
Trump got along well with Mr. Macron in
private, notwithstanding their much-
photographed death grip of a hand-
shake. Officials said Mr. Trump even
told Mr. Macron he had been pulling for
him in the election.

There is no such rapport between the
flamboyant Mr. Trump and the brainy,
button-down Ms. Merkel.

The two have a businesslike relation-
ship, officials on both sides said. But Ms.
Merkel, several officials said, has con-
cluded that there is little prospect of
closing the gap with Mr. Trump on is-
sues like trade, Russia or the Paris cli-
mate accord, which Mr. Trump has
threatened to leave. Her defiant tone on
Sunday was driven in part by the fact
that she is running for re-election and
that Mr. Trump is deeply unpopular in
Germany.

Whatever the motivation, it seemed
to register with Mr. Trump. “I think it
just stuck in his craw,” said Jackson
Janes, president of the American Insti-

tute for Contemporary German Studies
at Johns Hopkins University.

White House officials said it was the
combination of Germany’s wealth and
its meager contribution to NATO that
singled it out for criticism. Germany
spends only 1.2 percent of its gross do-
mestic product on defense, compared
with 1.8 percent for France. Both are be-
low the 2 percent threshold that NATO
has set for its members.

Germany'’s trade surplus is a ripe tar-
get for Mr. Trump. It is mammoth —
$64.8 billion in 2016 — and longstanding,
and there is little evidence that Ger-
many, which regards its export machine
as a source of national pride, is inclined
to do much to remedy it.

German officials typically tell their
American counterparts that the surplus
reflects the competitiveness of German
goods, that Germany does not set its
trade policy, and that it cannot control
the value of the euro, since monetary
policy is set by the European Central
Bank, not Berlin.

Mr. Trump is not the first American

FILIP SINGER/EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY
Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, is said to have little rapport with President
Trump. Europeans, she said, needed to “take our fate into our own hands.”

Aides said the president was
bothered by a combination of
Germany’s wealth and its
meager contribution to NATO.

leader to be rankled by imbalances with
Germany. President Barack Obama’s
economic advisers, Jacob J. Lew and
Lawrence H. Summers, pushed German
officials on these issues, with little suc-
cess. But Mr. Trump is more acutely
aware of the deficit because jobs and
trade are such resonant issues with his
voters.

John C. Kornblum, a former American
ambassador to Germany, said the presi-
dent’s views “seem to be a mixture of his
own resentments from not being able to
push his business deals through the E.U.
as he wished; broad prejudices which
have been building up in the American
political class for some time on both
NATO and trade; and the conviction of
his economic advisers that the German
trade balance is an evil, which causes

many other problems from job losses to
currency instability to loss of American
exports.”

In his conversation with European
Union leaders, Mr. Trump reportedly
complained about the millions of cars
that Germany sells in the United States,
and threatened to stop them. Yet he has
been an enthusiastic buyer of German
luxury cars over the years.

After his wedding in Palm Beach in
2005, Mr. Trump and his bride, Melania,
jumped into a Mercedes Maybach
limousine. He once bought a limited-edi-
tion silver Mercedes SLR McLaren
roadster, with a supercharged AMG V8
engine, for $465,000. Mrs. Trump had
her own Mercedes at the time.

German officials are eager to avoid a
wholesale rupture between Berlin and
Washington. Ms. Merkel, they said, has
spoken before of the need for Europeans
to control their own fate and was still de-
termined to develop a productive rela-
tionship with Mr. Trump.

“Precisely because trans-Atlantic re-
lations are so important, it is imperative
to speak honestly about the differences
we have,” Peter Wittig, Germany’s am-
bassador to Washington, said. “Past
meetings have revealed a number of
such differences, for example in the area
of climate change.”

At the White House, the message was
much the same. Sean Spicer, the press
secretary, said Mr. Trump would de-
scribe his relationship with Ms. Merkel
as “fairly unbelievable” — meaning, ap-
parently, that it is unbelievably good.
Mr. Spicer finished the thought by add-
ing, “They get along very well.”

He said Ms. Merkel’s call for Europe
to go it alone actually vindicated Mr.
Trump’s demand that Germany shoul-
der more responsibility for its defense.
“The president is getting results,” he
said. “More countries are stepping up
their burden sharing. That is a good
thing for them. It’s a good thing for
NATO, and it’s a good thing for Amer-
ica.”

Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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Four senators to watch in Russia inquiry

NEWS ANALYSIS
WASHINGTON

Here's why these members
of the panel matter and
the effect they could have

BY CARL HULSE

They are a disparate foursome: the
chamber’s leading Republican centrist,
aminister who embraces public service
as acalling, a seasoned dealmaker and a
high-profile presidential contender.

These four Republican senators — Su-
san Collins of Maine, James Lankford of
Oklahoma, Roy Blunt of Missouri and
Marco Rubio of Florida — are emerging
as a bloc integral to the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee’s investigation into
Russian meddling in the 2016 presiden-
tial election.

The investigation is widely consid-
ered the premier inquiry, the one with
the necessary jurisdiction and the best
chance of producing a credible outcome.
These four senators loom large as a cru-
cial element in getting there.

Despite early skepticism about the
Republican-led panel’s commitment to
the investigation, the four have made it
clear that they are determined to see it
through to a conclusion that would sat-
isfy the public and their colleagues in
both parties. To get there, they will have
to slog through thousands of pages of
raw intelligence held by the Central In-
telligence Agency and devote untold
hours to grinding committee work be-
hind closed doors.

“This is not about the president; this
is about the presidency,” said Mr. Lank-
ford, who was a longtime Baptist youth
minister before he entered politics.
“This is about where we are as a nation.”

This is not to say that other members
of the panel are not engaged. The com-
mittee’s seven Democrats are certainly
interested in finding out whether Rus-
sians colluded with the Trump cam-
paign and helped to elect him.

Senator Richard M. Burr, Republican
of North Carolina and the chairman of
the panel, has shown an increasing zeal
for pursuing the question after an uncer-
tain start. He and Senator Mark Warner
of Virginia, the committee’s ranking
Democrat, have forged a solid working
relationship.

Three other Republicans are also
playing a role: John Cornyn of Texas,
who as the No.2 Senate Republican
brings a leadership perspective to the
investigation; Jim Risch of Idaho; and
Tom Cotton of Arkansas.

But it is notable that the other four
have quietly coalesced into something
of an informal working group within the
Intelligence Committee, pushing the in-
vestigation forward and consulting not
only with one another and Mr. Burr, but
also with Mr. Warner.

“We are working very hard and we
talk a lot with one another, as well,” said
Ms. Collins, who said the investigation
would “take as long as required.”

AL DRAGO/THE NEW YORK TIMES

MARCO RUBIO dismissed the president’s complaint that he was the victim of a witch hunt.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

JAMES LANKFORD objected sharply to reports that the Senate inquiry was understaffed.

“This is a complex investigation, and
as you pull the threads, you find that it is
connected to a whole lot of other threads
in this tapestry that we are not yet see-
ing the whole of.”

Here is a look at the four and what is
driving them:

SUSAN COLLINS

Although she is known as the Republi-
can centrist voice in the Senate, another
role she has held in Washington may be
equally important in this case: senior
Senate staff member.

Ms. Collins was a top Senate aide and
served in other executive posts before
running for office. She is experienced in
both conducting and overseeing inquir-
ies.

“I really want to know the truth, no
matter who is implicated, no matter
where the evidence leads,” she said.

As a2l-year-old in 1974, she was an in-
tern for Representative William S. Co-

hen, a freshman Republican congress-
man from Maine who helped draw up
the articles of impeachment of Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon.

JAMES LANKFORD

His colleagues say it would be a mistake
to underestimate this junior member of
the Senate.

Mr. Lankford showed surprising po-
litical strength in a 2014 primary fight in
a special Senate election in Oklahoma
after compiling a conservative record
and rapidly raising his profile during
two terms in the House.

He objected sharply to recent reports
that the Senate inquiry was under-
staffed and moving at a plodding pace.

“If you make a big staff, they get less
access to the real documents for intelli-
gence that you need,” he said. “You need
to keep it with high-level folks in as
small a pool as possible and give them
the time they need,” he said.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

SUSAN COLLINS has said, “I really want to know the truth, no matter who is implicated.”

ROY BLUNT

Very few members of Congress make it
into the leadership ranks; hardly any-
one makes it into leadership in the
House and in the Senate.

Mr. Blunt, the former House majority
leader and a savvy inside player, is now
the fifth-ranking Republican in the Sen-
ate. He has been adamant that Congress
pursue the investigation into Russian
meddling — both to find out what hap-
pened and to allow Congress and the
White House to move beyond it.

“Everyone would benefit if we do this
job in the right way and do it not faster
than we can, but as fast as we can,” he
said.

Mr. Blunt has been a consistent voice
that the committee must be thorough.
“When we are done, we need to have
talked to everybody a reasonable per-
son would think we should talk to and
have seen everything a reasonable per-
son would think we should see,” he said.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

ROY BLUNT has said that Congress must pursue the investigation into Russian meddling.

MARCO RUBIO

After his failed presidential bid, he al-
most did not return to the Senate, but a
change of heart has thrust him into the
middle of an inquiry surrounding the
election of his Republican primary rival.

In a recent appearance on CBS’s
“Face the Nation,” Mr. Rubio suggested
that committee work would not just lay
out for the public what the Russians did,
“but how they did it and what it means
for the future and what we should be do-
ing about it.”

A proponent of a hard line with Rus-
sia, Mr. Rubio dismissed Mr. Trump’s
complaint that he was the victim of a
witch hunt. “We are nation of laws, and
we are going to follow those laws,” he
said. “The president is entitled to his
opinion.”

There is no doubt that political conflict
will erupt as the inquiry advances.
These four senators will be crucial in de-
termining whether it stays on track.

A vocal defender of ethics takes a stand

WASHINGTON

BY NICHOLAS FANDOS

Walter M. Shaub’s term as the United
States government’s top ethics watch-
dog does not expire until next January,
but his corner office here, just a few
blocks from the White House, looks un-
occupied.

No diplomas line the wood-paneled
walls. No family photos or mementos.
Just standard government-issue furni-
ture, his humming computer and four
large paintings. Mr. Shaub wanted to get
rid of those, too, but his chief of staff
warned that it might scare the 70 other
employees in the Office of Government
Ethics.

“I wanted to not be so attached to this
office that I'd be afraid to lose it,” Mr.
Shaub said last Friday, surveying the
room he packed up shortly before Inau-
guration Day.

For a man and agency that have long
labored in obscurity, that does not seem
such a far-off possibility these days.
Ethics have been thrust to the forefront
in President Trump’s Washington,
where the president’s own vast holdings
and those of his asset-rich cabinet and
advisers from businesses and lobbying
firms have raised many accusations of
conflicts of interest.

Mr. Shaub, 46, has emerged as one of
the few voices from within the govern-
ment willing to second-guess the presi-
dent and his advisers. At first quietly
and then in a rare public speech here in
January, Mr. Shaub tried to nudge Mr.
Trump toward the only financial ar-
rangement he felt was truly ethical —
the total liquidation of his vast business
and personal holdings.

He failed. But that confrontation and a
string of others in the months since have
given Mr. Shaub, a self-effacing career
bureaucrat more comfortable parsing
legal arguments and wonkish ethics
guidelines, the reputation of a fighter.
Admiring fans have put his face on T-
shirts. He even has a Facebook fan
group, with more than 1,000 likes.

“The story of Walter Shaub is to some
extent the story of our American system
of checks and balances that has stepped
up beyond expectation to defend the

Constitution and the law when Trump
oversteps,” said Norman Eisen, the
Obama administration’s first ethics
counsel. Mr. Shaub, he added, might
well be “the unlikeliest star of 2017.”

Republicans do not see it that way.
The president’s chief of staff, Reince
Priebus, warned Mr. Shaub on national
television to “be careful” of criticizing
the president. Outside groups have
pointed to donations he made to
Democratic campaigns in 2008 and 2012
as evidence of bias.

For Mr. Shaub, who has spent the bet-
ter part of 15 years in the ethics office —
mostly as a career civil servant — the
experience has been as confounding as
it is exhausting.

“If you really look at things, all I've
done is stand still. It’s the world that is
moving around me,” Mr. Shaub said.
“And that’s seen as some radical act.”

If he has become more outwardly vo-
cal than directors past, he said, it is be-
cause this particular White House has
shown little interest in an ethics pro-
gram that both Republicans and
Democrats have long supported. His
public remarks, he added, came only af-
ter he felt the usual private channels of
communication with the Trump team
were not working.

“I'm not fighting against him. I'm
fighting for the ethics program. And
there is a difference,” Mr. Shaub said.
“Because if I succeed, he’ll benefit.”

Mr. Shaub has had some success.
Though Mr. Trump ultimately put his as-
sets into a so-called half-blind trust that
Mr. Shaub has called ineffectual, the
ethics office has worked closely and pro-
ductively to steer the president’s no-
minees through necessary financial dis-
closures and ethics agreements.

Mr. Trump’s budget director, Mick
Mulvaney, tried to block what Mr. Shaub
and others said was a standard request
for the names of former lobbyists who
had been granted waivers to work in the
Trump administration.

Last Friday, after Mr. Shaub wrote a
long and heavily footnoted letter to Mr.
Mulvaney, the White House un-
expectedly backed down.

The White House declined to com-
ment on Mr. Shaub.

The Office of Government Ethics is
not usually a breeding ground for po-
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Walter M. Shaub, director of the Office of Government Ethics, is one of the few people
in government willing to second-guess President Trump and his advisers.

litical stardom — or conflict. Set up in
the aftermath of the Watergate scandal,
its job is to work with a network of ethics
offices in federal agencies to oversee
ethical standards for 2.7 million civilian
government employees. This means ex-
amining financial disclosure reports is-
sued by political employees, to help
these new hires decide which assets
they must sell to avoid a conflict of inter-
est. The office also helps ensure that
once new political employees are hired,
they honor restrictions from participat-
ing in deliberations over topics they
handled for paying clients.

Though the president is not strictly
beholden to those laws, the ethics office
has always relied on support from the
top to send a message to the rest of the
federal work force that its program
needs to be taken seriously. The office,
agency veterans say, has long prided it-

“I’'m not fighting against him.
I'm fighting for the ethics
program. And there is a
difference.”

self on being nonpartisan, not least be-
cause its effective operation depends on
strong relationships with whichever
party is in the White House.

The son of a government chemist, Mr.
Shaub grew up in the Washington sub-
urbs with a sense that whatever he
chose to do, it ought to entail public serv-
ice. Aninterest in ethics only came later,
after degrees in history at James Madi-
son University and law at American
University. (Two decades later, his own
financial disclosure forms show, Mr.
Shaub is still paying off student debt.)

In a city where the line between work
and socializing often blurs, Mr. Shaub
has mostly kept his worlds separate. His
interests tend toward the geeky, friends
say, like zombie stories and film noir.
“He would enjoy puns, especially ones
where people would just groan,” said
Don Fox, a longtime top agency official.
Pop culture, with the possible exception
of Harry Potter stories, less so.

“He speaks loudly. He tells funny
jokes. He rushes up and down the hall,”
said Marilyn Glynn, who hired Mr.
Shaub in 2001 and helped recruit him
back to the agency in 2006 after a brief
stint in the private sector. “You can’t
miss him. It’s like a little bit of a hurri-
cane in the office.”

It was in 2006 that Mr. Shaub first be-
gan formally working on ethics issues,
overseeing the office’s program guiding
1100 or so presidential nominees
through legally required financial dis-
closures. He turned the program
around, writing standardized hand-
books to speed up a typically ornery
process and developed a reputation
among Democrats and Republicans in
the White House as a stern, but highly
proficient, steward.

Presidential transitions always bring
a tsunami of work, but the spotlight
trained on the agency this time around
has only added stress. Employees have
taken to meeting for 10 minutes a day to
meditate in a dimly lit conference room.

Rick Thomas, a close friend who
helped recruit Mr. Shaub to the agency
almost two decades ago, said Mr. Shaub
had more or less made his peace with his
role, even if it means he may be fired be-
fore his term’s end. He recalled that
when Mr. Shaub was first weighing
whether to speak out in opposition to Mr.
Trump’s conflict of interest plan, the di-
rector turned to a line from Albus Dum-
bledore, the sagacious wizard who tu-
tors Harry Potter in the ways of the
world.

“Something to the effect that, ‘There
will be a time when we must choose be-
tween what’s easy and what’s right, ”
Mr. Thomas recalled Mr. Shaub saying
over the phone.

“Believe me,” he said, “there was a lot
of angst over that.”

Eric Lipton contributed reporting.

Can Trump
be indicted?
The answer
is not clear

WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court
and the Constitution
offer no resolution

BY ADAM LIPTAK

The Constitution does not answer every
question. It includes detailed instruc-
tions, for instance, about how Congress
may remove a president who has com-
mitted serious offenses. But it does not
say whether the president may be crimi-
nally prosecuted in the meantime.

The Supreme Court has never an-
swered that question, either. It heard ar-
guments on the issue in 1974 in a case in
which it ordered President Richard M.
Nixon to turn over tape recordings, but
it did not resolve it.

Reports that President Trump asked
James B. Comey, then the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation director, to shut
down an investigation into his former
national security adviser, Michael T.
Flynn, prompted accusations that the
president may have obstructed justice.
Robert S. Mueller III, the former EB.I.
director who has been appointed special
counsel to look into ties between the
Trump campaign and Russia, will pre-
sumably investigate the matter.

But would the Constitution allow Mr.
Mueller to indict Mr. Trump if he finds
evidence of criminal conduct?

The prevailing view among most legal
experts is no. They say the president is
immune from prosecution so long as he
is in office.

“The framers implicitly immunized a
sitting president from ordinary criminal
prosecution,” said Akhil Reed Amar, a
law professor at Yale.

Note the word “implicitly” Professor
Amar acknowledged that the text of the
Constitution did not directly answer the
question. “It has to be,” he said, “a struc-
tural inference about the uniqueness of
the president himself.”

The closest the Constitution comes to
addressing the issue is in this passage,
from Article I, Section 3: “Judgment in
cases of impeachment shall not extend
further than to removal from office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any of-

The prevailing view among
most legal experts is no. They
say the president is immune
from prosecution so long as
he is in office.

fice of honor, trust or profit under the
United States: but the party convicted
shall nevertheless be liable and subject
to indictment, trial, judgment and pun-
ishment, according to law.”

This much seems clear: The presi-
dent and other federal officials may be
prosecuted after they leave office, and
there is no double jeopardy protection
from prosecution if they are removed
following impeachment.

However, “whether the Constitution
allows indictment of a sitting president
is debatable,” Brett M. Kavanaugh, who
served on the staff of Kenneth W. Starr,
the independent counsel who investi-
gated President Bill Clinton, wrote in a
1998 law review article. Mr. Kavanaugh,
who is now a federal appeals court
judge, also concluded that impeach-
ment, not prosecution, was the right
way to address a sitting president’s
crimes.

The most prominent dissenter from
the prevailing view is Eric M. Freed-
man, a law professor at Hofstra Univer-
sity and the author of a 1999 law review
article that made the case for allowing
criminal prosecution of incumbent pres-
idents.

Professor Freedman demonstrated
that the issue had divided the founding
generation and argued that granting sit-
ting presidents immunity from prosecu-
tion was “inconsistent with the history,
structure and underlying philosophy of
our government, at odds with precedent
and unjustified by practical considera-
tions.”

He pointed out that other federal offi-
cials who are subject to impeachment,
including judges, have been indicted
while in office. Courts have rejected the
argument that impeachment is the sole
remedy for such officials.

But Professor Amar said that presi-
dents were different.

“If youre going to undo a national
election, the body that does that should
have a national mandate,” he said.
“Even a federal prosecution would fol-
low only from an indictment from a
grand jury sitting in one locality.”

The Justice Department’s regulations
require Mr. Mueller, the special counsel,
to follow the department’s “rules, regu-
lations, procedures, practices and poli-
cies” If the memos bind Mr. Mueller, it
would seem he could not indict Mr.
Trump, no matter what he uncovered.

“Much of the recent pontificating
about the technical elements of obstruc-
tion of justice is quite beside the point,”
he said. “Donald Trump is to be judged
by the House and the Senate, who are in
turn judged on Election Day by the
American people more generally.”
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Food, in a package made of food

To help reduce waste,
researchers are developing
alternative containers

BY STEPHANIE STROM

For the environmentally conscious eat-
er, they are among the most inconven-
ient truths: Too much food goes to
waste. Too much packaging comes with
the food. And too much of the packaging
is made to last for ages.

Now there may be a single answer to
all three problems: using excess food to
make the packaging.

Entrepreneurs and researchers are
working to turn food like mushrooms,
kelp, milk and tomato peel into edible —
if not always palatable — replacements
for plastics, coatings and other packag-
ing materials.

Their efforts come as food and bever-
age companies are not only looking for
biodegradable containers — Nestlé Wa-
ters and Danone recently announced a
joint project to make water bottles from
wood — but also joining in the effort by
governments, restaurateurs and con-
sumers to reduce waste, which contrib-
utes to the greenhouse gases en-
veloping the planet.

The United States Department of Ag-
riculture, for instance, is giving new
meaning to the notion of pizza with extra
cheese: A team at its research laborato-
ry in Wyndmoor, Pa., has developed a
material from milk protein that can be
used to line pizza boxes, encase cheese
or create, say, soluble soup packets that
can simply be dropped in hot water.

The product could even serve as a
substitute for the sugar used to coat ce-
real flakes to prevent them from going
soggy too fast, said Peggy Tomasula, a
research leader at the laboratory — al-
though she also noted that at this point,
it may be uneconomical for some appli-
cations.

The project grew out of the Agricul-
ture Department’s search for ways to
put some of its stockpiles of milk powder
to use; fluid milk consumption has
steadily declined for years, but federal
subsidies for the dairy industry have
kept production humming.

The Merck Forest and Farmland Cen-
ter, a nonprofit environmental group in
Rupert, Vt., that supports itself by sell-
ing maple syrup, faced a quandary of its
own.

“We were going to great expense to
make maple syrup and even somewhat
more expense to get organic certifica-
tion — and then shipping it in all this
plastic,” said Tom Ward, a former execu-
tive director of the center, referring to
the containers and foam pellets it used
to ship orders. “That just seemed non-
sensical”

So for the past two years, the group
has sent its syrup out in glass bottles
cradled in a molded material made from
mushrooms. “You can literally break it
up and putitin a compost pile, then scat-
ter it around your rose bushes,” Mr.
Ward said. “I think what we’re doing is a
microcosm of what’s coming in terms of
products that are sustainable from start
to finish.”

That mushroom-based packaging is
the invention of Ecovative, a design
company in Green Island, N.Y. “I stud-
ied mechanical engineering, and as I
was working on turbines, I couldn’t for-
get what I saw as a child growingupona
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Above, preparing mycelium fungus, which forms the roots of mushrooms as they grow in places like compost piles, at Ecovative’s factory. Below, its packaging using mycelium.

farm in Vermont,” Eben Bayer, a
founder, said. “Biology really is the best
technology available, and we’ve started
thinking about living cells more asliving
machines.”

The Ecovative product is made using
the mycelium fungus that forms the
roots of mushrooms as they grow in en-
vironments like piles of dead leaves or
compost. Ecovative grows the fungus in
a variety of substances, which lead to
materials of different strengths, flexibil-
ity and durability.

“You could eat it,” Mr. Bayer said, “al-
though we don’t encourage that.”

Over the past several years, govern-
ments have quietly bankrolled efforts to
develop packaging from food. The Euro-
pean Union, which underwrote a project
to develop coatings from whey and pota-
to proteins from 2011 to 2015, estimates
that the global market for so-called bio-
plasticsis growing by as much as 30 per-
cent each year.

Bringing those products to market,
however, is a challenge. The Agriculture
Department, for example, tried to build
interest in a milk-protein-based product
more than a decade ago but found no
takers, Dr. Tomasula said. Cost and the

fact that it was susceptible to moisture
made it a hard sell.

“Edible films were just getting started
then, and there were a lot of people play-
ing around with them,” she said. “But
food waste and food security weren’t big
issues then, and nobody really seemed
to notice them.”

Times have changed. Mike Lee, the
founder of the Future Market, a firm
that forecasts trends, has been keeping
an eye on products like the cheese pack-
aging. “I can even see a grocery store
free of conventional packaging some
day,” Mr. Lee said.

But he sees hurdles. “Even though
these products are important,” he said,
“until someone steps up and says, ‘I'm
going to use it on a big scale, they’re just
science looking for an application.”

Big companies like PepsiCo and
Nestlé are more interested today than
they were years ago, goaded by con-
sumers who are increasingly aware that
the food they eat and its packaging can
damage the environment.

The companies remain skeptical,
however. “Some of the stuff out there is
just gimmicky,” said David Strauss, the
head of packaging in Nestlé’s United

States operations. “They sound nice but
will never be cost-competitive or, in a fi-
nal analysis, don’t have the impact on
waste or the environment that the peo-
ple making them promise.”

Then there is the issue of food securi-
ty: Nestlé says it wouldn’t want its de-
mand for packaging to reduce the food
supply, given widespread hunger. “It’s
no good to package our products in a
packaging that could instead have been
used to feed people,” Mr. Strauss said.

Few, however, are begging to eat the
peels left after tomatoes are processed.
A group of researchers in Italy has used
them to develop a lining for cans.

Called Biocopac Plus, the product
aims to replace BPA, or Bisphenol A,
which is used in coatings for cans and
bottles that contain food and drinks.
Small amounts of BPA can migrate into
food, raising concerns among some con-
sumers and health advocates, despite
assurances from American and Euro-
pean regulators that it is safe.

“We extract a natural polymer from
tomato skins, and using that, we
produce a lacquer to protect food pack-
aged in metal cans,” said Angela Monta-
nari, the head of packaging at the Ex-
perimental Station for the Food Pre-
serving Industry in Parma, Italy. “It can
be used to pack tomatoes, peas, meat,
fish, all kinds of food that are canned.”

Originally underwritten by the Euro-
pean Union, the project is being ad-
vanced by a group that includes a large
Italian family-owned farming business,
a major Italian food processor and a
manufacturer of industrial coatings.
The group is building a pilot plant in
Mantua, Italy, to make the coating.

The Wyss Institute for Biologically In-
spired Engineering, at Harvard, has ex-
tracted chitosan, a polysaccharide, from
shrimp and lobster shells and combined
it with silk fibers to create an alternative
to plastic packaging, called Shrilk.

“We put it in different layers, like an
insect’s wing, and demonstrated that
you can make sheets that look some-
thing like Saran Wrap and are much
stronger,” said Robert Cunningham, the
director of platform development at the
Wyss Institute.

Dr. Cunningham said Shrilk could be
used to make egg cartons or a wrap for
lettuces. He said that a number of large
packaging companies had expressed in-
terestin the product, but that it is not yet
cost-competitive. “The next step has to
be industry stepping in and changing
the economics,” he said.

A British start-up called Skipping
Rocks Lab is taking matters into its own
hands. The company has developed a
packaging it calls Ohoo from edible sea-
weed, and is building a machine to
produce containers from Ohoo to hold
water, juices, cosmetics and other lig-
uids on the spot.

Ajuice bar, for instance, could create a
container with each order. “It’s some-
thing like an espresso machine that you
put on the shelf and make a container
from Ohoo while a customer waits,” said
Rodrigo Garcia Gonzalez, a founder of
Skipping Rocks.

The company has talked with many of
the world’s largest beverage companies,
Mr. Garcia Gonzalez said, but none have
yet embraced Ohoo.

“Those conversations are moving
quite slowly because this is a product
that challenges the status quo,” he said.
“And there are people who are making
quite alot of money from the status quo.”
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Goldman bond bet causes uproar in Venezuela

BY LANDON THOMAS JR.

Venezuelan bonds would seem to be an
unlikely target for global investors.

The country is in near revolt and has
barely enough ready cash to feed its
people, much less pay the billions of dol-
lars in debt that the government owes to
its foreign lenders.

Yet bonds issued by Venezuela’s na-
tional oil company, Petréleos de Venezu-
ela, have attracted some of world’s most
sophisticated investors. They are bet-
ting that the government will use its
dwindling supply of dollars to pay
bondholders instead of importing food
and medicine for its people.

Now, a decision by Goldman Sachs to
snap up $2.8 billion worth of the oil com-
pany’s bonds maturing in 2022, at a 70
percent discount to the market price,
has struck a nerve.

The investment has caused a political
uproar in Venezuela, where opposition
forces have taken to the streets to pro-
test the autocratic rule of the nation’s
unpopular president, Nicolas Maduro.
Nearly 60 people have died in clashes,
mainly between protesters and the po-
lice, in recent months.

Julio Borges, the opposition law-
maker who heads the National Assem-
bly, wrote a letter of protest to Lloyd C.
Blankfein, the chief executive of Gold-
man Sachs, accusing the Wall Street
firm of looking to make a “quick buck off
the suffering of the Venezuelan people.”

Goldman Sachs has defended the
deal, saying that many other investors,
including mutual funds and exchange-
traded funds, own the bonds and that its
asset management division bought the
securities on the secondary market,
without interacting with the Venezuelan
government.

Nevertheless, the transaction high-
lights the extent to which investors are
willing to take on increasing levels of po-

litical and economic risk as they seek
high-yielding investments when inter-
est rates still hover near zero.

“Thereis alot of interestin this trade,”
said Carlos de Sousa, an economist at
Oxford Economics, a research company
based in London. “We are in a low-rate
environment, and these are dollar bonds
with really high yields.”

Among the large holders of Petrdleos
de Venezuela bonds are BlackRock, T.
Rowe Price, Fidelity, JPMorgan Chase
and Ashmore, an emerging market spe-
cialist based in London.

But none of those firms carry Gold-
man’s reputation for being politically in-
fluential and financially opportunistic —
a combination that has made it an easy
global punching bag.

At the root of what makes the bonds
so attractive to investors, beyond their
more than 20 percent returns, is the cru-
cial role played by the Venezuelan oil
company in providing foreign exchange
to the embattled Maduro government.

While Venezuela has been in eco-
nomic crisis for more than two years,
the surge of people to the streets began
after its Supreme Court, which is loyal to
Mr. Maduro, tried to dissolve the coun-
try’s National Assembly in late March.
The group of lawmakers, controlled by
opposition parties, is considered the
only government institution independ-
ent of the president.

Mr. Maduro’s growing au-
thoritarianism is only the beginning of
mounting grievances against
Venezuela’s ruling leftists, who have
governed since President Hugo Chavez
took control of the country in 1999.

Falling petroleum prices and years of
economic mismanagement when oil
revenues were high, have led to triple-
digit inflation and left a majority of
Venezuelans hardly able to buy suffi-
cient food and other necessities. Even
those who can afford meals most days

==
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Protesters at Goldman Sachs headquarters in New York opposed the Wall Street firm’s
purchase of bonds issued by Venezuela’s national oil company, Petréleos de Venezuela.

Investors are willing to take on
political and economic risk as
they seek high yields.

have trouble finding basics like bread,
eggs and sugar because of rampant
shortages.

Petroleos de Venezuela brings in
about 95 percent of the economy’s dol-
lars, so foreign investors believe that the
government, even in a worst case, will
do all it can to keep it functioning.

Mr. de Sousa also points out that un-
like pure sovereign bonds issued by the
government, the oil company’s securi-
ties lack legal mechanisms, like col-
lective action clauses, which can help a
government negotiate favorable terms
with foreign bond holders if it defaults

on its debt.

Moreover, investors have noted that
in the last year, as Venezuela’s economic
situation has deteriorated sharply, the
government has paid out billions of dol-
lars to foreign investors holding the oil
company bonds.

The Petroleos de Venezuela trade is
the latest sign that foreign investors are
becoming bolder in investing in the
bonds of governments in far-flung lo-
cales. In recent months, higher-risk
countries such as Turkey, Russia and
Brazil have been at the forefront of this
trend. Driving the bet, analysts say, is a
view that emerging market economies,
regardless of their political and eco-
nomic challenges, are no longer willing
to face the wrath of bond investors by
defaulting on their debts.

That is because global investment gi-

ants like BlackRock and Goldman have
become ready sources of financing,
quick to lend billions in dollars or even
local currencies, to governments in Af-
rica, Latin America and Asia that in the
past relied on banks.

Perhaps no country is as reliant on the
kindness of risk-happy foreign bond
investors as Venezuela. According to
the research firm Exotix, Venezuela has
a financing requirement of $17 billion in
2017, yet its central bank reserves are a
paltry $10 billion.

As investors see it, if you can buy a
Petroleos de Venezuela bond at 30 cents
on the dollar, with a double-digit yield,
the gains made on the investment would
be enough to overcome any loss even if
the government has to default.

While Goldman Sachs defended its
trade by saying that it bought the bonds
on the open market from a broker,
bankers and traders say the money ulti-
mately ended up in Venezuela’s treas-
ury because the seller was an institution
with ties to the government.

Nonetheless, the threat by Mr. Bor-
ges, the opposition leader, that a new
government would not make good on
these bonds seems unlikely.

That is because these bonds carry
covenants aimed at preventing an issu-
er from favoring one bond holder over
another. So paying BlackRock or JP-
Morgan Chase and not Goldman would
open Venezuela to lawsuits.

All of which suggests that, despite the
controversy over the Goldman trade,
foreign investors will keep lining up to
buy Petro6leos de Venezuela bonds.

“This is the only source of foreign cur-
rency the government has,” said Mr. de
Sousa, the Venezuelan expert at Oxford.
“So I think the government will continue
to sell more of these types of bonds to
foreign investors.”

Nicholas Casey contributed reporting.



THE NEW YORK TIMES INTERNAT

TOMAL EDTION

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017 | &

Sports

Arsenal and coach stand apart by staying together

OM SOCC
LONDON

Other top clubs changed
eoaches, but Gunners will
stick with Arséne Wenger

BY BORY SMITH

high, in triumph; with a parade, rather
than a protest

sored In hia right trouser pocket.
Wonger ks not b man given to nostal
Eia; he has given most of the medals he
has claimed in bis career to staff mom-
He was keceping this one, thowgh,
he said, a mementa of o “special” vie-

i

Fely like a sign. So, boo, was his
apparent inabdity to canfirm that next

= woald be in con-

bentinn, he wid.
ut the lnst six months or =0,
those who keow Wenger have insisted

malty awnrded & rew
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siderahie change among the -

Spalletti would be departing; he i8 ex-
pected 1o take conerol &L Inter Milan in

Eerinl vicancy 88 Zenit St Petersbarg,
in Fussin.

Fore striking wos the news of Thoms
s Tuchels from Borsssin
Dortmund, which artived not quite two
tays after b bed the cub to victory in
the German Cap. That boo, hawever, was.
not unforeseen: Relations with Dart-
s board, and its internal hlersrchy,
had been uneasy

woskd stay, no master haw much the ma-
iy of 2 al tans
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himm. That be was mow 67 woald

leading the French club Nice o the

It &5 the ane great constant, of course,
amidall activiby, th i
mic shifts, that Arsensl shauld stand

Arséne Wenger, Arsenal's longtime: masager, ofter his eam best Chedses i the FA. Cup final on Saterdag.

At some point, thoss arcund
Wenger — and, strictly
speaking, above him — have to
start planning for a day when he
is no longer there.

apart. That has been the club’s defining
charsceeriszic under Wenger: its coa-

o seagoes. I ie what was exps

available,

Arsd et it 8 Bard e avaid the Suspi-
«dan that the call for Weniger i stay has
‘been reached n the wrong

enahle him o overoone

any
registance anmang s fellovwr Doard mens-

success ower the last decade might hive Perhaps, . that is the
heern) ¥ dull cne — Ut ks Bard o sos where Are
mither than efficlency; n smooth-run- have furned had

ning masringe, rather than a pulse-rais.  decided to call it a day; nooe of the cut-
ing tryst — but il has, by mos  stasdingcandidates — the Hkes of Caslo

standards, been a success.

one rhat &
o rectly ur the team’s disap-
i inihe Preméer

Laague this

Wenger's
make up his mind, Nobody had
e i his

power
Kroenke is largely absent from Lon-
don, and his emissary, Ivan Garidis, the

Themas Tocked, fired by Boruasia Dort-
mund, seem may coach Bayer Leverkusen.

pesmy's chiel exscuiive, has ceded con-

Ahowe him — have fo

#tart planming for & day when he Is oo

longer there, when the one great con-

stant over ibe past twa decades has dis-
froem, wie,

appeared .

They canmat allow this same dranmsa to
play out in two years, in which every-
thirg rests oo Wenger's whim, in which
4 billion-dallar business s Sarced o hold
its breath antil ooe mean decides what
form the fehare should take,

Garklia s right o bellave that the &rs
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What to

Even natural fibers have
drawbacks, so informed
choices are important

BY TATIANA SCHLOSSBERG
In the Garden of Eden, Rgusring oul what

on the planet.

Bess is the sssiest winy o make
adifference. But when you do peed new
clothes, you will usually be chooding

af the giotal fiber market by some esti-
TN

Mgt are made from petrolewm, anoo-
repewnble resnurce.

Palyester, one of ithe most comman
fibers, is a plastic destved from crude oll.
The long fbers that make up

-
happens when symthedes get imto the
hamnids of consumers,

pastic Mia-
wear and tear, and

hl-lmmrtsmmahcltlmumsy»

wear to be kind to the planet

When buying cisches, yom will ususlly be choosing among four types of fibers: pesroleum-based syntisetics, cottea, rayon and wool,

used as (ertilizer, From there, the fbers

DOTTON ESN'T ALL NATURMAL
Cotten makes up about a gearter of all

Gbers used in textile lor chabing, harnd-
bure &nd other uses. Symibtsc fibers or

shnringe, a8 n—emm:mu.nrir the

price af colion goes
Cnu.nu’suhm!afmgnr_uﬂlzmmieta
bus cotton sull

uses just oves 2 percent of the workd's ar-
alsie larsd amid secounts foe about 3 per-
cent of global water use, according o
he Unbted Matbong.

Cotton alse requires pesticides, Ac-
cording to the United States Depert-
mient of Agriculture, 7 percent of all pos-
tickdes in America ore used oo cottan,
and global estimates are 1L percent far
pesticides and 24 percent for insect-
cidiex,

Many of Liese chemicals seep inlo Lhe
ground ar run off into surface water:

Turnaround for luxury?

LONDON

BY ELIZABETH PATON
Consumers of luxury goods will appar-

r i/ Chi spend-
img, both at home sand aboosd; a return
of bourisen confidends in BEurope; anid ef-
Taris by bomary brands to identify and re-
spomd to the tastes of specific grosps af
consumers, particalarly milleonials.
“The last several years have been
vu-y difficult for the lnoury sectoe” Ms.
[VArpizo

kets and currency fluciesibons that kept
many wourists away from cities melud-
ing Paris, the market will mtam w
Erawtin in 2007, according oo the Bain re-
port, the Worldwide Lowary Markoet
Momitar, released on My 23, The report
estimases 1 global personal

gmdsm-h:l:ﬂ'ﬁdlﬂlllmmml!!ﬁﬂ
billion, or $284 billion ta $280 billion, this

yeas,
rages, up I percest 1o 4 percent Irom
£248 billion 1ast FEar
“lllaaaadmeu{amum bist pisciplee
Are becoming more accesiomoed Ly un-
part of their Hves,” said

The stronger Forecast for 2017 sbems

beer, we said that the ezl eoo
tinge to ] Eniled to re-
thesix Erai 3

to capture the interest of younger
CUSIEMOTE,
‘The Bain report expects annuad sakes

3 total €350 bithan to €200 billsn by
2020

After terrorist attschs in Paris (the
workd leader in the luxury market),
Brussels and Nice, Ewropean sales of
IMMM!IWH drastically in the

considering travel or spending cioser i
han.c. But gropolitical turmail bas since:
become samewhat parmalized in many
peogile’s minds, Ms. Dirpico said.
sales prew 4 percent in the
First three manths of 217 from the same
period last year, Efed by particularly
strenE sales in accessaries, pwelny amd

keauty in imainkand China,
where the sectar had been hampened by
a shwing economy in thal country, s
well as in Ewrope.

While Chifs and Exrepes are peboand-
Ing, however, the so-called Trump bump
in the United Scates — wnche-

CONSUENErs Caa ChdDse Organic Colion

convembionad crops. Organic
also be much mare expensive and diffi-
culk to fimd,

RAYON OFTEN TARES CHEMICALS
Rawan, ane of the first man-made fbecs,
was developed froen plast fbers as a
subatitove for sili in the 1Bth century
BADST Fazyom iy ks produced s visose
raFon, wWiich ks treaned with chomicais,
Inciading carbon disulfide.

AL LN PO TV W SO T

Aboat Che hEstory of rayon. The chemd-

forests bo plans bamboo for Faean, sed
Framces Kozen, associate director of the
Cormell Inctinme of Fashics and Fiber
Inmovazion,

Mis. Kiogen sarmeed thit viscose riyon

is often BE €MV
Twsmmullj rnnn-dly becouse it is de-
rived from bambeo, The Federnl Trade

Cammissinn in the United Siates has oe-
quired retailers to provide aocurate ia-
bels

T viscose rayon is produced e

Renaissance Gucci

FLORENCE, ITALY

EY ELIZABETH PATON

AL Gucl, Dmnlo!.lk:emw.l Alessandr
man. Sinee his

targeted travel Dans and limitations on
olectronic devices allowed on some
fiights o the country, Bain aiso Eigh-
lighted the strength of the dallar and
pooT pe nce of depastment stoses,
n crucial matonal ssles chanmel, as
causes for concern.

Dreesprite thoose factors, the Bais nepoct
padnts & cauticasly opiimistic global cul-
ook for the sectos, with maoderate ex-

WRVE gver 10 benadin luooury goods 18 be-
himd us: Thereis not going to be anctber
Chinn” Ms. DXArpixo said. “Thas said,
the growth we are secing now ks much
heafthier and less.
maricst or spending trend.
stilll very resctive. But for now, the Tus-
ury business looks n a much betber
pimce than It was this thve last yeas”

= o
A shopping omal! b Milan. Bain & Cespany expects sales bor personal huury goods o resch st least $284 billion this year:

s ] lht roie of m directar

ju:ltaucrmwycursmuw

Hoeman has besn hailed as o design wi-
manary, responsihle for a darsling tarn.

urmnui].rlinﬂ.lmu at the Ialinn luxury

hoase.

It felr firing, then, ther Mre Michele
chose Flovence af sunsel as the back-
drog for his 20358 crulse ocollecton.

Apd not Just because Gucd was
foanded in Flornemce im 1531 a5 6 leaibor
goods company. Beginming in the Mth
century, this city wns the placs where
art was first seen pot just as decogation
orreligious tribute, but as away to show
inteliect nnd Enagination. At the center
alitall wasthe Pakaeoo PR, bome (o the
Medic fasn@y, a dynasty of bankers,
popes and royally Wi Wers pEinHeE i
the greatest artists and thinkers of the
Renalssance period, including Botricelll,
Loonardo da Wingd and Michelangelo,
And home, earlier this week, to the
‘Guec resort show

Pir. Michele chose to maks chat Medi-
i palace his own, paving its cloistered

e,
0 imp” Mr Michele said ok
stage, surroended by an army of well-
wishers, Fis heavy beard amd bong, dark
hair were topped by a basebal cag;
nestied under godd aviaors thas dan-
Eled amild scores of gold necklaces was o
T-shirt with the slognn = Wour-
st im pink,

man he offersd af explanstion,

ind ideas for what might shape this
enllection, Mr. i, bl Focused
an the might power of anciens

place
M“WYd'dml Fao he
nnm&hrwhxth!mn ered the next
‘best thing,
“The anly em to compare o those
e

mmuemmlmmem
fugure, all

hewurs private toar of the U= Gallery,
Just acvoss the river — perched i the
Palatine pociradt galleries on rainbow-
‘hased caEvas Foods nsoribed with words
from & poem by Lorenzo de* Moedicd o

B And pearis — unthinkabiy
Tare during the Renaissance bat plent-
il for Florentines with money and infle-
‘ence, Mr, Michele sasd — were
everywhers: om an nl:rJdnn:
even

chamicaily freen bambeoo instesd of
¥ which is Enosm
as “bamboo Enem” it bas a relac
smadl environmentad mpact, buot it is
mmuch more expensive.
Amather type of rayon fher, known as

sludies are scaros, Dr. Blanc sakl.

WEKIL MAY BE MOBE suﬂamm
Producing wool reqaires shesp.
sheep, like other ruminants 1nclud|ng

e, produce methane, a I
grezmhoase gas, in their burps. One
that 50 pr_mcnlufﬂm
presnhouss pas smissions from
wanl mdnan—,- come From the Shuqt
themeshres.

SLill, ME, Eoeen said she ocongidered
Wil 1o be e ecologically sound than
OGN, FAYON oF Symithecic fhers, tough
she sl thas not everyone shares thas
view.

S0 WHAT CAN YOU DOT

gt clothing purchases.
arent made (o last, 5o they sre more fre-
ﬂumurtm'u ouat.

are made, ma-

l-erlulnmnhcnsl'u.pped
from farms to factnries ta stares, adding
1o emissions,

dusiry group. “That's the best driver for
sumamability: what belps the hotom
g™

For comsumers, the most effective so-
lution enay be to keep wearing that okd
T=shirt, buy used dothes or just make do
writh fewer articles

PTINGR AP 1CLARS WM ST TH M O TR
Alessandro Michele's resort wear collection was on dispiay in Florence this weel

Inteerded to be rrasssensonal wardrobes
Tor ped-sot shoppers wiso fit between cii-
Tates, tend to eIt on the Hetier skde,
Mot bere, In S0-degree Tuscan heat,

amd ower-

wikh Dringieg o6 e Arma, Al Sooentric,

guuumédmamr_h

right moment for the brand, which
started hese, and where wiat | am doing
is closer o hesort of Florence than otber
msameents in its histosy: 18 is not aboat the:
st | wambed o paint a new kind of ren-
i The

and

Guecci renadssance: io-

that change — Hke California is mow, 1t

This i Ahmndm Mlchglt
show, however, [t didet stop there.
‘Craiss which are

jected with reck “a’ roll®
That desire makes him, presumabily,
usnewmprm_
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All the president’s people

Many Nicole Curato

Filipinos like

Mr. Duterte

because he CAMBERRA, AUSTRALIA In the year that

smems to he has been president of the Phil-
ippines,

belar:?re called o murderer, a tyrant, a misogy-
nist and a And yet,

who doesn't to some recent opinion polls, he in-

for al t sF[‘llilres"muchn-ust in 80 percent of

them.

prey for demagoguery, o and
fake news? 1 don’t think so.

For more than three years, | have
been studying how

democratic politics
takes shape in postdisaster contexts —

v im e ies that were
affected by Typhoon Haiyan in Movem-
bermmanwasmn{l.he strong-

est tropleal storms ever to make land-
fall, and it killed more than 6,200 peo-

poorest
have talked to more than 250 residents,
miostly in hazard-prone areas the gov-
has

Ermment
declared “no-
Mr. Duterte's build zones,” and
brutal many of these
tidrug people, while still
s . reeling from
CAampaign disaster, were
masterfully energized when
builds on : Duterte ran
the popular for the presiden-
e that %ﬂnﬂwﬂmm
compassion Tacioban may
must be not be an exact
earned. snapshot of the
entire country,
but it reveals
ing im-
pOrtant, and some the

seems to be a rare politician who does-
n't forget about the people.
Consider -8

Shirelyn, a gregarious
mother of two in her 20s. When I first
met her in 2014, she Hved in a shaney

suq:punth.c[lmil:r

operations
thme, "It's our turn to help him® sadd
mmﬂamtedmmmwhm
during his presidential bid

northern part of the city — toa house
with concrete walls, a toilet, evena

on stage with him, "in truth, it's rare
‘that | shoot people, especially my
friends. But if you are unable to do this

<"
In the same speech, Mr. Duterte also

meetings.
"’wtmtapemm"rwl'usperedmm

old woman sitting next to me in the
audience, “Let it g0 she said, “He
cared encugh to be here™
Politicians in the Philippines are
often viewed as opportunists whoe reach
UL 0 constitents while they are
ing votes but disappear from view
once in office. To Haivan survivors, Mr.
Duterte is different.
Three years after the disast = BE, BVEn
s ! A = Y

campaign against drugs,
which has already claimed move lives

than Haiyan did. Rafael lost his wife to
the typhoon.
“It's sad,” he said, mentioning the

dzwven_lhmlpwuhhem

1 uahadﬂbewthntwhntm
Duterte was doing was fair. "He has
been fair to ws” Rafael replied.

In other words: Not all suffering is
equal, and mmskmmustbeewned.
Mr. Duterte's antidr

tirm of an extrajudicial killing. But the
anxiety I encountered in Tacloban was
about something else. It was about
people’s fear of being ahandoned by the
state once again,

Shirelyn showed me a notebook in
‘which she had written down the prom-
ises Mr. Duterte made in his first ad-
dress to the country as president. This
was in January, a few months after she
moved into her new home. For that, she

ly busilds on Ihepupﬁlarviewﬂm
ljmeare Mmisery.

Ina near where Shirelyn used
tolive, a market

According to a podl conducted in
March, 73 percent of respondents said

1 about the rest — the jobs,
‘the new schools and the better health

Mr: Duterte might get away with
murder, but he won't get away with
broken promises.

NICOLE CURATO is a fellow at the Centre
for Deliberative Democracy and Globeal
Governance al the University of Con-
berra. She is the editor of the forthoom-
irgg book “The Duterte Reader.”

Trump’s united American emirate

muhermummmmnxummnays
of relying on America are “over toa
certain extent,” and therefore Ger-
many and its European allies “really
must take our fate into our own
hands.”
mu&mlﬂmlhelmmdw
put a crack in the Atlantic alliance on

We're the new ULALE.: the Unived
American Emirate.

We have an emir, His name is Don-
ald, We have a crown prince. His name
i= Jared, We hawve a crown princess.
Her name is Ivanka. We have a consul-
tative council {Congress) that rubber-

stamps whatever the emir wants, And
like any good monarchy, our ruling
family sees no conflict of interest
between its personal businesses and
‘those of the state.

S0 any lingering Kennedyesqui

e
about us should be banished,

mmpfmmcnmm(mymmenﬂm

lexphlnsed. every nation kmow,
whether it wishes us well or ill, that we

grnnlswhnwﬂlm]:ﬂllsﬂrmmr
jobs, importers and who will
‘take our industries — and North Ko-
rea. Threats to democracy, free trade,
the enwironment and hwman rights are
no longer on our menu, Therefore, no

se:mbarmnmh.mrumaxm
billion.

2.) Pay us in higher defense spemd-
ing for NATO — nmwdnar‘ﬂusas&
which is using cyberwarfare to
every democratic election it can, but to
deter “terrorism,” something that

5.2 Payusbymly'ﬂanu"lngmlr

emir about how muoch of an imprave-
ment he is over Obama. See President.
Duterte of the Philippines and

Rodrigo
Bibi Netanyaho of Israel.
8.) Be Russia, and you pay nothing.

Tiow, if you do any one of these six
things the United American Emirate's
commitment to you — and it’s ironclad
— is that you can do you
want “put back.” You can deprive your
people of whatever human rights you
like out back. You can be as corrupt as
you want out back. You can steal as

poes.
Too harsh? Mot at all. Being in Korea
and seeing how much this country has

President Trump In Riyadh, Saud| Arabia, this month.

grown out of poverty over the last 50
adopting all of our values —

entirely on American democratic
software — it makes you weep to think
that virtually the only thing Tramp's
hael b say about Korea is that it's a
frecloader on our army (not even true)

its imparts and disadvantaged south-
ern Europe? Yes, he does, And NATO
members should fulfill the alliance’s
long-term spending targets, But how
much is Germany spending to absorb
one million Syrian refugees so they
‘won't be joining ISIS? How much
‘security is that buying the world? The
ULS. took 18,000 Syrians. Trump's

i it has us 50
11 .
in the form of security, ity, growth
i hips mnn:;cnuldm:mauy

1-202-456-141. D:n:ﬂm are standing
by
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How to fix the health bill

Avik Roy

DONALD TRUMP’S INSULT TO HISTORY

The president
beat up on
MNATO and
walked away,
leaving a
leadership
vacuum for
others to fll.

‘The tectonic plates of Europe are shifting, and President
Trump is at the heart of this upheaval. Chancellor An-
gela Merkel of Germany bluntly made that point on
Sunday when she said, "The times in wiich we could
rely fully on others — they are somewhal over” and the
result is that “we Europeans must really take our fate
into oor own hands"

With that line, it became clear that the United States
is no longer the reliable partner her country and the rest
of Europe have long depended on. Since World War 11,
the United States led the way in building a new interna-
thonal order rooted in NATO and the European Union as
woll as a belicf in democracy and froe markets. Britain,
France and Germany were central to that effort, which
for 70 years kept the peace and delivered prosperity to
million=s of people while standing firm against the Soviet
threat, helping end the Bosnian War and combating
extremism in Alghanistan,

This trans-Atlantic partnership is still vital. But how,
‘and how well, it will function as American leadership
recedes is unclear. So far, no one is talking about dissolv-
ing NATD,; Europe still depends for its security on
America’s puclear and conventional arsenals. But Ms.
Merkel's remarks underscored profound divisions be-
tween Europe and the United States that have one clear
beneficiary, President Viadimir Putin of Russia, who has
longed for the alliance, Moscow's Cold War adversary, to
unravel.

Before Mr. Trump attended his first meetings of NATO
and the Group of 7 last week, European leaders haped
they could bring him around on eritical issues, That now
seems like a pipe dream. Mr. Trump doubled-down on
‘his most destructive campaign impulses by hectoring
the other members at length for what he called their
insufficient levels of military spending, and by refusing
to reaffirm MATO's bedrock mutual defense commit-
ment. He also broke with the allies on other issues. He
offered a more concillatory line on Russia and refused,
despite their entreaties, to endorse the Paris agreement
‘on climate

‘h’haen'huruturnedhnm.e . M. Trump stoked the fires
more, complaining in a teeet that Germany pays “far
less than they should on NATO & military. Very bad for
LS. This will change” His remarks showed no apprecia-
thon for how NATO works, how Ms. Merkel ia in fact
pushing her country to spend more on defense — and,
‘more generally, how comments like this insult a trusted
ally:

Europe's dismay could only have mistrust was
deepened when Congress seemed to cheer cheered Mr.
Trump on. Republicans, who control both houses, and
who once prided themselves as stewards of national
security stewards, have shown little concern about the
way Mr Trump treated NATO members or about the
links between Mr Trump's aides and Russia. In a state-
ment, Senator Bob Corker, chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relathons Committee, gushed over Mr. Trump's trip
to Europe and the Middie East, saying it was “executed
to near perfection”

These new stresses in the alliance come at a bad time.
Europe has been battered by the Greek financial crisis;
the rise of authorftarianism in Turkey, Hungary and
Poland; Britain's decision to withdraw from the Euro-
pean Union; and the flow of refugees from the Middle
East and Morth Africa.

Meanwhile, Mr Putin, always eager to expand Rus-
sian influence, has exploited every weakness and crisis,
along with instigating a few of his own. Russia invaded
Ukraine and has interfered in electorel campaigns in the
United States, France and Germany, Mr. Putin has med-
died in the Baltic States, cultivated far-right-wing allbes
in v and wooed President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
of Turkey on NATO's eastern fMank. He is now courting
Italy with a savvy ambassador to Rome and financing

There are some bright spots. One is that Ms. Merkel
seems committed to playing a lead role as the United
States pulls back; another is France's election of Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, who has demonstrated a will-
Ingness to work in parthership with Ms. Merkel. The
two won't always see eye-to-eye, but Germany needs
France and Mr. Macron is a good i

Mr. Macron's first foreign visit was to Berlin. And just
days later, he has showed that he is not afraid of taking
charge. After greeting Mr. Trump, Mr. Macron acknow]-
edged deliberarely keeping their handshake going to
ke & political peint: T'm oot vour patsy. He made an
equally strong point when he met in Versailles with M
Putin, who had probably worked to aid his rival, the
far-right presidential candidate Marine Le Pen. Mr.
Macron gave Mr. Putin full honors but did not mince
words on Russia's destructive role in the Syrian conflict,
I Uktrakne and in its disseminathon of fake news, The
message was one Europe should stick to in the future:
Mo major issue can be resolved without talking to Rus-
sia, but differences with Moscow shoald not be swept
under the rug.

For now, it looks as if it is up to Ms. Merkel and Mrn
Macron o keep the alliance alive and relevant, at least
until Mr. Trump wakes up to the need for American
leadership of until another, wiser president replaces
him,

for months — Trump

promised that his repd for

Obamacare provide “insurance
VE Srvtrmmtcre it for ewerybody” Last weeks

shonal Budget Office report makes clear
that the House Republican health care
Tl faalks wedl shert of that goal.

But we now have a road map for how
Senate Republicans can do better: by
enswring that maore low-income Ameri-

AV ETTE e

actuall
That's because the C. E.O.Meclm

oo,

accound for how the A C A% insurance
regukations would drive premiuma up
Individuals.

owT, premiums have maone than
in the Obampeare ern. Most adversely
affected have been thuse whose in-

Americans have to be loreed to bay
ACA-based insurance, that means
mrlmmﬂnuﬂnﬂ.nh that the Insur-

Bt there are real problems with the
House G.O.F bill, problems that Senate
Republicans must fx,

al the A.C.A insurance subsidies.
While the C.B.0. was overly opti-
Obamacare, there's
astrong case that it is being overly
about the new House hill,
the American Health Care Act.

Tnearlier peports, the CB.O.ex-
pressed s view that arcund two-thirds
ol the people wha would no langer have
insurance under the House bill would
vn]unmﬂydmnsenntmhus’h.betause

bill repanls Ohamacare's individeal
manditl.xUnﬁcrthl:A.H C.A., there
would no longer be a fine for staying out
af thehealth insurance market,

Tnsurers don't beliewve that the indi-
widual mandate is having anywhere
near the affect that the C_B.0. agalgns o
it. There's another, more bashe podnt= i

-

Ountru:(lu

The 5 be Hna,rhehlu—

"“'"“*,,,,,,l‘"“"q,' o
m.n.: ™ AHCA —one

add G hecBO.
more dollars.” highli —f
ot honw the bill

deals with the

slek, While that part of the bill nesds to
hemmltrepresemsngmaﬂefplw

]‘.llﬁeed the biggest problem with the
Repuhblican bill — by far — is that it fails
people who can't afford health insur-
ance, regardiess of their pre-existing
Thealth status,
[

THORA

sistance regardless of nesd

Whether you're ill or in good health,
thetax credit remalns the same, I you
live in & high-cost area or a low-cost
area, the tax credit remains the same. [T
wouand your spouse make $150,000 a
year, you get the same amount of assist-
wnoeas people barely reaching the

line.

Mr Ryan's ingistence on uniformity
meeans that the A H.C A, doesn't provide
enaugh financial aid to people wiho most
need the help: the near-elderly and the
warking poor That feature of the bill
wonld price millions out of the health
insuramce market.

wark harder tolift themselves owt of
poverty: But under the A H.C.A those
wiho work longer bours or earm a raise or

subsidies for high earners.

Hidden within the House bill is the
kernel of & solution. Section 202 of the
AHUCA contains atransitional sched-
ube of tax credits for the years 2008 and

between

prowch, It wdjusts the govermment's
Bevel of premium assistance by age, lke
the Ryan plan, while also capping any
Imdividuals exposure tehdigh |

like Obamacare.

If tha Senate were simply to remove
the House bill's uniform tax credit and
comtinue the hybrid model past 20089
through 2020and beyond, the bill would

st likely get abetter coveruge score
From the C.B.O. Illzswx.emlube
albile to direct more assistance

lnlhn&ewnnnunu,mlbamn!

i the most 4T

Hive way.
By doing 0, Lhe Senate might ac.
ally maloe:.hemu‘!dualhm Insur

- by
dmmlnlhewungnudrjabenllhr Over
timme, we might find that more peopbe,
oot fewer, have gained coverage under
such areform.

Tewould be a success that would
belong not to the Republicans alone but
also Lo the Democrats wio in 20M forced

Mmmemmemhmm
thedr own ideas. And mayhe — just
maybe — after eight years of partizan
wrangling, we'd beable to find commaon
ground on health care onoe again.

AVIK ROY i5 president of the Foundation

for Research on Equal Opporturity and

o jormer policy adviser to Mt Bomney,
Rick Perry and Marco Rulro,

[essons for today from 1917

Ivan Krastev
Contributing Writer

SOFIA, BULGARIA Dur reading diet these
days is filled with anniversaries and
scandals This are

year, ooksores
being invaded by an army of new books
related tothe centenary of the Russian
Revolation. And on the scandal frons,
not a day seems o pass withowt anew
disturbing, inflammustory ndignity
beun-rd«mammummmmmm

Conald the newly published beaks on
the Boishevik Revolution bhedp us make
sense of President Trump's Russia-
centered scandals? You might be sur-
prised.

Many contemporary writings see the
BT revolation as litthe more than a
Germnan phot. This view is particularby
popular now in Russia itsell, whers
“revolution” is considered & dirty word,

lhh\giumﬁh{chbeﬂwwku!ﬁodor
the intervention of a foreign power. And
with Communism kapaut, many of the:

fram the rise of the masses
narratzives that show how the
Germans, as Winston it

apmmmmmm
hw.as many people see M Trumg's
elecaion vi

tionary dreams. If the maverick Bolshe-
vik had been German, the autharities
would heve tossed him in jail. But Lenin
was Russian, and the German i
command saw Russia’s nevalution as
helplul to Germany in the war, Likewise,
it seerns that Moscow's main goal in

bor achbeving German war
alms, Lendn saow a8 an ngtru-
ment for  his rewoiution.

not have objected to others exploiting
Rus=ia’s support to win, Mr Trump's
anlyother priority aside froem
first™ is “electoral victory firse™

This makes me believe that contrary

‘to the fears of many of M. Trump's
critics, even if the president and his
campaign knowingly or unwittingly
coilaborated with Moscow during the
election, this in noway means the new
adrminEstration will be friendly to Russia
or cantrodlid by i Ameong other things,
for the Russians to cantral Mr. Trumg,

the presidens
would have to
What can have his own
the Russian degree of self-
ot comirol — which
teach us about ~ Dedocsn Para-
doxically, Rus-
Mr. Trump? sizs aliegad
A lot more inperference in
ré‘:rlh'.b\':u.nll'lwcl.r
might imagine. o Bir: Trump
makes United
States-Fussia

wooperation less likely. The White
House’s fear ol being perceived as saft
10

Democrats shoold especizily learn
amother lesson from 1817 and ghve upon

Bolshewviks — but it was not enough to
diminish him ar the revolution in the
eyes of his supporters, In an atmos-
phereof rediced politiced polsrization,
Beadlers are tristed not for wha they are
but for who their enemies are. And in

trumpsaits. tohavean =
work with Russia This may indesd in Russiar b
‘become the hallmark of try from Worbd War I, but it spread
tiom's foreign policy. revoluticnary fever all over Europe —

Viadimir Lenin's arrival at Finland stathon in Petrograd.

andd cven brought civil war to Germany.
Mr. Putin's Ru=sia faces a similar risk. &
recent report by a Kremdin-friendly
think tank devated to the rise of
technaobogical populism suggests that
Illepnpuu:: wwehmgneﬂmnymu:
rn democracies

mm—mﬁbecnmeasmmsaim

The Fony of the current situation is
that a century after the Bolshevik Revo-

misaigixmﬂuclmentrsvulumnm

‘Washington cannot be simply explained
by Russiun's meddling. It was first and
Foremist hosm

IMAN MRASTEV, the chairman of the Cen-
ter for Liberal Strategies and o perma-
nent feflow of the Inatitute for Hurmaen
Sciences in Vienna, is the author of the
fortheoming “4fter Europe.”
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Trump’s words in court

Kate Shaw

The most striking aspect of Last Thurs-
day's opinion by the United States

Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit,
which rejected the Trump administra-

tration’s effort to revive its travel
and the Supreme Court should Tolkew
suiL

Itis generally a mistake for a court to

THURSD.FLY. JUNE 1 2011' | I.I

~ OPINION

How we really die

Frank Bruni

Oner recent years, without masch me-

now kill fewer of its people than non-
communicable ones Bke heart disease,
mmmmm

Burmmnnaol’rhfsmlm
Far behind it. According to the Institute
leulﬂlMuriumvdEvﬂuldm

the Supreme Court, Antonin
Scalia did press the federal govern-
mur'ial&wynrm i

mmmtlhu't he was “calfing for a
complete shutdown of Mus-
|W=Mlh= Unitesl States™

thius ere0st it
What wealght, i any, should the words:
af'a United t have n

;|
that the careful
‘processes and
What weight expeTtise
should the reflect ane not
waords of a LLS, overshsdowed by
i casual pressden-
in court? thal utterances or
tweets.
The ja
who have objected to Mr. Trump's

court could ‘Im!gwmlntnsdm

And countless

would also unduly disempower him,
preventing him from speaking freely
lisigarian

problematie,
nbmul President Trump or any other

ofac
dn'wlupmg Ldmbsﬂ BUPpOTES its
canclusion

Thazjud.mesutrkmﬁnbemu-

The Supreme Court, for example,
acted properly in disregarding Presi-

Inthnr,asunl’lhcmmbﬂn however,

WATE SMAW (5 an associate professor at
the Benjamin N. Cardaze Scheol of Law

how the meadia is reguiated in Singapore.
One can read and see almost anything

standards that regulators desm approor-
e Tor YOur BOCiEnL.
Just as Amaricans are offendac oy

POFE'S approach
“unsetiling,” but & reflaction of cur cwn
end social mores.
Ashok Mumar Mirpuri,
o Washington
The writer is Simgapore’s ambessadar fo
e Uinited States.

INDICTING A PRESIDENT
Re “Can a Sitiing Preskent Be indicted?,”
by Adam Uptak (Skdebar, May 300:
President Trump may be immune o
eriminal prosecution for acts commitied
aftar Jan, 20, but con a sittng president be
charged for alleged crimes commitied
before bacoming i 7
mmmmaﬂmﬁpm
dent Cinton seems to leave open
Tnxm‘hwlmbﬂlumm?s cl.a!ma
niow warking their the

mmnmdmﬂ-FBl
uncovers imaroper dealings with Russians
befare the i
‘Waould & crirminal inding against the
president in mmy of thoss cases affect his
sEparate

stay in office, from an impesch-
ment
Carl Mazoff
Stamford, Conn,
CORRECTION

= An Op-Ed article on May 23 misidenti-
fied where Tony Wilson studied English.
[t was Jesus College, Cambridge, not Je-
sus Colbege, Osford.

When it's O.K. to lie

whose 12- son, Tim, was
blown up by an LR.A. bomb in War-
rington in M3, said that f anyone had
tobd him that his government was in
touch with the LR.A_ as his son lay

peace.
In Spain, the Socialist government
set up a similar deniabile channel w
ETA, the Basque movement,
that led to the end of the conflict in
201 The Spanish government ran the

tions

through an

based in Switzerland and
insisted its representative should be
ot & minister but & local party official,
snmtnwwmmm

therefore,
people at the other end are. The prob-
lems arise with the motivation for
the caontacts secret and what
wou do with the clannel. It i3 certainly

odd that Mr. Knshners proposed chan-

oel t mmlawmmtrmmay:m}

‘ment but from a transiton team

I:hmhewentmnldﬂenghnmnutd.d
channels

all, is 10 st it up S0 that it remaing
confidential until jts work ks done. If
news of |t leaks, that 1s a fatal errar —
as Colonel North learned. In that re-
spect, Mr, Kushner has already failed,

JONATHAN POWELL was the British gov-
ernment’s chief negotiator in Northern
Trefand from 1997 to 2007 and is the
author of “Talking to Terrorists: How
to End Aremed Conflicrs™

=pansible for 67 permoldmnm

s showcased in an

| apen lerter that Mike Blosmberg puls-
| lishes every vear to explain the direc-
Blosmberg

tion ol +

which gives away hundreds of millioas

of dollars annnaily, moch of it 0o pro-
health.

mare.
“Im 12 years in City Hall, life ex-
pectancy increased by three years.” he
said, refarring to NMew York during his
mayoralty, which ended in 2013, As he
=poke, he nibbled from several bowls of
snacks — biackberrics, grapes, carmots
— arrayed colorfully before us like
props in & movie devoted b an obvious

| theme,

though,
“A friend of mine once said the way
o stop is to clase your eyes,
think about the person you diskike the
mast,” Bloomberg, 75, told me. "Now,
dummntmbeatma:hmralu

warld's top 1D causes of death — also
end the lives of many peopte a8l in
ﬂrehprku&hudtbegﬁenl’beﬂaheﬂ.s‘l

Countries rich rau.mem:nlfa.e—

snd poor bors within gov-

confront the ernmun:'alnl'h-
cace,

& ] Weoe used
which Michael Laxes Lo lessen
Bloomberg is the appeal of
upping the clgarettes and
fight against. ‘can take a simi-

lar approach
with sugary
beverages, We

can construct parks and bike lanes,
Wie can clean the air. We can im-

im 24M5, according to the World Health

Blromberg is advocating all of this in
anew role as the WH.O.'s global am-
for lis-

emsts, And his charitable
tion's Partnership for Healthy Cities
mmmmmﬂwﬂm
Ipeal povernmeents around the world
ﬂuthnplementpnlhdasmm
noncommunicable diseases, road
imjuries or both. A decade agn, his
organization funded two programs
ailong these oes; now it funds nine.
He haes committed more than S800

to stop smoking,” he said “Zero per-
ceEnt want you b stop being obese”
People need to understand better the
wages of obesity, but such education
i=n't ea=y.

“What percentage of the public
wonkd know the name of the vice preai-
dent of the United States?" he said,

msany hawve visions of 2020 dancing in
thedr hemds,
“They'll step on each other and

gets re-elected!
Fifty-five percent? Whether good for
my longevity or not, T need a cookie,

Newspaper subscription offer:
Save 66% for three months.

In unpredictable times, you need joumnalism that culs through
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Times International Edition gives you uncompromising reporting
that deepens your understanding of the issues that matter,

and includes unlimited access to NYTimes.com and apps for
smartphone and tablet.

Order the International Edition today at
nytimes.com/discover

Dffesr apirues. June 300 3017 et b valid for rew subsoriters: ondy. Hond daffvary suliect o confimmation by fecal
diwtritntons. Smarihone Ao blel s s Rl eppored on o devices.




14 | THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017

THE NEW YORK TIMES INTERNATIONAL EDITION

Culture

‘Bittersweet’ resolution over looted art

AMSTERDMAM

An old master painting
seized by the Nazis
will be sold at auction

BY NIMA SIEGAL
1t was 1937, Vienna, when 2 Jewish cou-
ple named Heinrs

the Mazis.
The prized painting became the focss
of & T0year by the Graf

A iy that tries (0 address teir tanted
past, These: GEreamanis ms:'.r nut resull
Imﬁarul.rnaﬂlumln

wibe, Erika, died in 2002 at 79; her sister,
Eva Hvesina in

llwﬂu‘t.lnﬁvh' heirs" e said. “Wo boo-
& comproenise,
It & not readly

p-aaaible,sowe settled lor whal we could

Ammmdmamﬂlﬂ net
respond (0.8 request for commnsent.

Canion, Mass.

“Dur preferred sofution wowd have
been o ged the painting back for my par-
ants-in-lew during their ifedme, or fad-

The Graf nndt
for the paimting since 1946, whon Heln
rich Graf filed & claim in

“Ideally, it would have bean
returned in total to our Family.

of the: cwmer some 15
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Mpr. Courtroom writes a beach book

John Grisham is releasing
his 30th novel, and this

one is lawyerless

BY JANET MASLIN

John Grisham’s publisher, Doubleday,
got a nice surprise last January. Grish-
am, whose yearly delivery of a legal
thriller is as reliable as the sunrise, had
written a little something extra on the
sly: a lawyerless caper. It had a pictur-
esque Florida setting, a fun-filled story
about book lovers of many stripes (from
those who write them to those who steal
them) and a heroine who spent time in a
bikini and sandals. Mr. Courtroom had
written a beach book. His first.

“Camino Island,” his 30th novel, will
be out Tuesday, but in mid-May he was
already getting a huge kick out of what a
surprise it would be to his fans. As he sat
in the lobby of the Mercer Hotel in New
York’s SoHo neighborhood, backed by a
wall of books too fashionably designed
to be his and dressed in non-black (two
plaids, glasses hanging from his neck),
the 62-year-old guy who has sold nearly
300 million books went completely un-
spotted as he talked about his career’s
latest plot twist. Does anybody ever rec-
ognize him in New York? “Never!” And
he likes it that way.

Grisham and his wife, Renee,
dreamed up the idea for “Camino Is-
land” on a drive from their home outside
Charlottesville, Va., to their beach house
in Florida. Its working title was the
name of the place where they have a va-
cation home, but he eventually changed
it for reasons of privacy. Its cover still
looks just like the view from the Gr-
ishams’ boardwalk to the beach.

It was Renee who suggested working
literary treasures into the plot, which in-
volves the theft from Princeton Univer-
sity of the original manuscripts of the
five novels written by F. Scott Fitzgerald
— or “FITZ-gerald,” as the Arkansas-
born, longtime Mississippian Grisham
pronounces it. The book features two
not-quite-adversaries: Bruce Cable, a
rare-books dealer on Camino Island,
and Mercer Mann, a stymied young
writer hired to get close to him.

Grisham briefly thought the novel
might include parts written by his wife.
He wanted her to write the chapters in-
volving Mercer, the female lead. “By the
time we got to Florida 10 hours later she
had made up her mind: She’s not writing
a word of this,” Grisham said. Nor has
she written a word of any of her hus-
band’s other books either.

Grisham collects rare books by
Fitzgerald (“I do not have ‘The Great
Gatsby’ because it’s very rare and very
expensive. I can’t bite the bullet”), He-
mingway, Steinbeck and Faulkner, all of
whom were candidates to star in the
story. But Faulkner wrote too many
books to steal. The locations of Stein-
beck’s and Hemingway’s manuscripts
are too scattered. Only Fitzgerald had a
conveniently portable five-book col-
lection stored in a single place, Prince-
ton’s Firestone Library.

As a point of principle, Grisham never
set foot in there as he worked out the to-
tally credible unfolding of the fictional
theft. For anyone who wonders where
he gets the precise details on which his
books’ suspense depends, the answer
isn’t shoe leather. It’s often Google. “I
faked every bit of it,” he boasted. He
wants as little real information as possi-
ble in order to avoid inspiring copycat
crime. And he enjoys the challenge. “1
love piecing together intricate thoughts
that people find compulsively readable

RYAN PFLUGER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

John Grisham’s legal thrillers have included “A Time to Kill,” “The Firm,” “The Client” and “The Pelican Brief.”

and they can’t put down,” he volun-
teered, and he will never need a better
blurb than that. Literary status is not
what he cares about. Selling books is.
Grisham is garrulous and funny when
talking about himself, much more so
than the tone of rectitude in some of his
books might suggest. But another unex-
pected side of him also stands out: the
accountant. (He has written books
called “The Abduction,” “The Accused,”
“The Activist,” “The Appeal” and “The
Associate” “The Accountant” was a
movie that had nothing to do with him.)
Much is made of the fact that Grisham,
whose father was a construction worker
and cotton farmer, went to law school at
Ole Miss and served from 1983 t0 1990 in
the Mississippi House of
Representatives. Not much is made of
the fact that he also has a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting. He still has that old
fiscal pragmatism when it comes to the

state of the Grishamverse.

His breakout hit wasn’t his first book,
“A Time to Kill” (1989). It was “The
Firm,” which came out two years later.
He has very happy memories of 1991,
and mentions that year a lot. It was the
first year friends sent him pictures of
people reading his books in the wild.

But it was also the year he made what
was arguably his biggest financial blun-
der. A small publisher, Wynwood Press,
had printed 5,000 copies of “A Time to
Kill,” many of which wound up stacked
unsold in Grisham’s office. He got rid of
them. Bad idea, especially for a guy who
now collects first editions. Doubleday
bought the rights to republish the debut
novel in 1991, after Grisham’s reputation
had been established and after the au-
thor had passed on the opportunity to
secure the rights himself.

“My agent at the time advised me
against it,” he said. “I got a $15,000 ad-

vance for ‘A Time to Kill, and he did not
want to cough up his 15 percent of
$15,000! I was too dumb to know it and
too naive, and no one knew what was
coming.” And where does “A Time to
Kill” stand now? “It’s pushing 20,” he
said, asin 20 million copies sold. “ ‘Salot
of books.”

Sure is. But one of Grisham’s conver-
sational habits is to say, “I don’t spend
much time worrying about it,” after
showing just how thoroughly he’s
thought something through. At the be-
ginning of his career, Grisham thought
about movie sales all the time. “If you
look at the first four, five movies” —
“The Firm,” “The Pelican Brief,” “The
Client,” “A Time to Kill” — “they made
them quickly, they paid top dollar”
Those were the days when he and Mi-
chael Crichton were one-upping each
other with best-selling books and lucra-
tive movie adaptations. Grisham and

Crichton hadn’t met but “we had the big-
gest racket in the world. He would sell a
book for one dollar more than I got, and I
would come back the next year, back
and forth. And they’re throwing money
at us. They would take the manuscripts
before they were even published.”

The movies worked, too, on a global
scale. “They’re on cable TV somewhere
tonight, being recycled, and they still
sell books — that’s the amazing part.
That model doesn’t work anymore.” Its
enemy, he believes, is the superhero
blockbuster that might make $1billion in
China. It just so happens that “Camino
Island,” with its female lead, inviting lo-
cation and huge plot whammy, is his
most Hollywood-friendly book in years.

He doesn’t worry much about book
sales either, except he’s very alert to the
numbers. “The biggest change for me
has been that I'm selling about half the
books I sold before the Great Reces-
sion,” he said. “Maybe a little bit more
than half. This is discretionary spend-
ing, and people are not spending.”

“The biggest change for me has
been that I'm selling about half
the books I sold before the Great
Recession. Maybe a little bit
more than half.”

Whatever else Grisham does — and
he has branched out into sports (“Calico
Joe”), boyhood memories (“A Painted
House”), a kid lawyer (the Theodore
Boone series) and miscellaneous
(“Skipping Christmas”) — he absolutely
has to write his October legal book. The
financial terms for those are bigger, and
so are the sales. “My readers have some
patience when I step outside the
thriller,” he said. “But they really want
the thriller. They want it every year.”

The next traditional thriller, as yet un-
titled, will be about student debt, a sub-
ject that haslit a fire under him. It will be
topical, like “The Confession” (2010),
which was about the death penalty and
mostly set in Texas — with a preening,
ambitious governor who bore an amaz-
ing resemblance to Rick Perry. “Ah, well,
no,” Grisham jokily insisted. “Fictional
character. Rick is a very devout Chris-
tian who doesn’t drink, and the governor
in ‘The Confession’ was drinking some
very good bourbon every afternoon.”

I asked Grisham why alcohol issues
come up in so many of his books. Does
he have an agenda, points he wants to
make about drinking or recovery?
“Nah. I’ve never been close to the edge
of the cliff,” he said. “I’ve been very care-
ful. We have a wine collection. My wife is
a very light drinker. We’ve all had
friends who got in trouble. I have writer
friends who battled it a long time, and
it’s not a pretty sight. But I really enjoy it
so much that I don’t want to quit.”

This was an interesting moment for
Renee Grisham to appear. She’d been
out shopping, and she was a little taken
aback when she heard her husband ex-
plain what he’d been discussing. “We’re
talking about drinkin’ and what,” he
said, the Southern accent suddenly
strong. “You’re lookin’ worried.” Well,
yeah, she was, but she seemed used to
his loose cannon side. They have been
married for 36 years.

As for why drinking and sobriety turn
up in the books, including “Camino Is-
land,” he picked up the thread: “I write
about a lot of writers and lawyers. Those
two professions have produced a lot of
world-class drunks. The legal profes-
sion’s filled with guys and ladies who’ve
abused it because of a bunch of factors.

I’'m not really tolerant with excuses.
Somebody says ‘Well, he or she was
driven to drink because of this, this and
this! Their problems were too much,
and that’s their excuse. I don’t really buy
that. I think it’s a matter of self-control
and being able to take care of yourself.”

This is the old-school side of him. It’s
tough, but it suits stories of characters
skating around the law. The part of him
that advocates personal responsibility
also has no patience for self-pity. “I tell
my friends, ‘Just stop whining. You’re
lucky to be where you are in life, you're
lucky to be here, shut up. I don’t want to
hear it. Nobody wants to hear your
gripes. ”

Grisham’s friends, family, publisher
and close associates are the only people
who can reach him. He lives nearly off
the grid outside Charlottesville and has
an office in town, where he says he’s sel-
dom bothered. If there’s an emergency
he can be found, but he long ago decided
he liked lying low. Watching Tom Cruise
get screamed at by fans during the film-
ing of “The Firm” was one learning ex-
perience. So were stories he heard at
Square Books in Oxford, Miss. — the
readers’ and writers’ shrine that he relo-
cates to Camino Island in exact detail —
from the writers Larry Brown, Willie
Morris and Barry Hannah, who told him
a book tour was a horrible thing.

But 25 years since he last toured, Gr-
isham is going out into the world again.
He will visit12 cities to promote “Camino
Island,” doing Q. and A.s with local
writers and meeting up to 200 fans at
each stop. He still signs 2,000 copies of
anything he publishes for Square
Books; that’s how much he loves the
place, as well as a few other independ-
ent stores that get similar treatment.
But he’s needed his arm massaged after
some marathon signings, so this time
he’s setting limits.

And looking forward to it enormously.
What does he have to lose? He’s some-
one who candidly says, “It’s all about
selling books,” and the tour will cer-
tainly do that.

Readers of “Camino Island” will learn
alot about how Grisham sees the rest of
the writing world. He has described in it
everything from what it feels like to sit
down and type “Chapter 1” (probably
not bad, for him) to how a box of brand-
new books smells.

In the novel, we mingle with several
writers who gather at the fictional is-
land, and together they present a Gr-
isham’s-eye view of what fellow authors
look like to a superstar. The popular
ones want literary credibility. The liter-
ary ones want to be more widely read.
There’s one “literary snob who can’t sell
and hates everybody who can,” and a
“Vampire Girl” who “hit pay dirt with a
series about vampires and ghosts and
some such junk.” Most popular ster-
eotypes are represented. E.L. James
must vacation in another state.

Where’s the John Grisham type?
Maybe there’s no such thing. There’s
only one of him, and that one was begin-
ning to sound tired a couple of books
ago. He mentioned how closely his
books are tracked by his publisher, and
that “The Whistler” (2016) has been a
bigger success than “Rogue Lawyer”
(2015). I murmured that that’s because
“Rogue Lawyer” wasn’t as good. He
shot me a “What?” and a momentary
sidelong look. But then: “0.K. Doesn’t
hurt my feelings.” And he’s fine. He’s not
going to spend much time worrying
about it.

Janet Maslin, a longtime film and book
critic for The Times, is a frequent con-
tributor to the paper.

Soul of the '60s

BOOK REVIEW

OTIS REDDING: AN UNFINISHED LIFE
By Jonathan Gould. lllustrated. 533 pp.
Crown Archetype. $30.

BY ALAN LIGHT

Fifty years ago this month, the rock
community held its first large-scale
gathering at the Monterey Pop Festi-
val. For several of the performers —
Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, the Who —
the event marked the moment of their
discovery, at least by American listen-
ers. For Otis Redding, though, Mon-
terey represented a transformation of
his audience.

Redding had already scored five Top
5 albums and more than a dozen Top
20 singles on the R & B charts, but he
had never made a significant dent on
the pop (that is, white) side. But clos-
ing the second night, dressed in a
teal-green suit — in contrast to the
tie-dyed or Victorian splendor of the
hippies on stage and in the crowd —
Redding mesmerized the festivalgoers
with the overpowering emotion and
astonishing depth of his voice. “Otis
seemed to be drawing on a different
dimension of feeling and experience
than that of any other performer who
would be heard at Monterey,” Jonathan
Gould writes in his impressive biogra-
phy “Otis Redding: An Unfinished
Life”

Later that summer, Redding re-

treated to a houseboat in Sausalito
and, inspired by the brand-new “Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”
(“You got to listen to this,” he said to
his wife, Zelma. “This is bad.”), began
to explore new directions in his song-
writing. Six months after Monterey,
though, Redding was gone, killed at the
age of 26 when his rickety private
plane crashed into a frigid lake en
route to a show in Madison, Wis. “(Sit-
tin’ on) The Dock of the Bay,” released
a few weeks after his death, would
fulfill the promise of Monterey and go
all the way to the top of the pop charts.

There have been several previous
attempts to tell Redding’s story (most
recently, Mark Ribowsky’s 2015
“Dreams to Remember”), and there
has been talk for decades of a biopic
about this titan of soul. Gould, author
of the insightful Beatles history “Can’t
Buy Me Love,” runs up against the
same limitations all these efforts have
faced: The singer did only a couple of
interviews, and there’s a fundamental
lack of tension in the life of a person
who virtually no one will say a bad
word about. (“He wasn’t just a magnifi-
cent talent,” Redding’s loyal manager
Phil Walden said. “He was a magnifi-
cent man.”)

Access to Redding’s surviving family
helps Gould flesh out his upbringing
and offstage personality; he comes
across as more quick-witted (“nobody
ever taught him anything; he just
knew everything,” his sister Louise
says) and cocky (while working as an

orderly at a hospital, he slapped one of
the doctors) than his usual simple,
solid image.

Exhaustive research into Redding’s
early years as a performer reveals
both his dedication and his uncertain
musical vision. One fascinating figure
is Johnny Jenkins, a local guitar hero
in Redding’s hometown, Macon, Ga.,

BRUCE FLEMING/ASSOCIATED PRESS
Otis Redding performing at the Monterey Pop Festival in California in June 1967.

who takes Redding under his wing —
opinions vary widely as to whether
Jenkins was an underappreciated
genius or an overrated showboat. He
plays a key role in the story, though,
when he blows his 1962 audition at Stax
Records in Memphis and Redding, who
had driven Jenkins and his band to the
gig, is allowed a turn at the micro-

phone just to fill time at the end of the
session.

His solemn, simmering performance
of “These Arms of Mine” changed not
just his own life, but the sound of pop
music to come. “The utter simplicity of
‘These Arms of Mine, ” Gould notes
perceptively, “recalls such minimalist
debuts as James Brown’s ‘Please,
Please, Please’ and Sam Cooke’s ‘You
Send Me, both of which served to
highlight the distinctiveness of the
singer’s voice by giving him nothing
but a feeling to work with.”

Music historians like Peter Gural-
nick, Rob Bowman and Robert Gordon
have all done essential work on the
history of Stax, but Gould takes a
contrary and provocative position on
the label’s relationship to its greatest
star. He argues that while the Stax
co-founder and head honcho Jim Stew-
art was scrupulous in paying his
artists, creatively he was in way over
his head; “his consistent misjudgment
of records that proved to be hits” illus-
trated that he was “content to sit and
wait for songs to walk in the door.”
Gould makes a convincing case that,
while Redding’s recordings are never
less than compelling thanks to his
remarkable voice, Stewart’s shortcom-
ings — he couldn’t fathom the contem-
plative, almost folk-based “Dock of the
Bay” — held Redding back as a song-
writer and repeatedly stymied his
popular momentum.

Though Redding wrote or co-wrote
classics like “Respect” and “I’ve Been

Loving You Too Long,” certainly much
of his greatest work came as an inter-
pretive singer, often of such seemingly
unlikely material as “Satisfaction” (a
rare example, Gould writes, of “a black
artist soliciting the attention of white
listeners by riding roughshod over one
of the great pop songs of the day”) or
his showstopping, sweat-drenched
version of “Try a Little Tenderness”
(“an act of cultural appropriation, not
accommodation”).

Famously, Otis Redding couldn’t
dance worth a damn. And he wasn’t
flashy — he was happiest at his Big O
Ranch in rural Georgia. (When he and
Carla Thomas playfully trade insults
on 1967’s “Tramp,” she says to Redding,
“you’re country” and he replies,
“That’s good.”) But what his voice
conveyed to listeners was an immedi-
ate, almost unparalleled connection;
he could wring inconceivable intensity
and complexity out of a minimal
phrase and returned, most often, to the
basic, raw power of love. He was,
Gould writes, “soul music’s greatest
apostle of devotion.”

For Otis Redding, the idea was sim-
ple, even when the people around him
sometimes didn’t get it. “Always think
different from the next person,” he
once said. “Don’t ever do a song as you
heard somebody else do it.”

Alan Light is the author of several
books, including “The Holy or the Bro-

ken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley and g

the Unlikely Ascent of ‘Hallelujah.””
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On the water? That’s just part of the charm.

LODGING

BY ELAINE GLUSAC

Whether they sit beside city-splitting
rivers, Alpine lakes or oceans, water-
front hotels connect guests to nature,
through merely a glance out the window.
The following new and renovated Euro-
pean hotels and resorts enjoy the re-
flected light of their littoral locales.

DUBROVNIK, CROATIA

HOTEL EXCELSIOR DUBROVNIK

The 1913 landmark Hotel Excelsior Du-
brovnik has long been celebrated for its
location near the gates of the walled city
overlooking the Adriatic Sea. In May, it
will reopen after a seven-month renova-
tion, promising 158 contemporary rooms
divided between the original Villa Odak
and a modern addition. Public spaces,
including a light-flooded lobby and pi-
ano bar, have been reimagined, and out-
door dining, with views of the town’s red
rooftops, remains. Rooms from 600 eu-
ros, or about $655; adriaticluxury-
hotels.com.

EXMOUTH, ENGLAND

LYMPSTONE MANOR

Opened in April in a former estate,
Lympstone Manor overlooks the pro-
tected Exe Estuary. Each of its 21 rooms
is named after a bird found near the es-
tuary, such as kingfisher or heron. The
space blends modern elements like free-
standing bathtubs in living areas with
vintage chandeliers and fireplaces.
Owned by the chef Michael Caines, the
country-house hotel makes food its fo-
cus. The seven-course “Taste of the Es-
tuary” menu features local seafood.
Guests can walk off any food splurges on
the site’s 28 acres. Rooms from 305
pounds, or about $395, including break-
fast; lympstonemanor.co.uk.

HAMBURG, GERMANY

WESTIN HAMBURG

Designed by Herzog & de Meuron, the
new Elbphilharmonie building on the
Elbe River is best known for its concert
hall within a glass crown atop a vintage
brick warehouse. But it also contains the
new 244-room Westin Hamburg, where
curved window walls frame views to the
river and the ships coming and going
from the Hamburg port. The eighth-
floor BridgeBar serves port and tonic

il

ADRIATIC LUXURY HOTELS, HOTEL EXCELSIOR

¥

. -‘I‘V r—.‘
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Clockwise from top left: Hotel Excelsior Dubrovnik, Lympstone Manor, Hotel Lungarno and Hotel Les Roches Rouges.

cocktails and those panoramic views.
An expansive spa features saunas,
steam baths and an indoor swimming
pool. Rooms from €273; westinham-
burg.com.

MALAGA, SPAIN

GRAN HOTEL MIRAMAR

The new Gran Hotel Miramar in
Malaga, built in 1926 as a hotel and serv-
ing more recently as a courthouse, re-
turns to its original purpose. The pala-
tial property sits opposite a Costa del Sol
beach. Indoors, the arched atrium has

been restored as a lobby, and geometric-
patterned screens, keyhole recesses
and perforated metal pendant lamps
lend an Andalusian accent to its 200
rooms. Opened in January, the hotel will
add two outdoor swimming pools and a
spa, and bring the number of restau-
rants and bars to five this spring. Rooms
from €184; granhotelmiramarmalaga-
.com.

ST. MORITZ, SWITZERLAND
SUVRETTA HOUSE
The serene Alpine lakes Champfer and

Silvaplana lie below the stately Suvretta
House, a 1912 mountain resort reopened
this year with 181 refurbished rooms.
Guests can take a chairlift above the En-
gadine Valley for mountain hikes, de-
scend to walks along the chain of lakes
threading the valley or just work up an
appetite en route to two chalet restau-
rants run by the Suvretta House.
Glaciers and lakes provide a scenic
backdrop to tennis matches on the re-
sort’s clay courts, swims in the outdoor
pool or time out on lounge chairs scat-
tered across the lawn. Rates from 660

LUNGARNO COLLECTION

Swiss francs, or about $660, including
breakfast; suvrettahouse.ch.

IBIZA, SPAIN

NOBU HOTEL IBIZA BAY

The chef Nobu Matsuhisa and his part-
ners are expanding their hospitality em-
pire to a growing string of Nobu Hotels.
In June, they plan to open Nobu Hotel
Ibiza Bay on curvy Talamanca Bay. Its
152 guest rooms, most with sea views
and all with terraces, adopt a palette of
golden sand, pale driftwood and marine
blues. There will be a Nobu restaurant,

with the chef’s signature Japanese-Pe-
ruvian dishes, and, in keeping with
Ibiza’s reputation as a party place, a

beach club. Rooms from €490;
nobuhotelibizabay.com.

LONDON

GOOD HOTEL

The Good Hotel doesn’t just face the
Thames River. It floats on it or, at least,
on a port off the river, known as the
Royal Victoria Dock. It’s a cable car ride
across the water from Greenwich. The
148-room pop-up hotel crossed the North
Sea to London from Amsterdam, open-
ing last December for an intended five-
year stay. Social sustainability is at its
heart, with materials and food sourced
locally and training for the unemployed.
Most rooms are ship-style compact, but
industrial public areas, including a work
space, restaurant and a parklike roof
space, encourage lingering in view of
the river. Rooms from £80; goodhotel-
london.com.

ST. RAPHAEL, FRANCE

HOTEL LES ROCHES ROUGES

On the French Riviera, between St.
Tropez and Cannes, the 50-room Hotel
Les Roches Rouges, a Design Hotel
opening in May, pares an original 1950s
building to its core to emphasize its sea-
side location. Nautical accents and
Provencal ceramics decorate rooms,
some with ocean views (even from the
marble bathrooms). Two saltwater
pools edge the sea; the lap pool is cut
into shorefront rock. Activities include
snorkeling and paddleboarding. On
land, guests can stroll the gardens, play
pétanque or attend the outdoor cinema,
all while listening to the surf. Rooms
from €210; hotellesrochesrouges.com.

FLORENCE, ITALY

HOTEL LUNGARNO

The “lungarno” in Hotel Lungarno
translates to “along the Arno,” the river
that bisects Florence. The luxury hotel
is just steps from the Ponte Vecchio
bridge. Owned by the fashion-famous
Ferragamo family, the hotel closed this
year for renovations, and will reopen in
June with 64 expanded rooms, including
10 spacious family rooms; 40 will over-
look the Arno, as does the lounge ter-
race. The hotel also features a 400-piece
art collection that includes works by Pi-
casso and Cocteau. Rooms from €410;
lungarnocollection.com.

Go local, with hotels” help

ITINERARIES

Feeling Airbnb’s pinch,
chains are offering more
than just a place to sleep

BY LIZ MOYER

“Tourist” has become a dirty word in the
hospitality business. The preferred
word? Local.

Travelers who want to seem like lo-
cals can now sign up through hotels and
tour operators for experiences arranged
by locals. The latest to join the trend are
Marriott International, which recently
took a stake in PlacePass, the tour- and
activity-booking start-up, and Royal Ca-
ribbean Cruises, which just introduced
GoBe, a seller — online and through an
app — of land-based tours and activities.

The experiences can be grand, and
they can be unexpected. On PlacePass,
guests can book a private tour of “Down-
ton Abbey” filming locations, pasta-
making lessons with a local celebrity
chef or family-friendly outings.

The new moves by these established
companies reflect the increasing draw
of home-sharing sites like Airbnb, which
promise travelers the chance to live like
a local, said Fiona O’Donnell, the direc-
tor of travel and leisure research at
Mintel, a market research firm.

“Guests want to feel like they are ex-
periencing something in the design or
the local flavor,” she said. “They want it
to be memorable and part of the local
scene, not like they are tourists.”

The moves are also an extension of a
trend where hotels are moving away
from a uniform experience, no matter
where they are, to one in which proper-
ties blend into their communities and of-
fer travelers access to local artists and
businesses.

Hotel operators already have a trove

of data about the preferences and be-
havior of their frequent guests, said
Bjorn Hanson, a professor at the Jona-
than M. Tisch Center for Hospitality and
Tourism at New York University. Now,
he said, the hotels are using that data to
get travelers to spend more money
when they visit. “Growth is slowing, so
they have to shift their model to target
more spending” per guest, he said.

Last year, Airbnb started its own
Trips booking site, on which local “ex-
perts” sell experiences they put togeth-
er, like a seven-hour day working and
dining in an urban garden with a Los An-
geles documentary filmmaker, or a
three-day burlesque dancing class in
London, complete with a workshop on
making nipple tassels.

TripAdvisor, the online travel booking
site, bought Viator three years ago. The
booking site’s nonhotel revenue rose 31
percent last year, while revenue from its
main hotel-booking business was down
slightly.

The start-up Hello Scout offers
concierge service and activities booking
via its website and text message for in-
dependent boutique hotels in six cities,
including New York, San Francisco and
Seattle.

Hotel guests use it to text local ex-
perts to book events, or find restaurants
or other hangouts. Travelers pay a fee
for the bookings, and the service is free
to the hotels.

There are also start-ups that connect
travelers with locals for dining-in expe-
riences, like BonAppetour, where guests
can book lunch or dinner at the home of
achef in Rome or go to a Parisian dinner
party in a 19th-century apartment near
the Champs-Elysées.

At the Stafford Hotel in London, the
executive concierge, Frank Laino, creat-
ed and is the host of a walking tour for
guests to his favorite places in the St.
James neighborhood, including visits to
places not open to the public like
Spencer House, Princess Diana’s ances-

MARRIOTT HOTEL
A rendering of a room in the Marriott Moxy hotel in New York, meant to echo a hostel.

tral home, and Lock & Company, the
world’s oldest hat shop.

Marriott’s investment in PlacePass —
the amount wasn’t disclosed — adds to
its existing membership rewards pro-
gram, which it had been building into an
“experiences marketplace,” where
points could be redeemed for local mu-
sic, sports, food and dining, and cultural
activities. The technology will be incor-
porated into the mobile app that hotel
rewards members use to check in and
out and to unlock their room doors.

Marriott is using big data technology
to analyze and interpret customer activ-
ity on the app and to make suggestions
about PlacePass experiences to try,
whether or not that customer is staying
at a Marriott property.

“Marriott is adding value to consumer
lives besides just a bed in a hotel room,”
Stephanie Linnartz, the company’s
global chief commercial officer, said.

Marriott sees its Moxy brand as a
boutique hotel with the heart of a hostel,
Vicki Poulos, the brand director, said.
The hotels are typically in urban set-
tings that are destinations for travelers
seeking a new experience, Ms. Poulos
said, different from a hotel in a suburb
where travelers are not necessarily
staying over to learn something new.

“We’re really making sure we infuse
that local culture,” she said. “People are
determined to get to know what the
community has to offer”

Its Times Square location is set to
open this summer, to be followed by a
second site in Manhattan and three oth-
ers in Denver, London and Seattle.
Rooms in the Times Square hotel and
others are 183 square feet, creating a
space challenge in keeping with living in
the Big Apple.

Moxy calls this “urban camping,” and
has installed wall pegs to move furni-
ture off the ground and make room for
yoga, Ms. Poulos said.

Another brand that Marriott inherited
with its acquisition of Starwood Hotels
last year, Aloft Hotels, sponsors live mu-
sic performances by area artists.

Hilton Hotels’ budget Canopy and
higher-end Curio brands also draw on
the local scene. The Darcy, which
opened this spring in the Logan Circle
neighborhood of Washington, is a Curio
hotel that will feature local celebrity
chefs and room service with drinks fea-
turing locally made Green Hat Gin and
other products.

Radisson Red, which recently opened
in Minneapolis and is set to expand into
other markets in the United States next
year, has an app that allows checked-in
guests to talk to one another in a group
forum, share tips for the best nearby
restaurants and bars, and arrange mee-
tups.

For travelers who are combining
work and play, “you want to check
things out,” Heather Boschke, Radisson
Red’s brand manager, said. “You want to
see something new and different.”
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YOUR GUESTS DESERVE THE BEST.
WE DELIVER IT EVERY DAY.

Enhance your guests’ stay with complimentary print and digital access
to the award-winning journalism of The New York Times.

LEARN MORE about our solutions:

CALL Helen Konstantopoulos +33 (0)1 4143 93 80
EMAIL intlhotel@nytimes.com
ONLINE nytimes.com/hotel-intl




