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Bright with Promise,
langled in the Fust

Just a few years ago Mexico was moving smartly
toward true democracy, free enterprise,
and partnerships with world powers. Now political

scandals, a rebel uprising, and the worst recession
in more than half a century have sant it realing.
Yet even in the choking sprawl of Mexico City the
timeless support of family, faith, music, and laughter

creates a resilience that fears about

the future cannot erode.
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EMERGING MEXICO

The storv of Mexico echoes the land itself, an arduous landscape of peaks
and vallevs rising and falling like the countrv's tumultuous histon
Growth and decline, hope and disappointment —all play out across the
centuries here. The Mexican Iand, which nourished America’s first great
civilizations, has endured the shock of European conquest, frequent
wars, hard poverty, and civil travail to be born again as something new
Today Mexico's 95 million people seem poised for another momentous
change. Rich in natural resources, blessed with strong family ties and a
hardworking populiace, Mexico 15 ready to move from the ranks of devel-
oping nations into a new role, this time as a modern player on the world
stage. But those hopes have been tarmshed, ot least for the moment, by
political corruption, cvil unrest, environmental poliution, and the Mex-
can government's devaluation of the peso. The resulting economic woes
have exacerbated tensions along the United States-Mexico border, where
drug trafficking and tllegal immigration rise each time the peso falls.
Such ripples touch neighbors 1in all directions, for our lives are ever
more closely linked —by the North American Free Trade Agreement,
by the recent guarantee of 20 billion dollars in U5, loans to Mexico, by
the growing influence of Hispanic culture spreading north of the border,
by the hefty U.S. investment in new businesses south of the border, and
by modern communications that shrink the world with each passing day
We set out not to produce a tourist's guide to Mexico nor to revisit the
nation's archaeological treasures, which have accounted for no less than
40 titles in NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. Instead we wanted to explore how
our neighbors are facing the current economic and political crisis and to
gauge how they are shaping their own future. A team of a dozen people —
the photographers and writers yvou will meet in On Assignment —traveled
the breadth and length of this rugged country over most of a vear
What follows is their portrait of Mexico—a complex country caught in
vel another moment of painful rebirth, somewhere between a turbulent

nasl and a promising future _THE ERITOR
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GULF OF MEXIGO Fueling the Nation
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EMERGING MEXICO 2:ic/c with Promise, Tangled in the Past
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L is New Year's Eve in Reality, Mexico, and the rebel kids are dancing. The
band plays marimba music over the murmur of a generator; people make their
own power in Reality. The dancers —all Tajolabal Indians —are like teenagers
everywhere: They giggle and flirt and then dance together shyiy, but in Reality
some are milifantes, truined to carry arms for the rebellion. Thev are among
several thousand Zapatistas, a group of rebels from all over the southern state
of Chiapas that has helped focus the mood —and maybe the future —of the

huge, emerging nation of Mexico.

Like their oddly named town, La Realidad, these kids are ssmbolic. Desperate,
poor, reeling from setbacks but still determined to win their canse of land reform
and representative government, they are like most of Mexieo. And, like Mexico,
they may appear to be just dancing, but actually they are poised, waiting for &
mamentous change.

Tonight the peaple of La Realidad expect word from their charismatic leader,
who wears a ski mask and bandoliers of bullets and calls himself Subcomandante
Marcos. Will there be mare violence? Will there be peace?

Across Mexico people are waiting, Driven by the decay of the old political order,
by the pressure of finincial disaster, by modern links to the outside world, and by a
gradunl building of agitation at all levels, change seems ineviteble, But its direction
15 unknown, Will there be economic collapse and civil war, as some fear, or is this
tension a necessary prelude to the emergence of a revitalized Mexico ready 1o fulfill
its promise a4 one of the great nations of the world?

At the end of a hard century, Mexico is strugeling, This country, 756,000 square
miles of deserts; forests, highlands, volcanoes, endless seashores, and trembling
earth, populated by 95 million people, 1= classified in the jargon of world economics
as & “developing nation."* Mexico's people are poor —they have a per capita
income of 54,000, compared with $25,800 in the United States. In many places,
including large parts of its cities, living conditions are squalid, Drug trafficking is
mcreasing. Pollution islegendary. Politics are in turmoil. And, though the country is
a partner in a dramatic new experiment in trade, the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), Mexico has been battered by the recent devaluation of s cur-
rency. The gap between rich and poor is widening. The poor — both the cramped
residents of the teeming cities and the indigenous peoples of the forests—are grow-
g restless. Even the relutively small middle class has conducted protests and wark
disruptions, Evervone, it seems, wants something new.

THE ATR OVER MEX1CO is a3 hot and turbulent as the land below. 1've spent a lot of
time in it recently, Nying my small Cessna from the bustling north to the old colonial
heartland in the center, to the Mexico City spraw] where one-sixth of this nation
lives, to the strife-torn jungles of the south, learning about both the turbulence and
the emergence of Mexico.

My first view was of its human geography, The patterns people have left over the
past 500 years of lving and working on this land tell a single story; Across a geogra-
phy shaped by fire, flood, and blowing sand, Mexicans have woven a complicated
tapestry of village, city, and farm vastly different from the disciplined landscape to
the north of the border.

In the U.5. and Canada, geometric boundaries make a checkerboard on the land
that looks printed by machine. But in Mexico every field has its own shape and

*3ee "A Traveler's Map of Mexico,” o double supplement to the September 1004 NaTioMaL
GROGRAFHIC
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each road its unexpected curve. Mk unepauand (1 Pushly ,

The Iandscape looke handmade. B e Y M . $ M fr  athms B A T e
And when 1 landed here and found g TR T -
friends among the country’s warm people,

I realized that if 1 was to comprehend today's N aiktemars T -
Mexico, | must first understand the fundamental " W |
differences and unexpected strengths these patterns reveil. s, bt

“ME ENCANTA MEXICO," Students taught a visiting friend this phrase first: "1 am WICARAGLA
enchanted by Mexico." The enchantment they wish to share is for o Mexico that :
exists separately from chameleon politics and moves to a slower drumbeat, This =
ancient realm of landscape, religion, culture, and family is deeply loved by the
people. Just ns it is zafe to say thot the politics of Mexico are starting to change, it
is also safe to say that these basic things will remain:. This love of place, of back-
grownd. ﬂfi:_lnntity 1= rooted in g:nugmph:.- andl 1imr:: | AREA: 756,000 sq
The land is tumultuous. Mexico is more mountainous than Montanaand rises i por: 85 million.
fir hizher than Colorado, Though it i= only a quarter the size of the continential camTAL: Mexico
U.5., the countryis made up of so much crumipled land that it seems asif voucould ity Wh
iron it out flat and wrap it around Asia. In the north the landscape Jooks like Neva- E.F’T:mﬂnﬁ?&,;
da and southern Arizonag —sweltering broad desert vallevs and long bareback RELIGION: Foman
mountains. Farther south the great lumpy highland of the central mesa rises amid ~ Catholic, Protustant.
multiple mountain ranges to lofty, cool valleys punctuated by volcanoes. South of m;:ﬁ
that, mare mountains tumble to the low, swampy Isthmus of Tehuantepec, BrodUCE, mator
bevand which mare hills s, clothed in rain forest. vehicles, consumar
The foundations of human life here go back to the time of geolagic formation; Hammlmﬁﬂﬂh
soine lava peaks are vounger than the bloodlines of the people who live in their mﬁfﬂ 2
shadow. Early hunter-gatherers had the variety of food that elevation change p-r.ﬂ-:m-e;md foodn,
offers, and the later Indian farmers could use the relatively abundant rainfall of the tourism.
high valleys for their fields of corn, the golden grain first developed here, The
dramatic terrain and climate also playved a role in creating the many intricate civili-
zations of early Mexicans by separating people into groups that fought aver land,
walter, and slaves,
When the Spanich hit the béach in 1519 and conguered Mexico as fast and ruth-
lessly as the gods they were first thought to be, they found huge veinz of silver and
other minerals that voleanic and seismic forces had lifted to this land's rocky sur-
face. Within a few years 5,000 mines were producing the silver that weuldd build
Spain's [emous Armada and inance its wars, The oppressive rile of the Spanish

stamped Mexico with an imprint of (Continued on page 16)
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European religion, agriculture, and industry, but unlike the coloniststo the  “"“No matter what the
north the Spanish did not obliterate carlier races. Instead, the mixing of govarnmaeant says,
spanish and Indign has created & people like no other on earth ;
I . ’ .illl'l". rr' :II..ll !:---'IIII":E :' e
Ilﬁl1!"'_||. II:: r-l'r: 1 I': III|I| I|'. I'\-I||||- I I.ll._l e m || :I:lll;ll_:lll III -_l -'Ill. _1.- IIII II;I |
| . | ' land.” detlares s defi-
||-'| |E.||I' ' EREAE L] | III rII':I .:-Il:II||I||:||r| Al |"|E:I ||| Iy :|||||I|'|;_' ||||' '_'I'l-:l'r||.| 311 . {et:lz 5 5 _Il
-'I:I|' _-II||- -I:r- ||i'||'_- --I- il:l: I!:|' II-_ Ilrl::- ) III !'l' Irll. r'.l-l :II-III_I.. III:I '||:|:III |.. - '::-Irlt i.]l-in_ll__::- . E_:I!l.'._l'.'
Indians — about a third of the population, most in the reglon of stripped rain who = like these three
forests in the south, But Mexico 15 dominated by mestizos, people of Span-

ish fend Indian hlood

niaskad Indans

. . ; !-.'-'.'I..IL“-.l'-r' LI_':'IT-.'.!J..!II'
20 or most Mexicans the deepest ties to this land date not from the arrival
| mahip loaded with homesick Europeans but from people who came here and he has seized,
on foot 50 long ago that even myth does not remember. Within the blood of

these Mexieins run the caavilizations of (Odmec and Mava and Azslec, s well

< the argent | WREers Of LOeE SpRantst
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villngers in Chiapas,

one of Maxico’'s poor-
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Thiz makes for a rich culture. The Roman Catholk
Church dominates spiritual life, but in Mexico iLs rituals, ke
the candles and candy sEulls of the Day of the Dead, are
g0 imbued with indigenous tradition that you can almost hear
the widl of an Aztec wir song in the smoky shadows of village
churches, Daily
Octavie Paz, the natlion’s No

ife i= a celebration of contrasts, according (o
el Prize-winning nuthar, Mexi
cans, he has observed, "-i--li-'hr m decor ;al'lnr:---. carelessness
and pomp, negligence, passion and reserve.” Lide s deep and
despemte; and the Mexican, drawing on the extravagant lan-
sempre wnd t

the conflict ol ongingin the Dlood, 15 Hlled with
grci emotions
You see this every day, in busingss, in irie ||||~=||r.._ Lile i%

personal all the time. A handshake is a deal ps strong as a sig-

awvers and
boardrooms; it t5 drives in the country, talk of brothers and
children; onembroce at doy's end

[he combination of culture, family, and memorable land-
scape anchors Mexicans and draws wanderers home. Ina tin
fishing village on the west coast | asged three lishermen 1l

nature in blaod, And a {oint venture 15 not just

friends who had struggled to ship into the U.S. as illegals ever
came home, “Of course, ves," said one. " For fiestas, lor holi-
days, [or Christmas.”™ his didn 't mean just nguick giriing
vigil, It meant miles of desert walking, sweltering bus trips;
and then the dangerous return journey north. They come back
to Mexico hecanse there are children and cousins here, the
sound of rarcherd music, subtle and spicy food, and the glow
of sunset on Popocatépet]. The things that matter remain
"When 1 feel like I have to lorce my smile, I know il = time
to come home,” sm9d a Mexican wompn whose work Lakes
heroverseas. " don't have to force 4 simile here. Here, I'm
mwayvs lnug :

“WE HAVE EVERYTHING, one 1I|"|I"'lI:I'i an lold me 10 exXitspera-

o, No Wiy are we ln origisd” 1 he pnswer may e in histo-

Ve survived centuries ol wat
followed by |u-nu|JL of stifling authornty. The Spaniards ruled
for 300 vears. After their reign the 19th century b r--ll-_'ht A WL
aof Independence, war uﬂth the U5, ., ovil war, another confiict, this
time with France, then three decndes of dictatorship.

The dicdtatorship was drowned m blood in the revolution of 1910,
in which more than a million people died. This led to a constitution

rv. The Moxican |-|-||,L|

moceled on the U.S0s and passed i 1917, But by 1929 the party now
known as the Partido Ry alucionario Trstitus ional (PRI had shaped a
svelem Lhal looked Hke & democracy bul worked like ath authoritarian
regime. 1 he party and the government were inextrcably hnged; much
the way the Communist Farty was tied to the U, 5. 5. R, Freedoms of
speech and press were curtniled, and elections were controlled by a
combination of machine palitics, corruption, and fraud. Volers at some
:l-'lll.'.': were handed “ballot tacos” —szeveral bhallots stuffed into one —so
they could cast multiple votes, Lovalists were bused from place to place

Lo violie repeiited]y (L ombensied on doge 22
i ]
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The buck —and peso—stop hera, land’s end In Baja California, Investors have pourad fortunes into

construction of resorts on the BDO-mite-long paninsula. Come nightfall, drug traffickers do

big businass in remote areas by staging airdrops of illicit cargo worth uncounted more millions.
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But the PRI also initiated some landownershio reform. developed Candlas light the way
1T !I"-""I il Wed i, Tile (IO ilecl more stability than Wi T 100 8pirsts raturning
il |-||-||| .rill!'l'__ I.l'-lli" I'!-._Il__|il:ll: _|!II|'II o [ |.|-|I. i L i i §# 1. i

i r.-r:- I-I _'_.

demands. Roads pot paved; schools were built. "It was noehoacan 4

loree, v= Charles Krause, Latin Amenca specialist for Th

ehns Jrme Lehiri ¥, Who researcheo "'.i_|"-_|| v & I inoing nekiticl apd econ El Dia de lag "."I..:::-!“'::

O ST for -i“. ISSL1E (] |I':|.- (EOGRAPHI | ”| t'l::| LSy ||| i |||| || :'II'-: -_ll.-|'_ |_|‘- |‘|||_ |:I._a__!.:
services in return for loyalty,” The loyalty was Evaiv N
F TR i

b TR Frat il . Bewativnss B nattiss il Mexicans keep vigil ir
The decline of the PRI began in 1968 when the army killed more than 200 cemeteries; gresting

students duning a demonstration over socinl reform, shocking the nation

[hen, in 1985, when an earthquake killed 10,000 people in Mexico City,

the government's response was slow and inefficient; Mexican citizen:




who independently rescued, housed, and fed victims, lost Garth
in the government's ability to talke care of them. Three years
later the hotly contested national election was accompanied by
frand— computers broke down with the race undecided anc
were bootied back up with the PRI s victory installed

1 on President
Carlos Salings de Gortan's economic reforms, which encour
need the takeover of =tate-run industry by private companies,
friendly relntions wath the U5, , and the signing of NAFTA,

In the earlv 194908 the government rode hig

and led to a growing middle class and hope among the poor

But ¢atnstrophe kit in 1994: Indians rebelled in Chiapas

an the day NAFTA took effect. The PRI s presidentinl candidate,
Lauis Donaldo Colosio Xlurneta, was assassinated by a 23
vear-old factory worker, who clamimed 1o beé acting alone,
although conspiracy theories abound. Investors from abroad
and Mexican businessmien —lost confidence in Mexicn, forcing
the new president, Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon, to devalue
the peso. A severe recession ensued, throwing more than & mil
hon people out of work. Althoogh Mexico's trade surplus with
1 time high e 1995, based Inrgely on the
peso’ s lower value, the economy 1s still ©

1-.".| ._" r_l'!l-_ ;.I'H-]-. I:-JE

e U S, surged to an al

ourleringe

Inas's once shimng image and Lthe b e i

represented to the Mexican people were both tarnished Dy reve-
lations that his brother may have spirited more than 100 million

dollars from the nation’s treasun

“The system is dead, " author Carlos Fuentes told Charles
Ferause, who found evidence of change all over Mexico, though
not that dramatic: A free press is struggling to emerge in prind
and television. | PPOSITION DATTIeS have won important local
elections. The middle class, hattered by the crisis, s restless
"Peaple are really frustrated,” said a teacher. " They want to
pay off what they owe, but they can’'t. If things get worse, an
uprising could very well come from some sector of theé populs-
tion. What else could people do#”

“v MEXICS, " Porfirio Diaz reportedly said after he was thrmwn

sut as president and dictator tn 1911, " nothing happens unti 1

BAYIE KLEN MARYES

happens.” He meant that Mexlcans operate an both pattence

the souls of loved and inertia, like the stone heat that brews in the depths of volcame Popo-
anes with prayers, catépetl, But when the Mexicans act, they act inexorably. Such a heat is
growing now. Evervone in Mexico can feel it, but no one seems able to
predict its outcome. Unly one thing is certam: Whatever happens t
Mexico will be in character. And what is the character of today s

Istand resident leresa Mexico that will shape tomorrow's? That's the intnguing question

flowears; and their

fevarite foods. Savs

Talavara: “"Bad things Cne day as 1 flew pbove a mountan range north of Gruadalajara, by
can happen if we i to understand the vast and entgmatic country beneath .I.|' | I-'.'I:|r'2l:.
lanors the dead, bt _n--l '.'-.l-:L‘ A woman IE'III.’I the northern l.lil.-. of Monterrev had -:'._Ill W
think wie have three Mexicos. In the south they are dancing. In the center
thev are planning. And in the north we are working.
| flew on to see those Mexicos and many others, each revealing the

wmtional character with & story wrmught as if by hand, hike the tapestry
saw on the lnnrdscape —woven with politics, family, and the past ]
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Patriotic with a
Dassion, ai '-.."."f‘.f_i- IR
crowd onto the main
plaza respond 1o &/
Grito —the presi
dent's cry of j Viva
Wexico! on Septem-
per 1o, the eva ol
Independence Day.
“They may scream
at the government
pll vear, but tonight
people come out to
cheer,” says one
resident of the capi-
tal. There's plenty
to inspire complaint
N 8 megacity of at
legast 16 million
people. Yet migrants
pour in daily from
the provinces,
noping against all
oads to fing betler
jobs and more come-

fortable lives







MEXICO CITY Pushing the Limits

rom the sky Mexico City looked like the scattered rubble of the end
of the age of oil, smothered in the smoke of its own terminal fires.
Looking down, | could imagine an apocalyptic kind of Diogenes,
with his honest lamp, searching theough this murk for one opti-
mistic man.

His name was Jorge Carmona, and he sold maps from & bicycle
cart on i corner of Avenida Netzahualedvotl in a part of the vast Mexico
City sprawl of the same name. Carmons was 70 and didn’t have a lot of
teeth, But he had a terrific white beard, a great smile, and a filthy straw
hat that he took off with a grandiose gesture to greet me.

Carmona had at least a hundred maps on the cart. There were maps of
Mexico City, Monterrey, Michoacdn, Tijuana, Navarit, and Chiapas, all
places I would visit in my Mexico journey. I'liked this old guy and want-
ed to buy them all. And because it's tempting to ask the most ordinary
people for answers to the most extraordinary problems, T wanted to ask
himn for a map of Mexico's future.

I diddn't, because the thought was foolish. He offered one anyway.
When [ asked Carmona if he was an optimist, he pursed his lips and
tilted his head back as if to kiss the sky.

“Oh yes!"” he said. *Not because of the government. It has too much
money, and keeps it. But because of the people. They can invent new
ideas, new ways of living.”

The megalopolis of Mexico City, with at least 16 million peopie spread
over a thousand square miles— roughly the area of Rhode Island —is one
of the most crowded places on earth. Here, as much as anywhere, people
survive by ingenuity. On street corners clowns dance, kids wash car win-
dows, old men sell gum. People go door-to-door to collect cardboard for
recycling. Once 1 saw a man methodically removing then replacing a sin-
gle batch of street cobbles, hoping for street-repair tips from motorists.

These street people —most driven by genuine desperation to this work,
which pays very little—underline the city's present instabilitv. Fifty
venrs ago Mexico Cily was elegant and sedate and had three million
inhabitants, Glimpses of its beauty remain in places like Xochimilco,
where fiestas float in barges on misty avenues of water that once enrried
vegetables ond flowers from farms to Aztec rovalty. And history elhows
its way into the present—as vou can see¢ al the Plaza of the Three Cul-
tures, in which an Aztec ceremonial site where thousands of human
hearts were torn out and an old Spanish church are surrounded by the
office and apartment towers that mark the culture of the 20th century.
But these glimpses are just islands. Everywhere the city pushes up
against the limits of geography, environment, and human well-being,

Nothing here seems stable. The city is ringed with volcanoes, is shaken
regularly by earthquakes, and is built on a lake bed into which its build-
mgs stowly sink. (The foundations of the more valuable structures are
rebuilt, but many others—like a medical clinic on the corner that Car-
mona works-—list into the ground like sinking ships.) The city's web of
streets is clogeed with traffic; jt= air i= 20 thick that residents have chronic
sore throats und burning eyves. Aquifers and rivers that supply its water
are overextended and polluted — cholera recently killed several people
when they drank from a spring after their city water ran out.

Most of the people of Mexico City are poor, and many are driven to

National Geographic, Augnust 1004



crime. Poverty and violence have been part of life here since at least the
1600s, when a new underclass arose, romanticized by the [fpere, a crimi-
nal vagabond who lived by his wits, But within the past decade even the
ance secure upper classes began to feel threatened, Government and the
police are no source of stability; they're 5o thoroughly corrupt that the
little bribe called mordida — the bite—is more common than mosquitoes.
Because of payoffs and influence, the law, as one reformer put it, Yis
only a vague point of reference.”

In the face of this despair there are glimmers of hope from the recent
past. In 1985 an earthquake killed perhaps 10,000 people. Government
response was slow, but citizens acted like ane big family, rescuing survi-
vors and offering help to those who had lost all.

“That i= the moment when civil society realized it had its own powers,”
said Carlos Fuentes, the novelist. Today, facing their uncertamties, it
seems a5 if the people of Mexico City recognize that for all their improvis-
ing, what they can depend on most is one another,

Jorge Carmona is a good example. Fifty years ago, when he moved to
Netzahualedyotl, on the outskirts of Mexico City, it was just a dry lake
bed, which burned his bare feet with its alkaline soil. He built his house
with discarcled wood and sheets of metal. Over the vears people moved
here by the thousands from the countrvside, building neighborhoods they
christened with hopeful names such as Maravilla and Colomn del Sol.

Conditions were as tough as those the newcomers had left behind.
“There were no roads, no water, no houses, no vegetation,” Carmona
said. “But we had a lot of ideals.”

With some rudimentary help from the government, the people pieced
together g semblance of

e those iceals by hand.
When 1 talked to Car-
mona, the huge city of
Netzahualcdyotl— per-
haps twa million
strong — was still cha-
atic, but the shacks
had been replaced by
rows of concrete-block
and stucco houses. In
the avenue where Car-
mona parked his bicy-
cle cart, people had
planted broad strips
of trees and flowers.
Carmona grinned and
. '| Eaveonelast word
ANy - | of advice, which

: ik Iy * . Saling Crus reminded me of how
Puacific Ocean Florts e i tough this long journey
fehwuntepes | had been, and is still,

Crulf of
Mexico

“If voudon't in-
vent,” he said, “vou
will die of hunger."”

Mexico Cibv: Pushing the Limits
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exicans didn't invent the notion of family, but they
nuriure it and depend on it. You can see this on any
sunday in the heart of Mexico City, Chapultepec Park
I'he park isa 1,700-acre swath of grass ane
wias once hunting grounds for Aztec kings. Here thou-
sands of femilies gather, the vital force of the Mexican character
“Family 5 very imporiant here,” sad Karen Budd Vazguesz

trees that

santaella; a high school teacher whose income has bean halved by

La Crizis. “ My parents hiave helped me a lot. Family members

help find work, give vou money. They speak to a cousin, who

speaks to an in-law, and pretty soon yvou eénd up with something.”

Un Sunday in Chapultepec, voung couples push strollers along
stone walkwiavs bordered wit
take pony rides, and boys kick soccer balls under a canopy of
trees. Kids suck on mangoes that have been shaped into Nowers;
their chins drnp ecstatically. Women in their Sunday best stroll
across the lawn in front of Chapultepec Castle, Emperor Maxi-
milian s former palace, which nises above the park on a high hill

1 hedpes, Litthe girls in straw hats

One of our reporters, Ann Williams, came across a family of
11 enjoving a lunch of tostadas and juice beside the Inke

A woman at the table {
grant fixings for a chicken tostada

“1 toasted the tortillas myself last night, " said Noemi Mufioz
Lépez, a 28-year-old mother of two who had spent half the nig

ashed a smile and offered Ann the fra-

ms who ebb and flow from the metropolis as Mexico's fortunes
change and who gather here on Sundays when they can

Most of Noemf{'s Kin are rooted in the state of Veracruz, where
retatives siill grow sugarcane on a patch of earth handed down

Irom generation to generntion. But with the family growing, SUgar

prices falling, and good jobs searce in Veracruz, younger family
members have been forced to head for the city

"I just arrived two weeks ago,"” said one of the voungest, Josué

Mutioz, 22, Neoem{'s nephew. Josué was staving at an uncle's house,

searching for work in one of the citv's many clothing factortes.

“1t was hard to leave Veracruz, but I realized that I have family here
to help me,” Josué said, looking around at relatives who hold good jobs

in the city. “1 hope to find more opportunities here.”
such dreams—often fed

here from the desperate countryside, as they have for decades

" Dreams help us survive,  said Ester Judrez Munoz, Noemi's 24-vear

relyving on Lhe family for tood, shelter, and moral support. * We're awake,
out we’'re dreaming together. We even tell each other the dreams we have

at might. Otherwise we'd get dried up inside and bitter.”

Through the long afternoon this family's dreams revealed themselves,

F =7

ot by one. Erica, 17, a high schogl student, studies

F.stier hopes to work in a bank. For her part, Noeml{ wants to go home t
Veracruz for good some day, with the whole family. Meanwhile, she has
the gift of gatherings like thas one, where the kids play amid the comfort

(Confimued on P

ing laughter of relatives

()

W Eenuinge hunger —inapire people to move

iotel '|f'|||.|'|i-|.'__-'_l‘|EIl:'1I|
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Netional Geographic, .

National security is

the order of the day
dunng the annual
military parada that
nonors Mexico's
indepandance, With
rraunting unamploy-
ment creating & crime
Wwave, parsonal secu-
rity concerns the city
gvary day. Robbaries
rose 40 percent last
viear, A holdup of an
ATM patron was intar-
ruptad by police

Lupnist 1606






MEKXIGO GITY 7wsing o/




and Homan Cathalic images. the [

i F K- N e T
i ey Wiord and Qld im W




Uverpopuiation nas
sickened the city,
Encircling mountains
trap tha smog genar
ated by cars and fac
torias, making ayas
Burn, Noses run, and
throats rasp. Victims
hit hardest require

treatments such as the

supplamental oxygen

given to a baby at
the Legaria Pediatric
Hospital. “That ward

has 15 beds,'" says
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Shadows lengthened across the park. and as Noemi's family left,
evirvone held hands 1o keep the swirling crowds from breaking the
Mufior family aport

|‘ ven in crisis-and tragedy Mexicans are always telling a jnke,” a
woman said. One 15 about Badl Salinas de Gortard, the former
prestdent’s brother, He's accused of, among other things, buving
animal {eed to resell to poor people for them o eat. When Salinas
dies and reaches the pearly gates, St Peter asks his qualifications

1 stole 500 million pesos from Lhe poor of Mexaco, " be savs

“You think that'll get vou into heaven?” St. Peter says

“Sure,” Salinas says. " You'll get your cut.”

There's a flash of lightning, and Salinas finds himself in a shack in
Mexico City, "Buenos dias,” Satan savs. “Have a tortilla "

Corruption 1in Mexico City—and all over the country —is legendary. T
hit< peaple at all levels, from the grand larceny of politicians to the cop
who settles the ticket in the street.

"1 pet a visit ot least once o week, " a bar owner said. "1 have to pay,
because there's always something wrong. I have to feed them for free.
They come, drink Grrand Marnter, and then tell me 1 should turn off
the ceiling fans to save money. The moment | see those puys with their
smiles and the Mexican flags in their lapels, 1 sav, *Jesus, 'm doomed.” ™

“"Corruption is to Mextco what repression was to Chile and Argentina,™
said Adolfo Aguilar Zinser, a congressman who recently-served on a com-
mmiission on corruption

We were in a small office in an nlley between rich and poor sections of
the city. In the street below, people bartered for T-shirts and mangoes ai
amercado, and kids plaved games in a video parlor. Aguilar, a slender
man with abundant salt-and-pepper hair, was thoughtfully wary. On the
table in front of him was a stick of reports that descrnbed millions of dol
lars of government malfeasance

Dr. Francisco Colin

Navarro. "On the
worst days it's full,
and we still havea chil-
dran waiting in the
Smergancy room,’

In burgeoning
Naucalpan a fatid
stream washes trash
against f grate at a
dam built to control
Noocds, New naighbor-
hoods have leveled
trees that once soaked
up the rains
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Hlamtive crnes and the .'-i||:_l'|: nales al a trompel punciuats thia harmaonies of manachis who bring

the ballads of Jaligco's cattle ranches o Garibaldl Plaza, Customers buy 8 song for a8 faw dollsrs,

then driftt to cantinas for tequilis and tortillas wrapped around grilled chorizo angd maited cheagea
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‘Corruption was for sp many years so mtricate o part of the svstem
that Mexicanes did not {eel particularly offended by it," Aguilar satd. "It
s gntrenched in troditions and structures. It is thé most democratic thing
of our svatem. You can even ave influence as & humble man oo a [ieeh
town 1f you know the judge. S0 corruption gives everybody access,”

But revelations that the administration of Carlos Salinas de (rortan,
aresiclent from 1988 to 1994, siphoned tens of millicns of dollars out of the
treasury have shocked the nation, and Aguilar thinks the people are resds
to change. Even cops on the beat have demanded relied from a system in
which they're expected to take brnibes and pay off supervisors. Daring ong

nrotest a policeman who was penalized for not collecting bribes persupded

Sacond cholce Tor tha

top joby, Frasidaent

s Jammy — SSS—

Ernesto Zadillo Poncea
tda Ledn soldiers
through his term
Lharismatic Lus
Uonaido Colosio
Wurreta, candidate ol
the ruling Institutional
Hevolutionary Party
(PRI, seamed des-
tined to win the 1904
presidaential election

until he was slainat a

Tiluana rally, Sinca

than Zedillo, a U.S,
s friends to tie him to a cross in the middie of a busy imtersection. The
man hung by his wrists for six hours,

But to fight corruption bere 15 to risk your life. A police chief invests
gating corruption in Tijuana was gunned down lnst yvear. Another was

aducated econormis
has stnuggled to lead
the country through a
brutal peso davalua sitsoned 1n Mexico l1r In 1984 Aguilar wigs |:|-Ir1'||-|| « and beaten
tion. disclosure of v Lhugs trying to stlence lnm. Recently aides outsicde a building whaere
e WHS ivestigaling suspcious recorcds were altackad and Dretl
kidnapped. Was it just a rabbery ora threat? He didn't know

Arullar gathered the evidence on the table andd pul it inio a srmiall. B
L-arios Salinas de tereid satchel, He went downstairs. The air was warm, and the place was

Gortari, and rumors full of vorces and music. Aguilar locked the door behind him and stepped

Ihe admonistration ol

ANEET, O
optimistc in s complex way as the map salesman was i s simplicits

| foiind it hard to imagine that ths one man could make s real dibfer-

that a PRI faction had inta the street, a slight man in a dark suit carryving a bag full of ¢
Lolosio killed

ence, bul Mexico Citv's very turmoill may make chanee possible. 1 there is
nape for this grand and troubled old citv, though, surely 1178 in the charac-
ter of the people themselves, people with the determination of Asullar and
il I.I:I|.|_'. vitality of Moemi Mufioz |__--':u-_-' and the anger of th COp Whn
hung from the cross to demand his own right to honesty — all staking thei

ves on imventing a better future

5 Naftonnd Georrnpliac, Aueust 00



I".-:.r'-'-l VBT |1|' b
borm =in Magdalena
de Kino, Sonora
L-olosio draws one last
rowd. | han Fresidaent
Salinas l[above. at can-
ter) gbl] commancdeda
reqsnect 45 he siood |"_.-
Colosia's father at the
March 1984 funaeral
Mow callad a crook
and mocked by masks

old an the streat

[P ]

Salinas hides in exile,
Mough no charges
have baan brought

against him
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Fresh stucco and a coat of bright paint will fimsh a housa built, and now shared, by three brothers

n darno Nortae, an old sand guarry. 'I'd like to have my own place,  s8vs the wite of one brother

Hut every day things arg morg axpansive, | hat makes it impossibie for us to leave
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Everyone has to pitch in tar the

Herndnder family to survive.
Six-yvear-old Angie Eliz

tleft) does har part on

atath
a week-
and, juggling at an intersection
while her mother, Gabriala
behind her, takes 5 bresther
with her baby sister, Sara
MNavell, and hoer uncle Josa, Her
father, José Anlonio, clowns
nearby with more children
Every other minute cars stop
at tha light, and a8 new act
begins. Dna child somearsaults,
shakes a balloon-plumped bot
tom, or wigales a dance sitting
ona parant'sshoulders. COut of
half-opened windows hands
offer small coins before the
traffic starts up. An average
day brings aboul ten dollars
"MNecessity taught us how 1o
antartain people in this way,”
pxplains Gabriaela. She and har
husband have seven childran

to feed a= wall as his thres

prohanad brothers, I'd rather
have my childran bag than
gteal.  she says
|"." i e .'.l_ = | o rl
While José Antonio looks for

B job with dacent pay, clown-
ing pays the rent for two rough
roams bayond the city lmits
in Natzahualcoyotl. Thare
Gahriata gets sevan-yaar-old
Ana Marla and eight-vear-old
Eduardo ready for schoo) (bot-
tom left). t's Ana Maria's first
day in first grade, and her
father sends her off with new

pens and natebooks markead

with har name (baiow]

During the weeak Joss Anto-
nio takes some of the younger
children downtown to parfornm

gbriala stays home to core for
the oldar onas after schoo
“"Some paaple who watch me

from theair cars think I'm lary

Thay tall me to get a job,"” she
zavs. "'But how can | do that?

'here's no work L
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Caught in the fast
lane of change,
Tarahumara Indians
trek home on a
newly paved high-
way in the Sierra
Madre of Chihuahua,
Once the stronghold
of renegade Indians
and gunslinging
desparadoes, Mexi-
co's rugged north-
western cordillera is
changing forever.
Commercial logging
and drug trafficking
now reach into
lonely upland
valleys where
time has pooled for
generations,

As one Tarahu-
mara laments,
“"These ara ungrate-

ful times.”



SIERRA MADRE 5..cib01c of the Frontier

geyond that river the country s Hough by reputation, exoiic has proved a barriar to settie
ErY wWild and danaerous,” & avian in nama, the Siarra ment forcenturies—and a
rusty prospecton warns grean Madra Dccidental (or Maothe gyodsend to ranegadas fram

horn Humphrey Bogartin the Mountains of the West) re Geromima 1o Pancho Yills

filrm The Treasure of the Swerra maEins one ol tha last untram Today, hovwavear, the Sierra’s
= | I 1 j N v -
Madre "Mountains rise gbove meled wildernessas in Mexico. mare of volecanic peaks. dusty

[he glous yvalleyvs which 'he northarm portion of the platasus, and vast chasms Nas

are full of deadly insects and gUl-mile-long range is tamed bean penatrated Dy 8 growing

huge snagas and Torocious for s immonss, mila-gdeap NEtWorK of roads. cven so, the
tigers so big and strong thay gorges (balow) —Mexico's MOUNLamn range that muscios

an climb treas with burros i inswer to the Grand Canyon gouthward from the US. bor

thair mouths such daunting topography der s still remoteenaugh o
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sheltar soma 60,000 rmclusiva off the ttimbar,” says Pedro
Tarahumara and a smallas Baltrin, 8 grzzied looging

number of Tepehuan Indians truck drivar. "“Whean the forest
It also preserves an astonish- Is finished, so are we
ing divearsity of wildiite. “Asiasfa viga,” he says
‘We barely know what we Imtoning what might be consid
have in the Sierra, bul we di ared a mantira for all Maxico;
know what we've lost,” says That's Jife
Mexican environmentalis Meanwhlile, in the cragogies
Edwin Bustillos. " Grizzly baars cormars of the Siarra such oon-
gare gone, and the woll and the lemporary troubles can searm
Imparial woodpecker are prot dacaptively Tar away, In tha
ably wall on thair way,' farahumara s sunburred can
scientists on both sides of vons, shamans still offer sacr

the border agrea that the Sler- fices of meat and corn t

ra s mossaic of high desert, pnsure good harvests. Work-

iropical torest, and stands of griaried mestizo farmers st
pine and ogk—ona of the rich- plant their crops by the phases

gl agsemblages of habitals in af the moon. And dally life stil

Morth Amaerica — s vanishing plods along at a pace set cen

fast. The culprits: overgrazing turies ago by men and supplies

ano intense 1oaqing LANEIng ||'-.-'.-'-'||-|"'.i on e ||:i|'|-=.'-
cfTorts to save the region's of sweating mules

igst 2 parcent of intact old "I watch the satellites pass

growth forest are under way., gverat nignt, ” says cenito

But old hebits—formed by dac Farra, an octogenarian mule

ades ol living hand to mouth gkinnar. " They are very 1ew

Boom o bust—dia hard And they must hava more

"Thousands of psople live mportant places to go
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Laoking for traffic, not trouble, Tarahumara youths wait to hitch & ride home after the Virgin

of Guadalupea Day celabration in the village of Norogachic. "'Peopla here are more tranguiie than

i the cities,” savs a villager, ""The city has (oo many temptlations
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A murky trickle sustaing life In
ADoreachic, where vVirginia
Cruz {right) uses the dregs of
her valley's surface watar to
scrub clothes,

Four years of drought have
foraced many saminomadii
Tarahumara 1o migrate I
hare-knuckled lumber towns
such as Creel (below) in search
o govarnment assistance ol
work. Uthers venture as far as
Ciuded Juarez, soma 350 milas

away on the Texas bordai

Calamities of a man-made
sort plague Marina Rivas (he-
ow right), a Tepehuan whose
nusband was run off his sub
sistence farm a year ago by

f'-.-"l P i =Tl

He was defending our land,

arootics traffickers
50 they sant two mean to kill

him,"” says Rivas. Uncertain of
nis Tate, ner hopes fade with
gvery passing day. "'l don't

tl-lr.ll I.f_- 'l-:.-_r-r-l |I-!1I_I|' -I.

intimidatad by armed thugs
many Indians have bean
coarced into planting oplun
popples —the source of heroir

B mariuang in thair isolated
fialds. The price of resistanca:
mora than 160 Tarahumara
and Tepehuan killed in Rivas's
canyon homeaiand since 1388,

Like earlier bonamras of sil
var, nooted stock, and Lmber
grugs are onty the latest
rougn-newn commaodity to be
wrenched from the Sierra
Medre — often at the Indians’
gxpense, But now thera is a
ditference: The fronfier's once
wide horizons ara shrinking.

“These people have survived
senturies of lawlessness by
withdrawing,  says a human
rights worker of the moun
tains’ shy native pecple. "Only
now there isn't any plage

aftto go.” ]
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As bold as the city
Inat ot i, the
Liahthouse of Com
merce shools sky
ward, eclipsing
Monterray s colo
nial-ara cathedral
and its landmark,
Sacddie Mountain. A
moanument 1o entre
preneurial spirit, the
Z230-toot-tall tower
reminds all that
ndustry shaped this
comimunity —ana
will see it through
the current down-
turn. Manvy compa-
nias. In fact. are
rabounding. “"Theay
ware in a crisis in the
as too, and they
survived,  noles a

DUsSINEsSsSWOIman

-!_I-. r i ol r |I ] A
ayv usually o,



54

MONTERREY oifronsing the Future

t's like a bar of steel pulled fresh out of the furnace and stabbed into
the center of the city, still glowing hot. It rises in the heart of the
northeastern metropolis of Monterrey, & hardworking city of three
million people. The name of this concrete symbaol is Faro del Comer-
cio, the Lighthouse of Commerce,

Commercial drive is not Mexico's imopge, The country presents a
marina face to the world: laid-back, easygoing. This is & small part of
the truth. Mexicans seem able to put up with things they can' t control,
like time. But when it comes to work, they know how,

This is vivid in Monterrey. The city lies on dry plains studded with
vucca trees, with its back to a ridge of mountains so steep that from the
gir it looks as if Mexico were a rug pushed up ngainst the wall of Texas.
Monterrey is o sprawling, spacious city, with a clump of office and hotel
towers at its center. The city spreads across the desert—factories, colo-
mias, and businesses often interspersed with patches of open land or
slums and connected by broad avenues or modern expressways.

Monterrey = wealthier than many Mexican towns. There are golf
courses for the rich — memberships range from $35,000 to $200,000—and
shopping malls for the middle class. Monterrey has taken more strides
toward a fully developed economy than much of the nation. Two of the
characteristics of Mexico —family values and willingness to work — plus
Monterrey's relative closeness to the border have made a powerful force
for development. But the economic crisis has weakened this force. Busi-
nesses have fniled, and unemplovment 12 high. Today Monterrey is
caught between the enticing economy of the north and the characterstics
of its heritage, which offer strengths and weaknesses for the future,

“The first settlers here were so isolated that they developed a different
culture,” said Alejandro Garza Lagiera, who is part of the largest bal-
lionaire family in Monterrey, “They were real settlers; they didn’t
depend on grants from the king of Spain. They had to work hard.” Gar-
ea Lagtiera’s grandfather built a brewery, and since then the family has
expanded into evervthing from steel and banking to glass and chemicals:
“They were prolific,” Garza Lagiliera said, * bothin generating new
enterprises and having children.” He smiled. * You have to multiply the
businesses faster than the family." Today the family 15 koown as the
(rarza Sadas; it has been called the most important business family in
Latin America. The family is an example of one of the vital differences
between the United States and Mexico: Throughout the spectrum of com-
merce, work and family still mingle intimately.

Chief executives are linked by blood rather than professional back-
ground, and work is conducted on & much more personal level. ¥ You
don't get right down to business, " said an American who has worked for
charitable organizations with Garza Lagiiera. “ First vou socialize, they
get to know vou, they ask about your family. After dinner they put out A
bottle of Chivas Regal, and vou talk™

This family work éthic can affect both the economy and the com-
munity. With billions controlled by a few linked individuals, family
investment decisions can affect the whole nation. At the company level,
family-like concern for employvees leads compamies to offer classes, low-
interest loans; and financial counseling. The (Garza Sadas have helped
finance colleges, museums, galleries, and performing arts centers.

Notional Geoeraphic, Aupust 1906



“A professional CEO looks ahead just four months,” Garza Lagiiera
told me. “A family business takes a longer look and gives mare to the
commiunity.”

If this traditional part of the Mexican charncter enhances Mexico’s
version of modern business, another piece of the past underminesit. In
terms of resources Mexico is not poor: It is rich in miperals and oil and
has a share of good farmland. But from the days when Spanish royalty
removed much of the silver from Mexico to finance ite wars, the wealth
created by these assets has been held in relatively few hands. Half the
nation's wealth is reportedly controlled by about two dozen family
groups, among them the Garza Sadas. More than half of Mexican fam-
ilies live on less than a thousand pesos ($135) a month.

The difference hetween rich and

™ TEXAS poor —worsened by the crisis that has
. g ' | shrunk the middle class and lowered the
”1 - S P,y Sy yille value of workers' wages— leads to high
1 Manteerny “Matamerss | crime rates, pushes desperate legal
AN ' immigrints into the United States, and
S A casts a shadow on Mexico's hopes for
T2 L EaN W e the future.
X\ TR, Tl When 1 visited the Garza Sardas’
= ]i MASEITAS Gulfof brewery, bottles on conveyor belts clat-
Y e uéw 1 sl tered together with a musical roar like a
-. . {':“; f‘“f‘l thousand sleigh bells rfinging. In a break
A ;-i S room a mustached man 1 will call Chu-
Lo T eManta cho laughed with his friends.
POTOS! 4 o “We sit in the break room and tell

jokes to ease the tension,” said Chucho,
A 38-year-old with a bright smile but with his own fears for the future.
ul't'll" T-ﬂu-lh ﬂght tll:lw."

Thiz tension is caused by the crisis, by corporate belt-tightening in
Monterrev, which has led to layoffs and makes Chucho fee] less secure,
and by the simple frustration of being poor,

Chucho makes about $00 pesos & week. Although he has a house, air-
conditioning, and three children in school, he has no money for extras.
By the time his wife pavs for basics, there is around ten dollars & week
left, not enough to get nhead.

In Houston or Detroit, hard workers like Chucho would fill the malls.
In Mexico they struggle to pay their bills for flour at the company store:
The average wage in Monterrey is five dollars a day, Most economists
argue that a key to a healthy econormy is to put purchasing power into the
hands of consumers. Chucho and his family &re potential consumers. but
they don't make enough to consume.

One night 1 walked through the downtown plaza by the Lighthouse of
Commerce. Spotlights turned it pink. A five-vear-old boy was trying to
sell paper cups of tamarind pulp. His 14-year-old sister sold candy near-
by. They were from the poor side of town, the side that 5till dominates
Mexico. I bought a cup. Then it struck me that here was'a piece of the
national character that could someday build a strong Mexico: Among all
the poor people trying to make a living on the streets, | had seen very few
heggars, Rich or poor, the familics of Mexico prefer to work,

Monterrey: Confronting the Fulure
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anhartcut to prospaerity, & glass- fishoot af anothar busginess
coverad bridge links a hotel 1o In this case the Cuauhtemoc
the city's new convention can Maoctezuma brawary, which
ler —imain attraction at an progucas Uos BEquis and othar
irfarnational Dusiness com bears, started up a glass T
piax built on the grounds of B tory 1o supply botties, Todas
foundry gone bust A runaway Vitro produces everything
succass, the centar books big from car windows to fine crys-
gvents such as trade shows tal in factones throughout the
W years in advancs namisphere.

Fraa trace, coupled with the I he brewery also started o
dornestic slump, has forced stegl plant, Hylsa, to make caps
Qmpanies here to become and cang: Hylsa s the only
globally compatitive. Vitro company in the world making
glassworks has rebuilt its ongl ultrathin sheets of steel by hot
nal 1809 buliding as a mu ralling —quickar and cheaper
saum, but its machines—like than the standard cold pro

-
'

28 1 he oroduct coals for 772

thia bhottle press (belowi—are :
stata-of-the-art, "We've mod ROurs in the yard (botton
arnized 10 keep up with the right) bafore shipment (o ¢l
Mmarsel, and wa intand 1o con ants. "It has bean quite a revo-
timua dolng that,” says spokes lution from bottle caps o steel
man Hiram Pedn, ""Wa'ra nod shests. but wa've held o
going (o disappaar, SaYS enginesr Victor Trevino

Like many manufacturers in "MNow even with ths oconomic

Marnterrsy, Vitro began as an crigis we re doing well
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"Thefamily is the kev 1o every-
thing for us,'” savs Felipe (Gon-
ralar (right, at far laft], who
helps his daughter Verdgnica
Aurora with homewark on a
sunday afternoon during half
time of a football game broad-
cast from the LLS, Felipe’s
wite, Virginia, reads the papsr,
walting with daughter Maonics
Andrea and son Felipa Angal
iar play to resume

dusy lawyears, Felipe and Vir
ginia still find time to comea
home at midday to share /a

cormida, the main meaal with

‘Wedon't

their children

chanaes that for anything, no
matter what happens at tha
office, ” Felipe saya. “if the
family disintegrates, the whaole
country will fall apart.”

Bath of the Gonzalezes graw
L in big, strugaling families
typical of many in Montarray
"But all of us want to collage
and have prafessional
caraars,” says Virginia, “"We've
gottan ahead, and wa wani
that for aur children toa.”

Yal the job market Is chang

ing along with Mexico itsel

“In our day a degrea was a big
advantage,” says Felipe. "Now
averybody has one, 50 you
have to do mores, speak seversl
languages, get-spacial train
ing. ' Neither he nor his wita
speaks English, but all theks
children do, The oldast two
arsp take French lessons
Alrgady working on a busi-
nesst degres, Felipe Angel
plans to study abroad in the
future, | want 1o 588 soma
ining of the worid,"" he says,
'‘But I'll come back here to set-

e down, | love This city,”™



MONTERREY
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Mestled in a serane vallay, Las
Misiones country club pam-
pears city golfers. "Everything
hare has to be first class to
keep members, explains man-
Ywe're

5 from downiow

ager Viviano Villarreal,
20 minute
and people aren’t accuUstomad
" After

vet 1o driving out so far,

the game, players
grinks at linen-covered tabies
overiooking groomed garagens
of palms and bougainviliea

Competition comes from
two othar private goif facilities
aswall as Mexico's first public
course. ""Monterray is the capl-
tal of business in Mexico, so
thare s monay for people to
jotn clubs like this,” says
Villarreal

Money also gives the city
polish, with industry halping 1o
support education and the arts.

“Wa have theaters, libraries,

mugeums,; just about anything

vou'd want,”" he says, “"You
had to go to the States for that
when | was growing up hers
For those who can afford it,
there s aiso plenty to s
Malls offar Bull Hidar b

anid Banetton, Cartier and

nop for
QoS

Paloma Picasso, Adidas and
Donald Duck. Many stares dis-
play signs in English, symbols
of an increasingly bilingual
gnd bicultural charactor,
Like Mexico's

naeighbor, Montarrey now

Ul trsed (0

= noartharn

attracts migrants.
think it was strange that paopls
n tha LS. couldn't tell me
whare they were from,  says
Hiram Padn, a native of Yuca
tan. "Bul Mexicans ara starting
10 moye .';!Fl'1=.'.rl'Z'J 1IIII-.'_II. I'l"'l'.il':l' nave
1o go where the baest opportu-
nities are.” Monterrey is still

one of those places |:]



Gateway to the World

Last night's lights
still shine at dawn at
the Municipal Palace
N Veracruz narpor,
neart of the state of
the same name and
ane of the bustest
ports in Mexico
Hernan Cortes
draopped anchol
nare in 1519, open
ing a portal for
trade. Rich in oil,
seatood harvests,
and cultures drawn
from distant lands,
Vaeracruz is also a
world of back-road
virtues, where trad)
LION relgns. Says
one Veracruzano
“All that is good in

Mexico starts nerg
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“EHABH“I Gateway to the World

apilling from the slopes of the
Sierra Madre Oriental to the
Gulf of Mexico, the state of
varacruz forms a 450-mile-long
crescant, since Spanish colo-
nial times the harbor at the city
of Verecruz has been the point
of antry for divarss cultures-
aither staging invasions or
seeking a shara in tha state’s
abundant réesources, Thasa
apamards, Afri-
cans, Groeks, French, Italians,

Mnewcamears

ard Cubans—blended with the
indigenous paople to create &
mealange of traditions that are
unigue to Verecruz

Long before Cortes thess
tropical lowlands were the
domain of the Olmec, Meso
america s oldest civilization,
which rose to prominencea
3,000 years ago, developing
religious ideas, mathematical
concepts, and a calendar sys-
tam that would be adonted
latar by the Mava and Azrtec

Master carvaers, the Olmec
dissppearsd mystariously
around 400 8.C., leaving behind
gigantic basalt haads beliavad
10 reprasant their rulers. Most
ara on display In Maxico’s
musaums, including the
Museum of Anthropology in
Aalapa (nghtl, the capital of
Veracruz state

NMany af the Olmec sites
warn located atop vast sall
domes, which, to modern geol
ogists, means the presance

of ail. Today that oil fusls a

4

Billion-dollar industry, second
only 1o manutacturing

Mexico is tha leading oll pro-
ducer in Latin Amarnca, with
the world's eighth largost
resarves. ol avan the gargan-
tizan ol industry has been
vulnarable durning the coun-
rl"lr'l'_-u" BTG CrSsis.

To ralse cash to sarvice the
national debt, Mexico's state-
gwned patrolaum company,
Fatrolecs Maxicanos, of
Fomax, has been hanging "'For
sale” signs on plants that pro-
guce petrochamicals Tor photo
graphio film, antifregze. nylon
stockings, and fertilizars.

Sharing the Gulf with Pemex
oil tankars s Varacruz's fishing
fieat, the fargeast in Maxico.
Each day before sunrise soma
11.600 boats pull out to harvest
shrimp, clamas, oysters, crabs,
and fish —anough to supply
12 parcant of the country's
commercial seafood neads

The grit and grime of tha oil
industry and the frantic sorting
of fish—this is what many out:
sidars think of sa the assance
of Vvaracruz. Yat thare is an-
other—g calmer, guieter Vara-
Crus IJ'.'!'n’-.'rI gy *.:J._1||r|rr',.f foac

In the fishing village of
Mandinga, for example, a coo
Gulf bresze softens the humid
afterncon heat a3 the town's
residents— mestizos partly
descandad from African
slaves — go about their busi-

nass along dusty stregts that

saam 10 lead nowhare, A few
times a week 8 sprinkling of tour
igts stop by to sampls the day's
ateh in the lazy shade of grass-
coverad palapas. “'Life is much
simpler here,” says fisharman
Julio Rodaledn Enriquez, as he
ags g frash harvast aof oysters

rernaps too simpla. Many
men leava the village and sat out
far Mexico City, searching for
something beyond the monot-
ony of fishing. “"They dont

do very waell in other placas ™

says fisherman Josa Luls Cruz




Alfonso. a0 thay comea back
Al lgast hare they always have
a |jobh.”

And they have thelir music.
OF all Veracruz's cosmopolitan
influances — food laced with
ltalian spices, haaling practices
from Africa, sensual dances
from Cuba =it 18 music that
spaaks 1o the souls of the
state' s 6.7/ milhon peopla.

Baneath sun-drenched palm
treas, trios of string musiclans
rousa listanaers with &/ son
jarocho, a blend of styles from

around the warld that has
become the typical music of
Veraoruz. Betwean numbers
grnd rounds of baar and boilad
ghrimp —dualing marimba
pands launch into ear-busting
randiticons of “Varacruz,” the
unofficial state

|, g T HITPIC & o
. o i & ]
anthem by native % LTS
son Agustin Lara. f"ir
- - EF Crenfelete
For Varacruzanos,” | B %x Xslipn
=l piur
says vateran marimba ) [-Bpc A jarding®
' $ grypatstaF
plavar Matias _L'.:“ i W |
Fa al
M - S o Tkt
Montajo, "music is |, BRASR '“E'_-!":-!

the highest thing.”
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Racking up points; youngsters

test their skills an fa maguinita,

their name for the vidao gams
outs|ge a grocary stora In
lacotalpan, For a peso, play
ars geat 1o run high-tech obsta
ci@ courses in five mythical
worlds. in real lifte they will be

LUCKY 10 get past the obstacles

of their own world, a8 dwindling

town-of 15,000 in tha Papalo-
apan Hiver Basir

s a nce 1own, peacatul
claan, and sacure, gayE slors
owner Falipe Romero, “But
there's nothing much for the
Kids o do onca they finish
school, Nathing but fishing
and raising sugarcanea, beans,
[ they want some

oFr Danangs

rlll"._-_: :Il:.;_. !".._-.. Maysa [_'. IEAVE

Once a bustling port, Tlaco-
talpan Taded whan it was

rllllr.ljalr:'gl:_!rl !ll'r' :I||.-' ':EJ||'|T|:_”| Ihaq

cama to the ragion in the last

Many of Veracruz's small
lOwWns. 'Now not much i=s Iaft

except cravon-oolorad houses

fishing boats bobbing on the
waterfront, treas laden with
graen bananas, and an occa-
sional round of dancing in the
plaza — necessities af Tife i
sadate, seductive Veracruz. ]

—{ ACS AN 1A

FRANELIN-BANBATOSA
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Eternal Mexico




A hundred years
ago, citizens ol
Vetagrande built La
lglesia del Calvario
high on a hill, atter
tearing down a
house of ill repute
The town near £aca
tecas once wallowed
in the excesses of
its silver-mining
wealth, but produc
tion declined in the
tate 19th century
Today Vetagrande
is a ghost of its
glittering past.

The patina of
colonial Spain still
warms the heartland
of Mexico, offering
a balm if not 2
curea for currant

eCOMNOIMIG BHEI.



HEARTLAND & THE PACIFIC 770/ Mexico

i1

young fishérman smiled a lot and, like many Mexican men, pre-
tended to shrug away the important things. His name was Fredy
Irene Gonzales, nnd he sat with a beer in a small village bar in
western Mexico. He was married, had one daughter and another
child on the way, He smiled and shrugged.

“Lam very happy to be married and have a child, " he said,
“because now I know my own blood.”

Blood binds Mexico. It's what mukes Mexicans work, and what makes
them fight. T sow both these characteristics in Mexico's heartland, which
begins just west of Mexico City and extends north to the ald Spanish
silver-mining country, seuth into a fertile land of forests and lakes, and
west to the sun-hammered coast. Life seems so old here, and time so
quiet, that some call this region México Profundo.

The past that resonates here was hard. Spanich explorers found silver
near Zacatecas in 1546 and siarted a rush that made Mexico, for a time,
ane of the most fabulous sources of wealth in the warld, Millions of
pounds of silver were shipped out in ingots and crude pesos. This
enriched Spain but cost Mexico's Indians dearly. Because the mines
required a great deal of heavy labor, the Spanish forced Indinns to work
12 hours & day, hauling ore out of narrow tunnels on their knees. Drawn
biy the silver, Spanish immigrants made this land home, sowing influence
and culture for centuries. ! _

A3 | flew from the red-
earth farms of Zacatecas
in the north to the or-
chards of Michoacin in
the south, the humsan
[II.I']:I'jE-IIﬂi'I-E looked as worn Muscaltitan '. 3 BN
and familiar as old marble -y T ) [Ravscaidned?

stairs softened by centu- Inands /e ¥ ,- k
ries of passing feet. From E,".';_';r;'r*l;;-l:; -_,.-jF :_r_-.__ :_ L
the sky, churches stood _ Harrmizdocap”y {3 f H e 0
out in the evening light o T Eidte Willarta Uy 50y Tup
like little golden icons. b i -
Across the hills wandered
networks of long stone
fences, which made me
think of antiquity and
patience, of people with
generations of time. Pueific Ocean
Later, as [ drove along
the roads, 1 saw women
carrying bundles of fire- @ o
wood on their heads, and WiILLS
old flathed trucks with e

brightly painted rails tak-

ing loads of campesinos, farmworkers, to the ficlds. Bougainvillea trees,
each vving with its neighbor for n more vivid hue of violet, stood sutside
thatched market stalls where people sold bags of oranges for 34 cents a
kilo, Owver herds of bony Brahman cattle, vultures lared around in the
sky, waiting on drifts of brecze for the slow passage of time.

National Geographic, Aupgust 1006



Things move slowly here, as | discovered on a Sunday morning in a
magical village on an island in & mangrove estunry, Here, legend says,
the Aztes came Lo huild their capital a thousand years ago, They stayed
briefly befare climbing into the central highlands to build their famous
Tenochtitlan, leaving behind only the islind’s name —Mexcaltitdn —
which means " house of the moon.”

The pace of life here seems governed by tide and stars. The main street
ts & rough circle that runs pll the way around the island. The rond s less
than a mile long and made of dirt, with high concrete sidewalks. People
throw their wash water out onto it, so there are patches of damp dust.
Almost every year the estuary rises with storm runoff and floods the
town. Then people put their big couches and mirrored dressers and
framed pnintings of Jesus on Ltheir roofs or in the big wood-and-fiberglass

canoes thal the men go fishing in and wait unti]l the waler goes down.
I walked around and around on this road. There are no cars, no motor-

cycles, and only a few bicycles on the island, so everyone just walks, All
the doors to the houses were open, revealing hammocks, double beds,
and tapestries of Christ, Occasionally, modern fife intruded when ran-
rhmmﬂ reggae music from boom boxes blasted from the doorways,

At El Camardn senfood restaurant 1 saw a sign offering credit only to

hundred-vear-olds accompanied by their grandfathers.
Lot {Hd and new mingle in small ways here. On the street

ing a roof, but children were also bouncing up and down

-,_ 4 f b was & stack of gnarled acacia limbs to be used in rebuild-
h

)

v Ff.h,ﬂu ol 0na ten-foot-long steel bar to be used in the roof for re-

inforcement. And when I spoke with Caln Estrada Irene,

P i;ﬂ'%ﬁ -,‘ who quit school eight years ago at the age of 14 to become
ﬁmm Fﬂﬁr—-f “a fisherman like all the other men in hiz family, he used

‘msurprising phrase. I asked him what it takes to cast o
net from a canoe for several hours & day, and he replied
with an expression from basketball: * You ve got to know
the moves."

On the circular street I ran into Jusn Garcifa Tovar, o

short man with a big belly, a torn T-shirt, and dark bare
feet. Eagerly he drew lines in the dirt to demonstrate the
use of a fish fence, which works like o corral to herd fish
inftoa net. He spoke of a legendary —but unlikely —day
on which two men caught 30 tons of shrimp and mullet in
it Bl “Péople have been fishing bere since the Tndi-
mt“h anid.

Behind him u teenage girl in a short orange skirt stood
in o doorway and looked out under her Inshes at a curly-
headed boy who smirked past, trying to grow his mus-
tache. Someone handed the girl 4 baby to hold, and she
Jiggled it in ber arms.,

That night 1 slept ina hotel that had chickens in the
hackyard. | dreamed about the eircular road going around and around,
like the long story of Mexico, families being born and dyving and being
born again. I dreamed of Indians having visions of the saints, fishermen
repairing nets, and peoplé building houses with acacia logs. T dreamed
of girls standing 1n doorways, watching the boys and holding the babies.

Heartlond and the Pacific
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All smiles —for the momant — Gebral Hernandez begins married life. VWith few |obs in Vetagrance

he works out of town for low wages to support his mother, six siblings, wife, and soon a new baby

friend Mario Zapata. "When men take on too much, thoay leave for good.”

| wish them luck,” says
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Eternal Mexico

| awoke thinking that the road of old Mexico never ends, and
though you may not be sure as you walk on it where yvou are in
time, you nlways know who your cousins are

ul if blood 15 glue and story here, 1t 15 also the hot source
of conflict. On another peaceful morning, Alejandro Bas
ragin, familv man and upstanding citizen in the town of
Uruapan del Progreso, satl with a group of friends in o
brick courtyard, drinking good coffee in the mellow air
and planning disruption,

“Mira,” said Barragan. " Look. When vou are defending your
tamily s heritage, you cannot be afraid.”

Uruapan del Progreso, an old city of about 250,000 people,
lies in the hedart of México Profundo. Urnapan looks calm, but
like the nearby wooded hills, which in foct are volcanoes, Urua
pan rumibies with unrest

Here, as in many towns across Mexico, people of the middle
clnss are in revolt. The friends in the courtyard were members of
i controversial group called El Barzon, a nationwide organiza
tion of debtors defending their blood

"For the Mexican, " Barragan said, “the familv is the base
and the nucleus of society.” Like Fredy, the voung fisherman,
he gave a little shrug and smile, az if this didn’t matter much
But it did. Barragin, a middie-aged man who spent 20 vears
developing his construction-supply store and remodeling enter-
prise, gave up his business to the economic crisis, but when it
threatened hibs Gumily's home, he fought

Uverwhelmed by debt after the 1994 peso devaluation drove
mterest rates to more than 100 percent and left almost without
work becanse everyong else was in the same boatl, Barragdn
started losing everything he'd worked for. He lost two new cars.
He took his three kids out of private school, He lost his phone
service. ['here are no 17-peso boxes of cookies in the house when 6-peso Champion charro
bread will do. “Certain foods are not necessities,” be told me tactfully Alejandro Pedrero

But Barragin is not willing to give up his patrimonio fumiliar, the
mheritance he will give his children. * Look,™ he snid, glancing around
hiz house, "this i€ not mine, Thiz is theirs." His gazre took in o laree,
mmmaculate room filled with bamboo and wicker furniture. A hlack-and Maxican cowbays.
white photograph of his wife rested on the mantel, and framed photo In Tupdtars, Guans-
graphs of s kids covered the coffee table. “That is what vou stand for."

Barragin once owed about 150,000 pesos on his home —at the time
abiout 545,000, Now, he says, “["ve lost track of how much 1 owe, but

practices fancy rope-
work, hallmark of

luato, family and

friends (Aght) tum out

it's at least double.” With his business gone and his income dwindling, for the Feast Day of
he could no longer make pavments, Last vear, after agonizing for weeks, San Miguel and an
i'.l-:LrTﬂg'!i]l _:|n|rH.'l] I'] ”-llur.r"llll af‘[E'nnD“ n,{ Irrljr-l.'FJHrJll

El Barzdn literally means " horness"” but also alludes to a well-known
song about a peasant who suffered for his debts at the turn of the cen-
tury. Most of itz members, like Barragan, were prosperous merchants
and farmers until the crash of the peso

Nahionwide, El Barzdn claims about a million members, Their pro
giam is two-pronged — legal action and clvil resistunce. The latter hins

rodeo Maxican style,

10 Natiomal Geogpraphic, August 1906
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Loosaening up with a practice run, charros on the Padrero ranch in Jalisco get set for competition

Charreria, the sport of charroa, developad from the routing handiing of horses and bulls. ""Wa

wanes, even lose thumbs and hands,” says Gustave Pedrarn. But we live for the dangar.”




H[AHT[AN{] E TH[ FA[:IH[: Eternal Mexico

[he spothight s an made them famous. garronistas ave carried collins into bank offices

carriana drivers. who smothered courts with thouzands of lawsuits, and blocked highwayvs with
_ irarftor<s. M members bhareerd into a bank. tore ol the It F=2 . W1
3ﬂ$ﬂ|hFlL:5?urh;$$ : i 12T b _.| |L- L hank., 1 11Ee b1 .I|

stutled thim into tellers” cares. each protester shoutineg. “Mvy elothes e

weRrY visitors to Gua T ¥
wry  add all 1 nave lefl, and now thev' re yours

dalajara, Mexico 8 Une of their most effective tactics has been the simple show of num-

second largest city, bers at foreclosure hearings. Nol only does this get pubilic attention, bul

also often halts the legal proceedings that the Barzonistas oppose. This

Capital of Jalisco, the
] s vEry much ke actions larmer: somebmes ook o the U5, durine the

colanial-styia city

Deprezsion — they would show up at farm loreclosures in such threaten

f e Tl - Tale = Fr |

struggles to balance ing numbers that no one would bid.

wiarlaliness with tradi Though zome banks claim that El Barsdn has had little effect on thetr

tional values. But business, they worry about their image. “In terms of banks' profits, El

Harzon & nol signthcant,” said Carlos Chaver Salis, director genernl of

when the peso went
B § . = | - i . | I P e, 1 L — 11 L . i il - T

onsumer bunking for Banca Cremi. " But politically it i importan
down, crime went up ; : '
El Bargdn has hecome so powerful that it represents more than just 4

Now othicials ind that  reaction to debt. Many Mexicans now see the debt protesters as part of
CTEIMma Contro iI- = BIlF-= LK ili"'-:ll' -._|| ErASSTOOLE !||||:| Tl B VYEIMment, W ;. _'| 1M :I: I.-- !||r- .i' i. 1|.!'|.

Borne toyv parachutes ance, an organltzation thot sends election obzervers to polling stations to
ENSUTE TAIr electinns

(rgnt ) — 18 often

| Look,” Barragan said, speaking of the middle class in general, " we

wyond their reach L x .
WEPE & VEIY PasSIVE SECLOF, And We dre waking up =:=.nﬁ|ﬁ|:f”inm.|dr
1o continue being pazsive

when judges see two or three of us, " said Idolfredo Pérez Pardo

a Barronista in Uruapan, “thev sav, "Here come those clowns from E
Barein.” Hul Hu“.i!ﬁl.“h” -:'LLHJ'H'»H.--.W-' realize there!
E ' II' -" |"|I| II 1 .I'-l.ll.II ¥ 1 .'.l ! ] 'I III !
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At first light Taxco rouses 1o
anather day in the silver trade
The Guerrero city of 85,000

louts itsalfl as the 'stlver capital
f the world,” nat for rneh
VEINS — Most waore tappad out
by the early 191h century — but
as home to Mexico's mosl
skilled artisans.

Linlike Vetagrande, which
dadicated itsalf to mining and
I now suffering a callapse
Taxco still prospers. Going
bavand the traditional rell
OQIOUSs IMams made in other gil-
vor cities, Taxco began crafting
|ewealry, tableware, and art
abjects in Mexican designs

"ailver is nativa 1o Meaexico,”
gays designer Emilia Castillo
'S0 | do Mexican things, like a
vase with a salamander crawl
ng up the side.  Hera the
sacond-generation silvarsmith

wiorks with mastar artisan

Frumancio estrada 1o periect a
svwan pitchear (below Ieft), ong
of myriad dasigns hammerad
out in her warkshop.

More than 680,000 of Taxco's
PN make thair v g With
BIVVET, aach month LIS aboul

B0 tons mined gl over Meaxico.

gascaped Mexico's cnisis. | he
DENKS are Droka, S0 wea oparate
without them,” says Robarto
Romo, director of Castillo's
company. Fortunately 86 per-
cent of our product goesto the
.o, and rrance. Laliars and
francs kaap ue arloat

Foraign ¢

tormers who live as far away as

urrancy mrom cus

lapan | beldw ) helps keap Lin:
da's Silver Shop in business
Lhwner Linda Lugvas oilers

Mexicans adeal: "They can’t

i-l

afford what thay used

| give Tham a discount
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Gossamer wings skim Lake Patzcuaro as Tarascan Indians set out with butterfly nats. Thay wi

Torm a circla and dip Iin uruson to catch tiny white charales. But the fish are daclining, and Janitrio

islancers are worned, "All we have 18 water,” savs a local. "'t wa can't fish, wa can't aat
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L [ blem.” Pérez had joined Barragin and 1 thier Barzonistas o thi Straatlamps cdraw shy
courtvard on that peaceful dayv to couse a problem. Among them were Lh teenagars out on
opwner of a trocking company, several nvocado producers, a wholesaler

a mango farmer, and an optometnst. A slogan on & sign in the courtyard

Meaxcaltitan. an island

| village. VwWhen love
saicl; “Day by day there are more debtors, mom disgraced Mexicans, - B
more Barzonistas.” Sitting by a drv fountain, these people looked well girikes, the boy spiTits

but thiey were, in truth, broke —and unashamed the girl off —in keeping
lhe Barronistas were waiting for a call to action. “'We have n, well,

il anid OSSR FoLus
with custom —and
informant. in thi ||ll| e oliiees, ]'r.'.ll:l;_.ll. Skl

. : ] . they live togeiioe
I he telephone call came: A Barzonista Across town wins about t be

i Til=T, |._: el | g I: .._-‘|_ 'I-
arrested for nonpayment of o debt. Once the arrest summons was signed,  M2rriage has to wai

there was little the Barzonistas could do to stop the arrest. But they Says one young
might succeed if they could block the signing of the summaons. So the lover: “YVeddings cost
protesters plled mto o parade of pickups led by Barmagan in his beat-up

. _ _ : too much.’
Il |I :l |I| I.I .I_-:lll.llll::_' I:l.:. I .llli'-' |.' .|| |_||.|'II I.Il- -.-\.-'lI |-i.-._ gy ||_| . I.ll_'.. | II'I II

through the narrow streets, past brovclists carrving chickens, past




markets where sliced watermelons and pineappies made heaps of
red @nd gold In warim morning shadow

At the police station Marco Antonio Barriga locked worried
He was director of preliminary investigations for the state attor-
ney general's office. His next case was the summons for the
arrest of Valentin Garcfa, the Barzonista who hadn't paid his
debts. NMow the official was facing Valentin's wife, Marfa Bon-
illa, and 14 solemn Barzonistas

larragin sat down m front of Barriga's desk. 1The others
crowded around. Barragin spoke quietly with that little shrog
of humor that must have told Barriga he was serious. “Look,”
he said, “this is wrong. The police should not be used to settle
debt=." He smiled. The Barronistas stood close around the desk

The tension was concealed. The suvs around Boarriga's desk

could have been a group of farmers negotiating a corn sale. The
sopne wis orderlv and calm, which gave it power. These pro-
testers were not some fringe group; they were the heart of the
nation, once its stability, now a source of upheaval

In a few moments Barriga was smiling, and so was Maria
Bonilla. Like many other cazes in which El Barzén has been
involved, the arrest had been indefinitely postponed. Marin and
her husband were safe for now. Another little piece of Mexico's

authoritarian rule had eroded, and another small prece of Mexi-
can debt went unpaid

Whyv are there no big confrontations over these refusals to pay
debts? * You can't take someone’s house, because there s no ong
to buy it banker Chivez had told me

Barraedn had a different answer. “ Look," he said, “the gov
ernment and the judges don't want people making a lot of noise.
['hey don’t want a small thing to turn into & big thing." In other
wards, they are afrad

'he Barzonistas strode out of the station. The pickup tmacks
rumbled slowly away down the street, Alejandro Barragan gol
into his ald red truck and went home to his family



HEARTLAND & THE PAGIFIC e/ Mexico









Before Richard Burton arrived
amid geles of publigity in 1963
—with Elizabeth Taylor at his
sida—1to film The Night of the
lguana, Puarto Vallarta on the
cogst of Jalisco was little more
than a quiet fishing villaga,
splendid in its solitudea.

Burton, laylor, and the
iguana are long gone, and
Puarto Vallarta has burgeoned
into ona of Mexico's busiast
rasorts, last year drawing
some 2.4 million tourists to
beaches strewn with palm-
rogfed refreshmaent stands (ba-
low) — an influx that contributed
mare than 300 million dollars to
the Mexican economy.

Despite Mexico's troubles
tourism still thrives, as it does
in ather Pacific coast resorts
such as Mazatlan, Manzanillo,
and Acapulco.

Packed up for the day, an

PSS HEARTLAND & THE PAGIFIG
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ice cream vendor stops for
a friendly exchange on the
malecdn tleft), the broad
wralkway edging the Bay of
Banderas. Here in thae heart of
Fuerto Vallarta, locals maka
their living off tourists —ang
ona anothar —selling evary-
thing from handmade table-
claths to grilled fish on a stick,

Amid boat races and whnale-
watching, traditional calebra-
tlons go on as usual. To hanor
the Virgin of Guadalupe, Meaxi-
co's patron saint, worshipears
make yearly pilgrimages
to shrines throughout tha
COURDrE

In Puerto Vallarta mariachis
jain the faithful in 8 long pro-
cession to & local church. With
trumpats poised and violing at
the reedy (below laft), they
strike up a reverant tuna for
Nuastira Sefora.
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||7- rOCKs wWorn by scoul Iy tides, Puerto Escondido, Qaxaca, invitaes ONg Wiiks 300Ng 1S 85NN

Mexico also has 8 long walk ahead on the way 1o recavery, Says ona optimistie citizan: " This

auntry is too nch and too preciaous, and our people are too strong to give ug




Magnet of Opporttmity

faillights glowing

ke sparks in the

night, northbound

cars wait to cross
North America’s
busiest border, pass
ing from hjuana to
San Ysidro on 8
Sunday avaning.
Lika other Mexican
cities along the U.S
border, Tiiuana lures
foreign investors
with cheap laboi
and proximity to
U.o. markets, while
beckoning workers
rrom across Meaxico
with the chance for

A New peginning
Hera their dreams
converge and some-
times collidsa, pulled

Nara

W the magnet







Pacific

Ocean
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be Tijuana street was slimy with mud. A solitary car slid side-
ways down the hill, straightened oat, and made it to a comner;
The lights of the ramshackle houses up the canyon shone against
the storm’s low clouds and made the place look like a movie set,
built to represent misery.

From inside one small home came the spund of Inughter. T
knocked. The door opened, and there was Ménica Garcin, a 19-year-ald
medical student wearing a sweatshirt and sweatpants that said LSU_ She
had a happy smile, as if someone had just been telling her n joke, The
light inside the house shone out into the mud, like the glow of the dream
contained insidde, which was coming true in this city of possibility.

Tijuana seems a tough place to live. It has plenty of noise, dirt, pollu-
tion, corruption, drugs, and crime. But the hundreds of people who work
their way to this booming city each week from all over Mexico are alsa
tough, and they come here for a reason: Tijuana/is Mexico's frontier
town, its land of opportunity.

“¥You don't come here to give up,” said Héctor Osuna Jaime, the
city's recently retired mayor. “You come to Tijuana because you're
going to make it."

Mdnica Garcia is going to make it. She Iooke gentle and vulnerable,
but she's resilient too. She's had to be, She and her mother were aban-
doned by her father four vears ago, when she was 15. She got a job,
worked eight hours a day, stayed in high school, and won a scholarship
to a university to study medicine.

“Always, always, alwavs,” she said, “when I was little, T would go
by the university and say, ‘Ong day | will be there." Now I am actuafly
there.” She smiled, but her eyes brimmed. “When something is diffi-
cult,"” she said of the tears, “accomplishing it is very emotional.”

Tijuana is a magnet —for years it has been the most active illegnl cross-
ing area in all 1,936 miles of the Mexico-U. 5. border. But many of the
people who come here end up staving, For them, Tijuana itself is a place
of fresh chance, flexible class structures, hustle and hope.

National Geographic, August 1906
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s ¥ [ first saw Tijuana 25 years ago. Then it
wis barely more than o ragged cluster of
stores and homes that pressed up against the
California border like children with noses Lo
the window, all longing to be on the other
side, But when I returned recently, Tijuana
appeared as & city in its own right, & sprawl
of low buildings washing from the Pacific’'s
edge far up into the dry hills to the east, dis-
appearing into the haze. As alwavs in Mexi.
¢o, it looked as if everyone was trying to
have as many neighbors as passible,

It is not a beautiful city, " My first impres-
sion when 1 moved here two vears ago wiis
that it was relentlessly jumbled,"” says San-
dra Dibhle, one of the GEOGRAPHIC s team
of Mexico reporters, who lives in Tijuana.
“Tt's a clutter of street signs, half-raised
buildings, videa shops, shoe stores, But
there's always a surprise: the family that serenades vou at a stregt corner,
the highway underpasses with murals of butterflies and flowers, the
streambeds where men are busy making bricks.”™

Tijunna’s character changes from street to street. In one colonia, or
neighborhood, people wash laundry in tubs and dump the water on the
dirt. Up another road you pass dozens of modest homes built of concrete
block and metal. Across town in wealthy Colonia Chapultepec, magnifi-
cent homes are built like fortresses right to the edge of the sidewalk.
Guard dogs go crazy behind the walls, and the only people out are maids
sweeping winlks and handymen polishing cars. Yet rich is never far from
poor. Upper-middle-class sections abut neighborhoods of shacks with
chickens, stray dogs, winding dirt roads; and crumbling embankments.

Abowe all, Tijuana seems young. Teenagers sprint across streets of
moving traffic, feet barely touching the ground. Young newcomers
scratch together homes in new colonias in dusty canyons on the outskirts.
They buy used garage doors or wooden warehouse paliets to build walls.
They find some rusted bedsprings to make fencing. They cut milk car-
tons in half for flowerpots. Still, among these homes that look like hov-
els, there is a pervasive mood of muchas ganas —the desire toget ahead.
People get up early to work in factories or shops, sometimes traveling
iy foot and bus for an hour or more each way. It's like an old tent town
during Oklahoma land-rush days: tough life, hopeful people.

“Tt's a question of attitude, " Ménica Garcia said. “If you want to do
it, yoo can.”

t was early mormning in Tijuana, and José Domingo Vigil Lépez was up-
stairs at his tive lot in & little concrete-block office, working the phone.
“Yes! Yes! We have 16<inch rims!" Qutside, the dusty yard was
heaped with black mounds of tires, and a pair of guard dogs were tied
near a small shed. On the other side of the chain-link fence traffic

rushed by on the Boulevard Insurgentes, a main artery to (ast-growing
eastern Tijuana. Vigil had just arranged to send & used motorcycle tire to

Timuane and the Border
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Chaos rules an tha cluttersed thair own growing demand fof
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straeis of Tijuana (laft), a city

of one million whose 5 parcent

population growitn rale 15

amang the highest in Mexico

Afiar decades of improvisation

Tii'.l.lllr':-:-. aadars now embrace

urban planning, though low

tax revenuas leave tham hard-

prassad to pay 1or 1t | 5
again, moneay is only ona of
thalr problams

As in athar border cities
pollce have bean unabla to
stop drug cartals from using
the area as a springboard T

the U5 .-‘.'-L-rl'.uln_'i" LLS, Cus-

loms inspectors nab drug run:

nars— ke a man who triad to

narcotics. In Tljuana drug use
OnN 1NE SITreens 15 U I!":-.[l 18 TNe
city's spacial SWAT 1eams,
who arrast offenders by the
truckioad {balow left) for petty
chimas, including possession.

Gangs from the LLS. further
compound the prablem, offi
Ciats 38y, DY ':i”"l-"_l'_'l'-lli_l woap
ang into Maxico. "They
come here to seftie scores,
leaving us to deal with their
violance,” says SWAT |eader
David Rubl Gomez.

Yet tiuanensas will talk for
hours about how thay love
their city, its cosmopolitan fia-

vor and lively mix of cultures

amucale bricks of marijuana '‘Hard work iz what sl

lbalow ) into Larado, Texas, 1n move us forward,”” says Mayor

Josa Guadslupe Osuna Millan,

nis Car s B tank—many Argus

that curbing U.S. demand, nol “The benefits of being o1

intardiction, s the answer the border far outweigh the

Rut now border cities face iSadvaniages
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Rusty steel pilings mark the border at Flayas de lijuana, whare beachoombers ek

More than 1.2 million peaple ware apprehended last yvear trying to iliegally enter the

Mexico. As long as Mexico's economy falters, a migrant pradicts, "Mexicans wil
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Magnet of Opportunity

sOmenne’ s home, and now he was working out a deal with & retail

store, " Lome on over! Have | gol & special for vou

d fiv
1 11%e

Tijuana seems built on old tires. There are an estimiate
million scrap tires in the state of Baja '-.-Iii--rrr.-u. which hiis
population of about two million. Tires or pieces of tires are used
1o shore up hillsides and as steps and flowerpots. You would not
think that Baja needs any more. But Vigil did, and now, at 45,
hi "5 il |.|Il_' Way 1LH I'il'l'.i_'-._

1 & fox-fur collar, cream

calored cowboy boots; and a big ',:r.!-'E ring thit ghitters with dia

\ I'_j!| |;|.;_:-. L0 Wi Ar 8 |l_'._'_| Ner o

moncs. But he s casygoing and gracious in manner, In 1970 he
was an ambitious young man, the son of a farmer from a sma
town near Guadalajara, in the Mexican heartland

it town was too small for me," he said, so he ook the 36-

hour bus ride to Tijuana and went to work for his brother-in-
w, who cut up tires to make soles for huarache sandals
That job was too small for him too, s01n 1978 Vigill set out on
his own with an old GMC pickup and two I1--I|-r rs. Periodically
they crossed the border, loaded up enough fres to almost I'|.-.I LTl
the truck s own six-plies, and stagpered home to sell them
Now 1l hixe thirer b nesses —tires, concrete blocks, and
nuto parts— 18 emplovees, and a 1994 wine-colored Ford Probe
Vgl hung up the phone and headed out to the yvard. Here wias
tack of used truck tires destined for Tijuana's garbage tra

iy
¥

Here was a tidy stack of tires—discards from POICE Crusers in
the U, 5., which will be uzed by Tijuanu's cops, Scianning the
vard proudly, Vigll remembered the day when o flood washed
his new business gway. "1 was only able to =ave a truck, a ca
mv wife, and my baby daughter from the "'.'.l|.""| " he said. After
ward, he wenl right back to work on a rented lot on highe
ground, 1 would work morning until mght to once again open o

|l'|'|. or mysel| " he sald
Lenacily and luck are part of maost success stories here. But the {foun Faded but not foragot-

dations are bullt on restless drive ter. Franclas
‘Muost of us who are not {rom here came searching, searching, ™ Vigl . _

: . : : wiaoaero, a8 herg ot

said, “Some intended to go to the United States but couldn't get across

7 C rl.1_;_|ll: ||-|'|_I ci 1l ra I .

taved here. (Others went across and earned some money, then came 23 18 voiu

back to work here, All of us came from the intenior with the intention of li0n, a0OrNs @ pinata

i factory in Ciudad

and st

progressing. I am not a person who settles. 1 like to climb, climb
Juarez, acraoss the Rio
il s business, like many in Tijuana, is based on commerce across Cranda from El Pasa
the border. The border is marked by a swath Ihnr ground and TR e LU, S e
L fence, The fence is just a big slab of militan gl mat: of the
kind used to madke t MPOrary runways 1n [-.I'IF-.-. A 1'. jetnam. It Muevo Laredo lovers

e s, Donawmiriver in

nas smadl holes in i, through which Mexicans peer, day and might, inger near the civil
watching the |-'|'-|'-:= on the U5, side. The presence of the fence gives I
juana e At night, although no actual charge goes through the
1t seems to glow: It is lighted by stadium lights for more than three miles

registry, whnere births,

marriages, and depths

ed by seores of azents. But what makes the wall reallv stand are recorded

out i% a8 invisible as electricity: It's the way it looms in the imagination

To those on the hungrv side it glitters with danger, lawlesaness, but most






of all chance. On the receiving side the border is two-faced: It means both
cheap labor and fears over immigration and drogs

These are tough issues in Mexico's relationship with the U.S. Even as
the overall economy has faltered, the drug trade has boomed
brings between 510 and $30
several violent cartels, including at least one in Tijuana, Itis ted directly
1 more |I!|._['|r|.’['|i||i' I_Ill‘:-][ll"_-:-l"-_: ‘I|-.'!'-:: amaounits of |!r|.'IT', mOney, 1Or I'I'.'-[i'l|:i|-i',

I now

sillion into Mexico every yvear and s run by

are rumored to be laundered through Tijuana's racetrack

Meanwhile, the troubled economy continues to push Mexicans into the
U.5. Of the 1.2 million Mexicans apprehended crossing illegally last
vear, the Immigration and Naturalization Service reports that nearly
400,000 were caught in the westernmaost 145 miles of the border. (Many
are repeat offenders, ) The wall is being strengthened. Since October 1954
the U, 5. has been enforcing a program called Operation CGatekeeper
designed to reduce the flow

“"Tijuina hias been the bustiest corrdor, ™ sayvs Alan Bersin, 4 U5
ittorney who is special border as
He's known as the Border Czar. “1t's much harder o cross here than it

viser to Attorney General Janet Réno

ever has been

After a hard rain in
Matamoras, on the
southern Rio Grands
the city s systam ol
aging storm drains
gliten backs up, turning
this canal into an open
sewer thal threatens
the health of the city's
J00,000 people. To
soive the problem,
Matamoros 158 design-

ing a naw '|'|.'i.'l-'||2'|r'|."|.ll’."'|'i5

114 Yational Geogrophie, August 1996



TIJUANA & THE BORDER

Magnet of Opportunity
1

I T want todo is cross,” said a voung man by the name of
José Luis Macedo, but 2o far he hasn't.

Macedo is 25 and marned, with a three-vear-old son.
He is a =small man with fine features and light brown
eves that fix on vou as he speaks, commanding atten-
tion, He has a serious, thoughtful air. If things had been difter-
ent, he might have been a lawver or a preacher

‘1 have the blood of the Mexican. Mexico is where I was
barn, where I lived, where I have suffered but also laughed, ™
Maredo said. He paused. " But 1 am dsappointed.™

Disappointment came early for Macedo, who grew up with
fve brothers and sisters in a l'tn:-.' arobe house in Cuernavaca in
the state of Morelos. His father often came home drunk and beat
his mother, who eventually sent ber hushand packing, “©My
mother would come home late, tired, her feet blistered because
ghe had to walk so much, She always worked; we always had
bheans to eat, She was my mother and father.”™

Muocedo dropped out of school so his mother would have one
less bill to pay. He dnfted from job to job and began taking
drugs. He stole to support his habit and at 19 was sent to jail.
Free again after a year; he began turning his life around. He
married Libia Zulema lharra, and they moved o her hometown,
Guadalajara, where he worked as a car mechanic, she as a
recepltionist. Together they made about 260 pesos, then warth
about 80, a4 week. In December 1994 the devaluation of the
peso hit them. YAl of 8 sudden the rent shot up, transportation
went up, everything went up. But our salary didn’t go ap.”
That's when they began talking about the United States and
came to Tijnana

“1 want to 2o to Chicago,” Macedo said. “ My brother has a hot
dog standd there.” His brother Juan left home ten vears ago, and
they ' ve had no direct contact since. “1 felt sad, because he was the
and is looking for oldest man. He said he wanted to have houses and cars and things of
54 million dollars his own.” _ : T e
in development loans I\:'En.:__'i:du. knows almost n:_:t]_unj; :_Ll-_lli_:ll_t:l k1= i_l']"l'_llfl!._'f 4 |1I:|:_' -:r1 ) I:L_f..u._:u_: e |

doesn’t even know where Chicago is. Y If 1 find him, 1'll stay with him. 1i
from NADBank, the not, I'll work at anvihing—suhsist at first, then do something else. Life
binational bank created  there is easier. You don't want to always live in a mediocre manner; you
by the Morth American  want to get ahead.”

The porous border has been called Mexiro's vaccine against crisis,
because it lets restless yvoung men like Macedo gét out of the country
before restlessness becomes rebellion. Some Mexicans gryue that the LS,
will only encourage instability in its neighbor if the policy of tightening
border the border continues;

“Mexico hasn't had a big social uprising because we have thisescape
valve," said Héctor Osuna Jaime, the former mayvor, “If there was no
place 1o go, they'd have to make a solution here."”

While Macedo vearns for Chicago and waits to ¢cross, he has found o
job right here in Tijuana. He works for a company under contract to the
south Korean electronics piant Samsung, which has a magurladora, or
assemhbly plant, for televisions in Tijuana,

Free [radse Agresment
ta modarnize infra-
siructure along the
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A portable shoe store
lends a touch of flair
to B drab dustscaps in
eagstern Tijuana, a

growing maguiladora
district. The tax-frea
assembly plants,
many Toreign ownad,
employ nearly 700,000
paople nationwids
and pumpg life into
towns like Reynosa
(left), whare workers

wait for a bus.

TIJUANA & THE BORDER
Magnet of Opportunity

Tijuana makes seven million televisions a year and calls itself
the television capital of the world. The maguiladoras produce
setz more cheaply here than at home o in the U5, average
wages are $30 to $50 a week. Tijuana offers a growing pool of
workers, and it's ns close a5 a manufacturer can get to the
world's largest market for electronic goods.

“Foreign companies have gof to be liere,” said Carlos De
Orduna, former president of Mexico's National Maguiladora
Associntion, The association represents companies like Sam-
sung, Sanyoe, Ford, General Electric, and the thousands of oth-
ers that have already invested billions of dollars in Mexico, no
matter how unstable the country might look. De Ordufia said
that MAFTA has spurred the growth of maquiladoras in Tijuana,
where they employ about 100,000 workers. Though it's not been
the boom he'd expected — partly because of the peso devalua-
tion— he thinks NAPTA will eventually be a hig success. *Mexi-
co's problems may delay history,” he said, “but they ' re not
going 1o stop it

And how will this affect José Luis Macedo and all who use
Tijuana as a way station? Statistics mdicate that many will find
a home in this community, where, as Osuna says, " they stiil
have their old culture and their old friends and their old family,”
And if NAFTA does improve the Mexican economy, fewer may
feel the pull to go north.

For now, Macedo has a job to suit his restlessness. He spends
much of the day standing in an open courtyvard, wielding a hig
hammer, smashing defective television screens.

n a clear spring day Mdnica Garcia is al home studying, The
rofd 15 dry now except for damp patches where people
have thrown out dishwater. Garcia is studving inside the
[rame of a house she 15 building with her mother; last vaca-
tion she made 1,500 concrete blocks for the walls,

She puts down the textbook, goes into her sister's home next door,
and talks.

“Ever since T was a kid, I've said, ‘1 don't want to sell newspapers
and chewing gum in the streets,” " she says. “I've always wanted to
study. There has to be progress in Mexico, We have to work but also to
think and reazon.”

She sits on the tattered sofa that is also the bed she shares with her
mother. She looks both serious and content. Around her i= an explosion
of family: little girls with long black hair; her mother, who looks like
an Indian elder; her shy sister; her grinning brother-in-law, both arms
casted from a motorcycle accident, The hittle colonia was hike a village in
the hills, a piece of old Mexico infused with a new idea that's characteris-
tic of Tijuana: That restlessness, hard work, and persistence can actually
gel you something good on the south side of the border

“There were moments when we had no money, nothing, " Garcia
says. “There were moments of such stress, where vou'd say, '] want to
die." But never at any moment have I said, ‘I will stop studying.’

Always, always, [ will forge ahead.” 0
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Maya Heart, Modern Face

Heminders of past
radiance, temple
ruins at Tulurm, the
Mava City of the
Dawn, shine like
beacons for early
marning fisharmen
off Mexico's Carib-
bean coast. Just as
the Maya long re-
sisted Spanish rule,
modern Yucatecans
remain proudly dis-
dainful of control
from distant Mexico
City. “Several times
we declared inde-
pendence,” boasts a
weaalthy business-
man. The penin-
sula's days as a lost
corner of Mexico
have ended, though,
as waves of tourists
sweaep onto the
inviting coast.
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YUCATAN PENINSULA 12

Ready to blossom, Ane Laura
Hosado parades in a horse
drawn tax) thraough her home-
[own Of Izamal with the dress
she will wear this nighl for her
long-anticipated guinceaners
or 16th birthday party, which
marks a Wlexican girl s ascent
to womanhood

embodying the mix and
maltah aof tradition and moder-

ity that goes with yvouth thess

|

lavs in Yucatecan towns. Ana
plans a stop at church to attend

Wiass before nding off to hear

party at a |ocal scnodliyard 1o
dance tha night away

i Ana ends up following the
trend, she will join the proces-
slon of women migrating to

the peninsula’s largest city,

Verida, population nearly ang

million, o hire an as a pace-
woarkar at one of the naw
lorergn-owned apparel plants
A region with & history of
poom and bust, the Yucatan
Feninsula s only now recover
ing fram the collapse of tha

fibar industry, From the 1880s

National Gen

| r | ¥
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Flgl
much of the world's twine
and rope was made from raw
nengquen fiber exported from
Yucatan. Large plantations

Of hanaquen, a spiky agave,
carpated the paninsula’s

I|||r||l'.'.'—'!-_i!: AITTRET

b | .

The monopoaly brought grest

wealth to NMerida, retiected in
the grand colonial bulldings
that ring the plaza where
Eulalic Martin sells hats off the
top af his head (right). Syntheat-

M. ] i |-'_'-l'l-_“§_'|rl :_'._"Irl'uf_'lr_"'. tion
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evantually uprooted the market,

wiping out jobs and fortunes,

1o halp the area swilch to an
alternative crop, local entreprs-
neurs aré planting citrus trees
on formear hanaguen planta-
tions: Limas are popular, sold
to soft drink firms for the oils In
the skin, *'| am grateful forthis
new Dusiness,” says Josa
Antanio Contreras, managar of
a citrus nursery outside the
towwn of Yotholin, “There is no
middieman batwaan ma and
My customers. | can make my
W COMPany.

Still, the countryside in al
threa peninsular states— Yuca-
tan, Campeche, and Quintana
Roo—is slowly amptying of
peopie, In villages where most
of the reglon’s 900,000 indige
nous Maya live, young paople
hear the siren call of the naw
Caribboan resorts. Since the

1970s mora than 150.004)
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Campaoche

Peniiralgis

i

Yucatecans have floodad into
Cancun to fing work
'‘Wlost newcomers don |
pvan sprak Spanish, only
Maya,' says Cancun Iourst
official Maria Elba Carranza.
['he resorts are the bigoest
pull on the paninsula, and
gincg |'ve bean here

Ve SEEn

villages turm info cities.’'
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“& vary towerad land,” marvelad a 16th-cantury Spanish historian describing the Carnbbean coast

and its horizon of Mava temples. Modearn travelars behold a similar profusion aof 1owaers at Canoun

One-quarter of Mexico's forgign tourist revenus comes from this meaga-resart. []
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Left behind by the
herd, a calf is shoul-
dared by ranch hand
Rafael Gomez
Celario in Mexico's
sautharnmaost

state —one af the
poorest, Chiapas
trails the nation in
social reform by
decades ancl has
paid with recent un-
rest. Indian rabels
launched a bloody
1994 uprising. Em-
boldened by thair
actions, poor cam-
pesinos have over-
run more than 1,700
ranches. At the heart
of each seizure 15 the
still unfulfilled prom-
1se of land pledged
to Mexico's poor by

Its 191 7 constitution.
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CHIAPAS Rowugh Road to Reality

rawn machetes slapped agamst trouser legs. Dark eves stared in
anger. About 40 Tajolabal Indian men and women surrounded
two men—an American and a Mexican—in front of an empty
ranch house in a steamy corner of Mexico abiout as far south as
youi can get without drifting into the jungles of Guatemala.
. The Indian men were sweaty, Their work clothes were stained
with dirt from the cornfields. The women wore the pleated skirts and
embroidered blouses characteristic of the Tojolabales, but they were not
like the Indian women on the streets of the nearby cities, who draw their
shawls across their faces and shy away when they see strangers, These
women crossed their arms and stood their ground in front of the two men
thev had trapped. They talked angrily, and the phrase that came through
was ‘' This is our land.”

‘The sharp edges of the machetes gleamed. NaTioNAL GEOGRAPHIC
writer Priit Vesilind, one of the two trapped men, knew he was in trouble.
This was inside an area of the state of Chiapas that the Mexican gov-

ernment had designated as a “zone of conflict.” These Indians might be
Zapatistas, rebel Indian farmers named for Mexico's revolutionary war
hero Emiliano Zapata. The Zapatistas had declared war on the govern-
ment on January 1, 1994 Priit, here as part of the GEOGRAPHIC s Mexico
team, accompanied by Jesus Lopez, a photographer acting as his inter-
preter, knew that the serious fighting had lasted only for the first 12 days
of that year. But & peace agreement had not yet been signed, and the
Zapatistas still claimed to represent all Mexican people in a fight against
the government for economic change and freedom.

The Indians argued over the fate of the interlopers, and finally their
leader turned to Jesis: “We thought vou were the federal police, and you
must know that we are prepared to protect this land with our lives. Give
us vour film, and we will let you leave in peace.™

Jesids handed him the film cartridge, and the leader held it high in the
air like a traphy

This happened near a 160-mile-long stretch of paved road and dirt
track that we came to describe, with varying degrees of irony, asthe
Road to Reality. It was the route from the urban Mexico of Tuxtla Gu-
tiérrez, capital of Chiapas, to the thatch- and metad-roofed homes of a
village to the east, in the Lacandén rain forest. The place was called La
Realidad — Reality —and was as close to a headquarters as the rebels had.

What's taking place in Chiapas has touched a chord with the Mexican
people, Zapatista demands for land and autonomy — focused by the elo-
quence of their spokésman, a bandolier-clad masked man who calls im-
self Subcomandante Marcos—have become a movement that may shape
the future. “Chiapas continues to be the tail that wags the Mexican
dog,” a journalist wrote recently.

The Road to Reality was a curious adventure. What we found along
the way was a chaos of passions, a rear of incendiary words, a pent-up
anticipation, Ever since the Zapatistas retreated to their day jobs in the
cornfields, all Mexico seems to have been poised, waiting through its dis-
Lress for some answer (o come.

I flew to Chiapas down the Gulf coast. A twist of wind from a cold
front made the flight uneasy. Surf lashed the long sand 1slands and the
tew towns of fishermen that perched at the mouths of estuaries. At

Nalional Geographic, August 1904



Tuxtin Gutiérrez, where I landed my old Cessna, the Road to Reality
runs past a typical conglomeration of modern Mexico—fancy homes bur-
ied in bougainvillea, a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise, new car show-
rooms, colomias of wood-and-mud shacks, But then the pavement winds
up into the rough piney mountning of the Chiapas highlands, mists drift
across the view, and suddenly there are Zinacantan Indian women walk-
ing beside the road like figures out of a time beyond memory, weinring
their neon combination of magentas, oranges, pinks, and faming reds
jumbled together with sparkling silver thread.

igh in the old city of San Cristébal de las Casas, | talked with Ron-
ald Nigh, who was there January 1, 1994, when all this started.
He recalled how his wife awoke him, shouting in his ear, "The
revolution has begun!”

Indian rebels wearing ski masks and carrving rifles had blocked
the rowd out of town, preventing her from driving to the airport early
thiat morming. They pointed their rifles at her little green Volkswagen
antl said, * Get out of here!™

Nigh was stunned. He's a low-key man with curly hair, a wispy beard,
and an observer's thoughtful eve, who has lived here 25 years, His wife,
Kippy, owns a vegetarian café called Casn del Pan, and Ronald runs a
foundation that promotes organic farming among the Indians, He knew
they were angry about long-term losses of culture and desperate about
short-term economic and political circumstances. The price for coffee,
their main cash crop, had fallen, and a population boom put pressure on
the land the Indians already had. Ranchers were lighting and occasional-

Ny killing peasants who were trying to take land guaranteed them in the
1917 constitution. But he'd heard no rumors of armed rebellion.

“1 just sat on the bed and stared at the wall,” be told me, remember-
ing that day, “and kept saving: *It's not logical " "

Much has changed since then, Peace observers from France and Ttaly
cat often at the Casa del Pan. When 1 had breakfast at the café, an Indi-
an girl named Lucia was selling cloth-and-wood models of the charismat-

ic Subcomandante Marcos.

 His fame was not earned
by military success. Soon
after rebellion broke out,
the uprising was beuten
back by the government at
i cost of 145 to 400 lives—
the estimates of troops,
civilians, and Zapatistas.
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ing on who's talking, The
government withheld n
final blow, and the Zapa-

tistas retreated into o
brooding tension in which
Marcos switched from the
sword to the pen, launch-
ing a flood of articulate
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Chiapas; Rough Road to Reality
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[:HIAFAS ﬂjfurgf! Road to Ke .ff:':f

letters and diatribes to newspapers around the country

I'he brief explosion and its lingering half-life have defied logic
to become a national romance of rebirth. I had seen signs that
read “Support the Zapatistas” spray-painted on walls in Mexico
City. The rebels are demanding land, economic support, and
education, but their rallving cry s for wholesale change: fully
representative national government and regonal adtonomy

When our team came to Chiapas, the Japatistas were mired in

slow peace talks with the government in & small town called San
Andréz Larrrinzar, Prilt Vesilind was allowed a brief glimpse of
L'i,::’I!_ comandantes I'.-:'-:llli.-lllr- il irl'__ nl gsquare table, wearimng
a1 masks and traditional Indian ribbon-draped hats

Marcos was not among them: Though the Mexican govern
ment has identified him as a pniversity groduate named Rafoel
Sebastian Gulllén Vicenle, that has not been verified, 5o he con
tinues to nurture the mystery, He describes himself only 6= one
af severnl Mexican leftists who came to the Lacandon mn the ear-
v 1980s to organize Indians and wound up leading & revaoll

The chief povernment negotiator sounded pragmati

“We have to fotus on gaevelopment and partnership, he Sl
“We can 't ciscuss electornd reform or the presidency or the
structure of the supreme court. Things like that are not in their
capacily Lo negotiate.”

A French anthropologist advigsing the Zapatistas anticipated
e said, “will build a new Mexico
2 Road to Reality, oth

glary. “The results,

Meanwhife, along

e LNIMES Were

i W
FOINE O,

hiapas, 1t has been said, has a " soul of cross and moun-

tain.” In Mexico relimon colors life, but in these hills

ife hilood recd. The Bishop ol San Crstobal, Lib-

it painls
eration theologist samuel Euair. 18 accysed of encourieging

Lhe Zapatista rebellion, and be 15 acting as a mediator in

Mountain Tarmers
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wracticea local Indian version of Catholicism

and Protestant Evangelicals, so intense that perhaps 20 peonle have

||-_'|,1.'. per those whio

wWith clouds as the

Fainy saiason nears is

Fteen lerl el

end in the fall. Chiapas Mol far from the road the two scenes of religion were strikingly op
activists demand fed- pased. In the mountain town of Chamula, Catholicism and Mava spiritu
alism mingle in a unigue relipious form. Here, in o church, above a floor
covered with pine needles, saints with pale faces stare from glnss boxes,
each with a marror hung around the neck to reflect the sun pod. Indian
women and their babies sit in front of these saints, lighting candles

eral help in bringing
irrigation and modarr
421 |'l||i|.|'Jr'JH 10 Mmoot
farms. Until that day, &  Besicde them are bottles of Pepst or of osh, the sugarcane HDguor used in
Chamula Indian must some church ceremontes here, and gourds fashioned mio whistles used by
r Eq g N T e T i) B4 .|__-_!_. i | r | rc

wend her field by hanid shiaman heales "1 he women place nests of eges beneath the saints and
spmetimes sacrilice chickens

Loy the south, in a bullring near san Cristdébal, about 10,000 converted
Indians sit in the stands, singing evangelical hymns. In the rmg a band
with ONZa Orams ari "-.'_:-_|'|||E"||||.-|'_- Walls 115 prajse. LIn & stape an evanee

list from British Columbia shouts, " Praise the Lord!"” Beside him a



transiator vells, “)Gloria a Dios! Then a Chamulan man shouts

in Tzotzil: “felt"un ta muk’ I Kamealtike!™ The crowd roan

Across Chiapas more than a third of the indigenous people

hive converted to nondenominationmd Protestant churches. The

cuangelsias may appeal to some Chiapans because they cha

lenge traditional patterns of power and culture and offer o way

ut of dependence on intoxicating posh

\nother trudition, private ownership of land, has also unray-
led]. Land reflorm that followed the 1910 revolution in Mexico

andd split up huge land holdings in favor of farmworkers barely
touched Chtapas. Now cambpesines, emboldened by the Zapatis-
LdS, AT SIpPEY 13_1_L1'|:L:||r|“. tarms and ranches, mcluding somie

of those ot which thev worked, and serring the
INE owners, S0 tar more than |00 holdhings have been taken

over. The campesines are turning them into collective farms

cilled endos, That was the case al the thousand-acre farm whers

Priit and Jesis were detained. The Indian farmers there were

and by threate

planting new cornfields and building new homes; they expected

SHIReT O J'~r||l|HLV- H-l];:r.

“Look,” one of the machete-wiglding Indians had said, “the

fact 13 we ook the Innd. We started asking for it 40 vears agi

Line of four former co-owners of the ranch is Efren RBaninelos

a4 lacomic man who looked drained when Pridt el

im in the

||'|":-I|'.-'-'|'-F.l'. I.-.Il-'l':il.' i Comiitan where he lives how swith i| '-."."|.=.

and four children. He wore a green camouflage cap and a thic

gald ring with a massing stone. Around his neck were tw

charms, a crucifix and & little eold AK-47 rifle. Batuelos was

waiting, hoping the peace talks would solve his problems. “In

the meantime, ™ he said, " pretty soon we wan™t hiave enough
money o feed the kids

Bafiuelos and his wife, Maria del Socorro Revna Camachao,
moved to Chiapas in 1988, and after some searchineg found a
suIteble ranch 1o by We :hulkxﬂi.ﬂlliu'iu'PU?*.. Marin

chimed in. * Everything was legal, and we got & certificate. We
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A Catholle cathedral started to plan! good grass and trees. We even started (o breed caltle
marks tha heart of Ch Maria, a plump voung woman, was dressed in a black housedress and
_ - _ white patent-leather shoes. She looked oddly prim and out of place 1n a
2pas s capital, Tuxtla , : , _
roomm cluttered wilth stacks of old clothes and toys, She grew animatedd as
IIT I'.'.'. | --'!- | rl 1 W i
IULIRITEL (18il). DU she described their relations with the campesinos. “ 'We paid them the
Protestant evangelism  highest wages in the area. When they had sick relatives, we took them to
5 Qrowing, Bven in towh, We gave them ciash loans and medicine for free.”
strongholds liks San Hafuelns said that, ves, 0T lEndowners had mistreated their work-
er<. He had been warned of an uprising, but the [ast thing he'd expectes
was for the campesinos to turn on him
i . "N ] ' i ' o "= - - A |
where Tirst Commu “They come at six in the morning, screaming like covotes,” hi

nian has bean cela recalled. His brother and his brother's eight-vear-old son were the onl)

Lristabal (Balow)

brated for most of the ones on the ranch, " They broke down the doors with axes. 1hey took
ot furniture. our saddle horses, our catile, even our [l Kup truck
The:

town's 468 vears

His wife interrupted (L.oniinued on bagi
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J.III |'I-\- i/ i IIII"Il'lll---I |III|I'I Illllr-lr' IIII'III'-IlII I



Eva Cruz Martinez is 16, and her head is filled with dreams, She studisd hairstyling in Mexico City,

bt hera in San Cristdbal money is tight, Her father is ill. Mow she and her mother wait outside the

house of a moneylender. Finally an answer: Mo money available this morning; come back later
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T'hey carry antiquated weap-
ons and their formation is far
from precisa, but a march of
g hundred Indian rebals in La
Realidad on the eve of peace
talks created a sansation. Singe
the 1994 uprising they had
rarely appeared in daylight.

Claiming the namae
Lapatistas —after Mexican
Revolution haro Emiliano
Zapata—tihe rebels guard the
trua nama of thair spokesman,
Subcomandantae Marcos (be-
low left). Ha has described
himseall as "‘ownear of the night
[ard of the mountain, man
without a8 face and with no (o-
morrow.” A rebel for the 215
century, he posts his manieas-
tos an the Intarmet,

The governmant hoped to
dull his appea! by identifying
him as the privileged son of

a l|:IJ1'[1I'.|.|.'|'_-!' Ei:r'll-_“..-,i.rTl.'_-]H —and a

non-indian besides— but he
remainsg the symbaol of Indian
demands for land ownarship,
agonomic aid, and education.
His slated goal is to Tashian the
}',’.';lp.'-ll:li.:as. into a natignal po-
litical movameant

While condemning rabsal tao-
tics, Mexico's government ad-
mits tha legitimacy of their
complaints. And though fed-
aral money Tor fighting poverty
pours into Chiapas, not
anough, critice say, actually
reaches the people.

As B show of force, armed
govarnmant Humvees rumble
through La Realidad (below),
though the Zapatistas have
now declared thair mission to
ba & non-milltary struggle
Says Marcos: “"We invite all

those Mexicans who [want
demaocracy, liberty, and justice
for us and our children,"



CHIAPAS Rough Road to Reality

*"1They ve bheen saving that all the land in '::.|'|i.':|_ as belongs Lo
them. That's absurd. We are Mexicans, they are Mexicans

Banueleos too seemed to expect bloodshed. "1 always carry a
pistol now,"” he said. “1'd rather be in jaill than a
capture me. I'd rather die on the spot, defending myself

Evervone expected to kill or get killed, it seemed, but nobody
wis Killing. There's more violence in Mexico City in a week than
Lhere has been in the past 30 months in this war zone, where the
combatants have been shooting words instead of bullets. This
sharpened the anticipation. Maybe 1t all came from Marcos,

low them to

whose rhetoric s heavy with self-sacrifice
Kealiclad at a SNoew Year's

g0 Celehrated the second anniversary of the

waome of that couldd be heard in L
Fve party that a
Zapatisia rebellion. Chickens and hardworking women rule La

.||I|I-.'_-.|_|:"|

Realidad. The women carry firewood and babies and
tortillas over wood fires

The rebels hauled in a penerator s0 there could be marimba
music and dancing. Long after midnight one of the comandantes
produced a VUK and a TV, popped 1n a tape, and there on the
screen, with his ski mask and bandoliers, 4 pipe in hand and the
sounds of roosters crowing in the background, wis the champion

af the revolution
Marcos, ltke mreny Méexicans, combine: 4 sense of the absurd
with fateful views, He's invented fanciful pasts for himsell: He

ournalist thal

e ol worked as a waiter 1o San Francisecn

r|I|.': (i7"

and that he was gav. Tonizht he was grim: He spoke aboul a drn-
matic shift in goals, changing the Zapatistas {rom an army inlko o
national political movement. Then his speech took familiar flight,
embracing the extravagant expectations of Chiapas and Mexico
denth, darkness, glory, and redemption. :
“We were born in the night,” Marcos said. "And in the nipht

And in the mght we'll die. But the light will come in the
morning for all the rest, for all of those who today cry through the night,
for those who are denied the day, for those for whom death 15 a gift. For

all of them, 1

e v

e Lghl
when it was oveér, the Zapatistas turned off the TV, and Marcos

II'."- l'|l||=|'-.!-.'l'i|

exico was restless as I left it In Tuxtle the debtor's group El
Barzdn was planning a demonstration at city offices. Up near
Mexico City the volcano Popocatépet] was erupting. | flew
north from Chiapas right past the volcano and watched
brown ash explode out of its crater and smoke down its flanks
of heat and wind
Crver Netzahualedvotl and Mexico City I saw billows of smog; they did

notl hide clumps of Quorescent pink patches, market awnings that looked
To the north
green irmgated felds,

in st

ke poinseltias blooming among the gray blocks of houses

the heartland was a blend of dry brown flelds an

and | remembered the timelessness 'd seen there, the age-old patterns of
farm and village and church

Might fell as I flew northwest out of Mexico, sad at leavine this

WX

i National {:T'.'-_:__-;J'.'r_:':.l.' T

Luls Argueiio s wide
load won't cause a
traffic jam in down-
town Altamirano
Vehicles are so

soarce — and weages so
low —that 5 bulldar
finds it cheaper to pay
Arguello to haul lum
bear plece by pleca 1o

A building site. The

I !|'_|;'|.| vl [ L)



burdan of 1994's fight-
Ing, which claimad an
petimated 145 1o 400
lives—maostly rabels
and chviliang— hit this
grea nard. Nuns ata
local hiospital were vii-
ified by governmeant
supportars for treating

waunded rebels.

I'“r||','||';"'||" _|!I1?':'|_|__.'.i I|I'-I.I|'|'.'|;II il

magnificent
Slonale :::|'|-|l|| ] I_;'|I|I::.’|'-I of something Adalio .'I"u_-'II'EI.'..' .."'lIJ!.'-':' I, I I‘.'.'.'.::

pendent congressman, had aid in Mexico City, We were talking aboul

andscape and this nation of resilient, affectionate, and pas

Subcomandante Marcos, * There is political strength and appeal to
peaple who fight fora rural Mexico that couldn’t be and has never
been.” He waved at the window, where the noise of an outdoor market
filtered up from below. "“This 1s Mexico,” Agumilar saud. * 1his 15 the
Mexico we all don't want to acknowledge. Most people live 1h urban
noverty, scratching at modermity, part-time with nothing, and part-time
with things they can't afford. The only future that will work will recon
cile our past with that renlity
All Mexico, like Aguilar, knows chanpe is coming, “ The coin has been

tosserl. U one man sad. Ut stall hanes in the atr
Mo one knows what the future will be, but Mexico's character wil

help shape the path ahead: the love of life and land and family and fiesta

i . i 5 ! —TUhl —_— " - = B
thie ability o survive on shaky ground, the sallingness to work hard, the

sureness of belief, the stamina of patience, the gift of ileals. 1 lelt Mexico

with these strenpgths in myv mind, thinking of these neighbors of ours, the

peaple of Mexico, not with distrust butl with affection and respect

Ty i
.I"'.'l'llllfl'l | 7 0]
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LASHBACK

B FROM THE GEQOUGHAMHIC ARCHIVES
Grape Expectations in Mexico

Winemaking was afoot in 1922 in Parras de
la Fuente, Coahwila, With a harpist keeping
time, these men daily danced a ren-ton vat of
grapes into pulp. The juice was then drained
oft to make wine. “It is said that treading
grapes in this way makes a muach better
wine," the photographer's notes reported,
"Pressang grapes by machinery sometimes
breaks up the séeds, which give an unpleas-
ant taste.”

The Margués de Aguavo winery in Parras,
tounded in 1593, once claimed o be the ald-
est in the Americas. The business closed in
1989, This photograph was never published
in the GEOGRAPHIC,

Nalional Creograpli
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In 1995, LG's annual sales grew 40 to over US3S64 billion.

It"s nice to meet you.

It's Matt Ryan's job to lsten.

As 2 Senior Designer at LG Electronics Diesign-Toch, Matt must intimately undestand
the different acsthetics of cach European country. Andd then translate that underdanding into
mtelligently designed TVs, microwsves and other products. (Matt and his colleagues even
helped desigin their company's Red Qal: House headquartens)

At LG, we listen a lot to our custorners, W think that habit explains why we're laaders in
achvanced applications like thin-filw transistor l:quul crystal displavs and high-detinition TV

We're active In many other Inisiness areas 4o, induding DRAM memory chips, phanma-
ceuticals, and satellite communications.

And e same dedication and cistomer locus Matt Ryan and bis lellow designers bring 1o
their work, our 126,000 ather employess hring to our other areas of exportise,
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Obviously, Ford Ranger was designed around your busy day:
T i

- |

Ford Ranger SuperCab. Vo shebes lt-sall. But you may sl find the me 9 el your ronts rohers bty mave
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[t'e 1894, You've got a

interview.

Tomorrow.

1410 miles away.
GIDDYUP.

There was a2 time when people couldn't Cel el

chase their dreams any turther than a wathy sidie-foothur
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_ . _ [ Vil [isannr
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nest Town

Mgk uaneance
Driving changed all that.

) Lalvd virmictes IPNH Coan
It frees us from the constraints of place

paatl o e Dol
we go where we want, when weg want,
A Seebvartmn
And if we hit a red light, we know more
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surely than we know mast things in lite
Ui vefeldes switond o

1T will s00n turn green
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el [N MS.WHITE'S CLASS,
R el SOME OF THE BEST WRITERS e
L/ CAN'T EVEN READ YET. o

I DTNy A l'.|||'||||_'|'| Vi whes BB rhh ;|||||'I ‘-.-I'I|I_E.i|| i |
. L = i .'III:.I F & 4 3 it Il'l.
voung Hemmeway in Maareen White's kindersarten or tisst grade
claszes. Bur even if they don't go on to become great writers, these

'-r.:|||_1'|r'- |.|.!|||'-. '_:lllllirl'-|||'—_ i'l||| TR _~'~|||:r|'||||- |.'||-£-|||_'l'".:||r'_||_'

own storied to teach them o read. And shes doing it with the help ol
soyme truly remarkable "coaches” — their parents

Through a mixture of symbals, pletures and some rather creative scribbling,
Maureen's Haverhill, Massachusetts students "wnite stores, Then, ustng computers, their
coaches help them translate these stories into written words. So the children learm how
erters, wonds and sentences work, whitle their parenits, many of whom have ness tonched
a kevboard betore, leamn about compurers and word processing
And bath discover leamming s something vou ne

For her achievemenrs, Stare Farmeos p
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Belmd the Scenes

An Armadillo Armful

THE ARMADH LD was for sale Ton
i) pesos, says photographet
Tomasz Tomasrewsk:, who saw
this young vendor in g Y ucatin
doorway. "1 knew 1t 1 didn't bus
it IS only future was as SOHI. !
[ransacrion completed, [Tomass
ve off to release the creatre
As it walked into the jungle,”
sl V5 ||l|'__|'..-'. OO e |'l:'|. L
ke it could nor believe irs
luck.”™ Tomasz called home 1
Warsaw that rieht o fs
daughter Maryna's 17th barth
day, “Your present,” he toid

hm.'n-m:ieﬁﬂ irmiadlio,”

Been There Before

s LT Mt )] '.il :II-.l r|:|_- feeit kL
défa vu, Though photographer
Stuart Franklin often works i

oL e =Pl o ' _—
hexicn, he'd fever visibed II.I_

i [ ¥
waters off Campeche. Yet the S, !
N

Pemex il platform he was
shootine was oddly famihar.
Furns out be had been ther
betore—nst not m Mewnco,
He'd photographed the same
plattorm engght yvears before in
Scotland’s Morth Sea. Tis
name—and locanon—hag

been chaneged I the meantum

T iy,
L RhRRRL

A (58 1 b i & o i &

That Creative Spark

HE SAW the bovs carrying
cardboard boxes as they
dideed the talling bire-
works m Laxco, Mexioo.
Photographer David Alan
Hlﬂagﬁdﬁfhhﬁrﬂ
wonde Wiy *1 tast moved
1 with my ¢camera,” he says,
'u__.||.||:|_|_.,| fra :E.. I :.'_i". hatl
of sparks.” S00n s shire
wis on hre, but byvaranders
guickly beat our the Hames.
Savs Dave, “50 that's what the

boxes were os! Protection!™
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With its 215-hp V6. quick-ratio power steering and specially runed suspension, the Monte Caro® Z34°
i5 the car you can trust to make driving something more than just a means to an end. The 1996
Monte Carlo Z34. Personal space. From Genuine Chevrolet.

Monte Carlo /= Genuine Chevrolet
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The Unforgettable Cover Girl

ELEVEN YEAKS after she appeared on the June 1983 cover of GEOGRARHIC, people still ask Steve
McCurry aboot “the girl” =['ve heard offers of adoption . . . and marnage; somebody even has
a tareon of her face,” says the photographer, who shot the porerain v a crowded Afghan war-
refupee comp in Pakistan, Last vear this massive banner—peimed backward—was displayed in
Madnd ar an 'exhibit of GeOGRAMIC phatos. The face always antracts attention, Steve notes,
JE-L'II I NEYCE fl.,'l“.TH.J fFLEE -I'I-Ef TIETREE .I. .I.'I.il."dlf " ! .!:['I-E.':']:I:I-j 111 .I:‘].IL'_IE-T.EI'I. 'I-'i'l'lLI CONEREN RS 11D 1I-J4_I-L il hl:.".f'..II

N ‘ Found in the Transiation: Poetry
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ASK YOUR DOCTOR FOR A TRIAL OF ONCE-A-DAY

CLARITIN.

e —— — =

Experience 24-hour clear relief from seasonal nasal allergy symptoms:

itchy, watery eyes; itchy palate; runny nose; and

without drowsiness. In studies,
the incidence of drowsiness was similar to
placebo (sugar pill) at the recommended
dose. Drowsiness may occur if you take
more than the recommended dose.

for 24 hours, One dose per day
provides effective relief from seasonal
nasal allergy symptoms.

with a low occurrence of side
effects. Side effects occurred about as
often as they did with placebo (sugar pill).
Most comman were headache, occurring
with 12% of people; drowsiness, 8%;
fatigue, 4%; and dry mouth, 3%.

Montdrowsy antihistamines,
CLARITIN
oy

=HEN A5

. are avallable by prescription

sneezing.
Notity your doctar of other medication(s)
you are currently taking,

Consult your doctor for important
information concerning this product

For a $5.00 coupon and important
free information about seasonal
nasal allergy relief,

Call 1-800-305-5432 ext. 50

Once-a-day

Claritin

oms (loratadine)

ffEﬂl" Relier

Please sae following page for additional

impaortant mformation.
Compragn © 10N, Botaing Conpet sbian,

Kanilwerth, W] GICEE. A righia pooarved
g AREW  chosa/m0ss:o0 306 Freiws m LT

Visit our Web Site at: httpo/www.claritin.com



CLARITIN®
brand of loratading
TABLETS

Lang-Acling Antitislaming

BRIEF SUMMARY

(For full Prescribing Iriprmation, wea package inser |
INDICATIONS ANE USAGE. CLARITIM Tabists ate indicated for the
refigl ol nasal and and-nasal o seancnal allargie rhind, snd
far the managament of idiopathic chronic urbcaria
CONTRAINDICATIONG: CLARITIN Tabipts are contrasndicstec In
patierts who arte hyparsensitive 10 thes medication o 1a aay af s
mgredigrts.

PRECAUTIONS: Genaral; Pzbonts with ver imparsnent or rensl
insidficigney (GFR < 30 mLimin} should be giver 2 iower in@ial dose
E.?!FI“}FI.F:“!T ather day| because they have raduced cleafance of

Ihqh!ﬂ:liun Lorstadsne (10 mg once daly)] Ras bean saley co-
adminsstarad weh ! J#ulmu doser o eryinsontyesn cimebdine ang
mstoconazois i confrofed clircal pharmachioyy sodmes Al

wmereased plasma concentrahong (ALC 0-24 hrg) of loratadine &

t
o ] L
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E-ﬁnﬂﬂm Hdlllnﬂ. End impalrment ol Ferfility, In an
sy i mice BNy 2-peer |y In rals. ol
m-lmulm m1r|-|:mm=ime=uplnﬂrnum frice) and
) m-u.'hgrérmb In he caclnogenicsy Bhadlpg, nmtrmr.ntlmtln
BSsESEMIS wely Caried oul 1o dutermine arimsl exposure 1o the
grug. AL dats demonstraled hat hen expasure of mice given
40 mgfy of loratading was 3.6 Hmimtm #ig 18 (acinve metabaiile)

= higher than a Puman . Exposire of tats gheen
23 mghy ol lorziadine. was JEmnnm‘al and 67 metakaliE]
times Rrghar thah & human given 10 md/day, Male mice given
a0 had # sgnrdicantly Incdance o nepastcellus Rimom

[ el Adenomag and carcinomiag} than concurmenl conreds in

Mis. A sgnificanty hgher incxdance of N i tamors | com:
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IEI ard miziet @nd fomakes given I The climca: signif-
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They tall you your kid
has spina bifida.

You ory. And you Curse.
And you clench that tiny
new baseball mitt

i your hands and vow
navar to throw it away.

[t may take time, but
you will play catch with
YOUT* 801
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The earth has alwavs provided
food, water, and all that we
need. Today, as in the past,
American Incians recoginlze
the 1Im portance of I'. . | ing the
earth healthy. Give back to the
earth. Call for youw I||| action
packeat

1-800-THE-SOIL
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Jerusalem

Lenjoyed the article in the April 1996 issue because
Alan Maireon's observations were a lot like mine
when | wasin Jerusalem tn 1986-87. The city was
Lcﬂ as intolerant and confused then as it appears to
today. [ was ashamed to witness the separation
and enmity among the three groups. | chank it s an
ugly city where the worst in man is exhibited.

LARHEY L BROOKS
s Pawio, Frazn

This moving story of 3 spirtoal odyssoy misses the
puint of present tensions in the aty. Jerusalem is
nit simply a spiritusl home for three warld reli-
gions; it 15 the secolar center of the Stare of [sracl.

TRVING LOULS HOROWTTE

Profesanr of Scinlapy amil Palitiead Soumir

Rutgers Llstoesnity

New Brasaunck, New Joriss

The appearance is created that Jerusalem has equal
weight for all theee religions. In face only for the
Jews is it the one and only place of religious and
temporal sigmificance.
ROXANNE DOLUPE
Scotts Vallew, Caltfnruza

The Jewish population of Jerusalem has always
been predominantly Orchodox, but it does noe con-
sist promarly of ulira-Orthodox Hasidic Jews. In
realicy a4 wide spectrum exists among Orthodox
Jews in Isracl, And many Orthodox Jews do sup
port cultural events and arend umiversities.

ANDEEA BANK
Aibugmargue, New Mevien

The holiest spot for Judaism is not the Western Wall
but the Temple Maount, which it adjoins. The Mus-
loms forbud jews to warship at the Temple Mount.
This is why they pray at the Western 'Wall,
JEREMY GRALRS
Chmert, Feeael

Storming the Tower

Thank you forthe absolutely insane article on the
free ciimb of Trango Tower i Pakistan, This s the
GEOGRAFHIC at its best. The men who climbed
must be totally nuts. But they demonstrated beaun-
fully “mind over matter.™
TLURY MONOZAK
Maomereal, (e

As o fellow sport climber | found the physical
achievement of the ascent awe insprring, However,
| hardly think the end justifies the means. | can’t
help but wonder why the group allowed 3 voung,

mexperienced climber o decide for  himself

whether to proceed. And Todd Skinner’s rejection
of local law 1o come down after his visa expired is

more than poor ethics.
JOHN Del FILLO

Rt Ciry, Sousfl Dipkaia

Bill Harcher's phowographs create a sense of the
intimidating, unforpving cower and the skill and
sacrihce reguired tor such a feat. As memendous as
the climb itself was, | am equally amazed ar the
skills required 1o caprure it on film.

ROE DAVEE
Milbpmere, Marypland

| am curious to know whart they did with their
gathage and human wise.

PATRICIA STAMBOR
Seattle, Wesiringizis

Like wmiost momwntameers today, the climbers
burned or buried their modegradable refuse and
packed owut the rest—along with 200 or 50 pourds
of previous expeditions’ remmmants they packed up
alowg the way.

| made it! | chmbed the Trango Tower. My vervold
body ached from the effort. The article wos so well
written that I found myselt vicaniously reaching for
hand- and footholds to save my life and reach the
top. Age has notdulled my imagination, and | thank
the magazine for yet another pleasing advenrure,

CHARLES E. BLUINYES

LaFollette. Tenneriee

Trout

Cathy Newmuan's story was very entertaimng, bt
f.huhuuldh.:w: !numt_l.l'ﬂituT.umma Australin's
island state offers the trout fisherman a meces of
trout, magnificent locanons, uncrowded freéedom
to fish. Come down to Tussy; you will not be disap-

pointed,
10, ROGERS
Eaxt Beigleton, Victora, Aitdraln

Your arnicle was & true delight and a boon to marn-
kind—and o womankind and childkind as well.
Even the trour would have o like 10

WILLIAM WERTZE

Fyremnee, Paemarvliamia

[have always wanted to know what fly-fishing is ull
about, but [ was surprised that the article -;.i|1|'.! riot
mention anything about the pan a fish feels when it
bites into a hook. | would like to know what hap-
pens to the fish dat undergo the carch-and-release
experience. It seems as though it would be muore
humarne to just cook them for dinner than to set
them on their way agam o suffer another painful
1ah in the mewuth,
DARREN SO
Smgapore, dingapore

Experts debate whether, and to what degree, fush
feel pam. Most unglers do not cansider catch-and-
release mhumane.

When Fwas a voung girl, T rassed rainbow-trour fry
m a & -gallon twnk in our basement. T had many



i{:}.ﬂﬁhﬂ A and me

-5 4z

NN REEEFEPREPRPRPREPEREEEREBERBEBDEERENEDED



' E R R R R R R R E R R R E R EEEEEEE

~ GE Capital Assurance

will pass on genes, not bills.

MNothing beats a posiive outlook. Sall, 2 1 5 people over age 65 are expected to
spend some tune in a numsing home, Thats precsely why vou should consider long term
care imsurance from GE Capital Assurance. It a surprisingly affordable way to guarantee
vourself access to higher-quality home care and better nuraing homes, without having
to rely on vour life savings or Medicard. Call 1-800-992-3444 or ask a long term care

u.ru'-.'l.l':i-u: abhout the ]'-l.a:'rn prﬂ;ﬂu have trusted for more than 20 vears
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|:'|=|:|'1:|:r s wlong the way, including a 165-pound
mastiff, but none gave me a thrill like the

race r.:-f the trout at feedmp time.

HEATHER BAKER

Newark, Delnpare
Too little 15 being done to return streams and rivers
to the pristing condition necessary to sustain wild
trout. Instead we pump millions of hatchery fish
into our waters. How can fishermen feel joytul
spagging overfed artificial imports in streams no
longer able to sustain the spectacular wild species

natve 1o our waters?
GLUS JANCA
Ulshgura, ntatm

| believe itwas lzaak Walton who said, " The time
spent fishing is not deducred from your account.™

WILFRED DYKE
S0 Jobie's, Newfoundlasd

The arigin of the statement is obscare. The wisdom,

if mot this exact phrasing, bas been traced back toa
Babrylonian prroverd.

The Anasazi

Visiting Arizona’s Canyon de Chelly in May 1995,
| was much impressed by its powerful air. [ don't
know if 1 way the first Japanese visitor to the can-
yor, but no one l know has heard of the place. Visit-
g the canyon has led me to pay artention to ethnic
histores of Arizona and also o the recogniton of
ethnig problems in my district in Japan.
RYOKD YUASA
Sagrporn, fapan

Seen firsthand, there is no doubt that the cliff-top
ruins were defensive structures. But inconvenient?
Archacologists and others seldom scale these
heights during the ramy season, when the bot sum-
mer months are broken by frequent afrernoon
thunderstorms, Warter flows as from taucets near
many ruins, often precisely where the largest pots
have been found. High terraced dams, gnr?:unsu. and
tinaias [large earthen fars] are also common, reduc-
ing the need to “race and retrace’ one's steps o the
canyon floar. It 15 too easy o forget thar the Old
Ones were much more advanced than we are m
pracnical matters of survival,
LrALEMN HUNT
Wondlamd, Wandninpiog
A pood artcle suffered from the inclusion of canni-
balism theories, Christy Turner's work |s based an
amodel from faunal analysis. He assumes thatrsince
animals are butchered for human consumprion, hu-
man bones found in a similar condinon have result-
ed trom a similar cause. The applicanion of lorensic
analytical technigues by a number of archaeolo-
gists [including mysell) has shown violence and
mutilation, ritual and domestic violence, and moe-
tuary bone cleaning to be as likely a correct inter-
pretation as cannibalism.
PETER Y. BULLOCK
Musenm of Neww Mevico
Sants B, Mewr Mexico

Forum

Andrew Ellicott Douglass’s Matonal Geographic-
sponsored research undergicds much of the knowl-
edge behind David Roberts’s beautifully told “Old
Omes of the Southwest.” See the December 1929
issue, He used tree-ring growth to reconstruct rain-
fall data earlier than a. . 1000 and ascertained con-
struction dates for almost all building sies. The
dates showed soccessive abandonment for newer
sites, as mennoned by Roberts. Donglass’s classic,
elegant methodology remains a paradigm of re-
search: verifiable, repmtahh: 51 L, EVEDl s
ful and harmless. Its methods are nlmc:sr cqually
applicable 1o any kind of investiganon,
ARMAND E. SINGER
Wt Virgmua UDmiversaty
Morgmeroien, Wead Virgnnia

China's Buddhist Caves

You identity the Buddha as a sixth-century n.c.
Indian prince. He was born m Lumbim when there
was no India or Nepal. Present-day Lumbini Lies

within the borders of Nepal. _
HAJESH DHAKHWA

Clifton, Mew Jessey

1 think the mysterious offering (page 63) 1s a large
piece of newly drawn honeycomb, contaming inits
many cells nature’s sweetese gifr.
Al FREEBLIRNE
Ceneral Poms, Cheegon

Aran Islands
During a tiring tourof freland in 1993 we planned a
three-day rest at Imsheer, having heard that it was

the least commercialized of I'ht wlands, Upon our
arrival we looked around and saw nothing but dis-
mul skies and gray rock. My wifeand L had the same
thought: Why did we ever want to spend three davs
here? Bur Insheer worked s magic, Three davs

later we didn't want to leave.
WiILLIAMS [k FEENY

Verame, Wisconme

The history behind the mdividual family-coded,
handmade wool sweaters of the fishermen and thesr
canvas-covered boats would have added tremen-
dously ro the arncle. The highlight of any island vis-
it, though, is the narration of the colortul jockey
cart drivers as you bounce along the winding roads,
JOHN HALTINARN
Phivesie, Arizcmd

| feel sympathy tor those on both sides of the tourist
gqueston., While working summers in several ULS.

national parks, | saw frsthand the impact tounsm
canhave on a fragile area. Yet | also spoke with the
peopie who hﬂdglw:ltm:d to visit these faraway
places all their lives, The solution lies in people ask-
ing themselves, " How is what 1 want wo do going ro
aftect thus area?” betore doing anything.
JANET BOTTIGLIER
Lalnrsoood, (ki

Letters for Forus should be semt 1o Natronal Geographie
Mapazine, Box 37448, Washwgton, DUC. 2001 3-T448, or
by fax to 202-828- 3460, or pia the Internet to ngsfornei
nationulgrographic.com, Include name, address, and day-
timg teleplrome. Letters may be edited for clarity and space.
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Uncovering a Ritual
Center in Veracruz

FHR SEARLY & Century
archacologists have
roatted throsgh Mexico,
unCOvering remnants of
ancient civiliranons. Yot
new sites stll emerge,
offering tantalizing hints
that the story of Mexico’s
past 15 tar from complete.

In Verncruz state, Mex-
can archacologist Jaime
Cortes Hermandez has
been probing Cuajilote,
reported in the 1920s bur
virtually ignored since,

He has found thar it was
3 MAOT Ceremomal sire
from A, 400 o 800, with
saame 50 boiidimgs; today moss
are vegetation-covered moutids.
Two rows of pyramids Hanked
a broad avenue more than halt
A mile long, a Tumph‘ at ane end
arid a ball court ot the other.

Jurassic Frog Hops
Into the Record Book

EERAIT, THE FRAOSS FMPET O
Muppet fame, would recopnire
this puyv as kin. Bur he'd be
astorshed a1 his age and lus
home: Jurassic e rivers and
streams where the northern
Arizona desert 1= fodday.
That's where scientists ST
ported h1_.' the National
Lrecgraphic Socery found
the tiny, dehoare bones

of the oldest frog spe

cles vt known—1%)

million vears old, the
precurscr ol roday’s 4,000
i.]'l'lt_'. and toad species,

"“We have Hve praaftial skele
peems, pone morce than three
mches long,™ says Neil Shubin
of the Unversity of Pennsylva
mta. “The challenge was to find

A
e

Amaong the finds: a unigue

ateam bathhouse meant for
community ntual bathing,

Cortds Herndgndez and
Mational Geographic Sociery

.:I.:.h:arnlu!.-:v-r Cieorge E. Stuart,

whio visited Cuagtlote last vear,

ottt ‘what this animal
lovoked like,™
Shubin and Farsh A
lenkins, Jr., of Harvard
University, discovered the
hones during a 1983 expedinon
but did not identity them as
Iroggish until recently.

The creatures possessed long
hind limbs and fused tail verte-
brae tucked inside an elongated
pelvis that points toward the

ELONED T ETILVNT. ST

emphasize how the bunlders
imregrated rivers, streams, and
mountains into their desgn.
“This place is a beaunful exam
ple ol sites snll coming o light
m Mexico,” says

Stuart.

SERE EANLIN, ADEFTED FRAE IEAWIHE TH
wATTAND T A

head—=a whole suite af charac
teristics™ umique to frogs. Those
are precisely the features that
enable a frog to jump.

The oldest previoushy knowm
trog lived 175 milhon years ago
in what is now Argentina. The
resedarchers combined the Latn
prosaiire, "to leap torward,”
and Navajo bitis, "high over
it,” (o name the Arizona critres
Prisalmris bilis.

AUGUST 1996



Now is the time to experience the endless adventure of Mexico.

::;,;:T,: :E,m:,w ﬂtﬂ,—,. he pages of this issue of National
regpetatinn ol thie stanniong Geographic can only hint al the marvels,
ety of thve Coribbenn See. Jovs and mysteries awaiting you in Mexies, Come
tdiseover for yoursell and enjoy the endless
pxperience and adventures of our country. Come
o Mexien and begin an endless journey.

To discover more about Mexien today, call amy of
thise numbers any e, and you will promptly
receive all the infurmation you need.
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Mo-0-0-0-ve Over
for Cow-tography

HALF HOLSTEIN,  half
Angus, and all Ametican:
| hars vass LA ol
"alm Beach Gardens,
Flornda, a six-year-old
oW that cornes by her
rarme naturally.

Lrwner Billy Bowman
saws fe Radn't nobioed this
prime example of cow-
toggraphy untl “my city
shicker martner, Bohby
Callaway, poanted it out.
We just named her right
there,” Bowman's heard
of cows that bear Mickesy
Mouse's immage but jokes,
“That's edsy; maps are hard! ™

Bowman™s 2.000-head herd s
i stew of beel and dairy cartle
Most bee! cows foom end up in
tecdlors. but nor Miiss US4
“She'll be with us till she dies.”

“*That map of America

e vOoass

has saved her life

Farmer Washington's
Revolutionary Barn

| HAVE RESOLVED 1o bratld o
Barn and treading floor at
Dhogue Run,™ George Washing-
ton wroble m 1792 of his Mount
Veronon plantation. He desiypned
3 WML Lh | f-s3cded butldme:
which horses would walk in a
circuiar path on wheat straw (o

separate the grain, which then

ted | '._Irllli!.'IIF slits 1 the tioor
nto 4 storasge room below
Prestdent, general, and sur
ceyor, Washimgron was trly a
tormer at heart. Moumt Vernon
s re-creanng his barn to spot
[he new barn,
1o be dedicated next month,
15 NEAr Wasngion 8 man
sion an the Potomac River,
three miles from the origmal
site: Dogue Run 15 now cov-
ered by subnrban homes
*Washmgton reabized
thar the tobaceo market was
i dechine, so he moved o
wheat,” savs Dennis Pogue;
Mouwnr Vernon's director ol
restoration. Bur he only wsed
the barn for a few vears; in
| 796 the President bought a
portable threshing machme to

diy the 10,

i il i
light this role
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Discovering a Gene to
Fight Rice Blight

W SCIENTIFIC TERMS, and human
. 3 PR
erms too, it's a breakehrough:

L 2liarmn |".-I'-.L'-.| sClEntists

have tor the first e cloned 3
|'||-L'.'I'-I.'-I'I"-|I‘.'_'."I'Ir !:I"'II' il r|'|| e
plant, an important food scaple
(LAEOGRAMHIC, May [994

Ceenie Xall helps rice plants
resist o bacrerial dissase called
teaf blight, The ream engineered
new varketies of rce contammng
the getie and showed that the
[IE"WN i'I-“'-"-" and thewr descen-
dants alsp ward off the disease,
which can wipe out a crop.

Pamela Ronald of the Ling-
versity of Caliorma, Davis
[above, at centerl, noies that
bacteria frequently develop new
borms, s disegse resistance sn'e
iways permanenr, “This gene

I511 § 8 e -d14., LEli

Wkl Th%,

‘bur it's an important tool.

LXRIS WEIS FRAUR
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Muamiber Link

WILDLIFE AS

A strong |1r|_'||r|'|-11|-: tin] enables a black spider
monkey o hang from even the most Thmsy
branch, freemng its arms and legs to reach for
a fruit or tender leaves. On the underside of
the tatl tip 15 a bare tactile pad that ensures a
tght grip for such maneuvers, One of the
largest frugivore monkeys of South America
the black spider monkey swings in graceful

looping curves through the upper foress

-

il -'-"i L™ ] "'i'lln"l'r'i'l'.;i;
i | ladles Manes BN

CANON SEES IT

canopy m search of favored fruat, Though still
widespread, this chamung monkey has been
driven o exunction m many areas where i
used 1o be abundant, a result of habitat loss

and hunting pressure, As a global corpora-

on commitled to social and environmental
CONCems. we oun m worldwide etHons
promole greater awareness of endangered

species tor the beneht of future generations,

l e
B et T e
Canon
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THE ALL NEW SRUNNER

lt's no surprise that only the smartest, most aggressive
alJ¥Vs are able to climb their way to the top of the auto-

motive food chain, What's also no surprise, is that's where

vaou'll find the new Tovota 4Runner.
To begin with, its more powerful 183-horsepowe: V6 engine” declares this is an
off-road vehicle with some teeth to it. Yet no matter how far into the wilderness
these horses carry you, you're never far from civilization. The new 4Runner has a
more spacious interior. Leather-trimmed seats.* An available premium six-speaker
stereo/cassette/CD player. And, thanks to its lower step-in height, even easier access
to all this refinement.
The legendary Toyota 4Runner, that rare vehicle capable of satisfying your
desire for comfort, while at the same time, satisfying your more aqgressive

animal instincts.

& TOYOTA 4RUUNNER
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EXPLORER &

lOTH ANNIVERSARY

B EXPLORER. AUGUST 25 7 FML BT
“THE BREAM J0B," savs Bovd Matson,
Narional Geographic EXPLORER —cven when

hist of

it involves hmdl'mgn mattlesnake from his
native Texas (top left).

EXPLORER throws an anniversary party, in
u new time slot on THS—7 pom, E'T. *"We'll
reach an even wider audience,” says Nanonal
Geographic Television President Tim Kelly,
“And we'll conmmuoe sending Bovd imto the field
to bring viewers the great stories the world
has o tell,” Stories from the human world:
Wodaabe bachelors in Niger exaggerate
eXpressions fo atract a wife during courtship
contests. Stories from the natural world: Volca-
nologss Maourice and Kana Krabr journeyed
o infernos unml an eruption in Japan claimed

theérr lives. Stones from bencath thescast A 16-
foot  greets a filmmalier in the cerse
wilters o Pugnt Sound. Stories from the land:
Zebras court on the African savanna.
Mroducers gleaned these and other momenss

from nearly 340 hourys of programming—a
decade of work that brought the world home.

B PFROGRAM GUIDE
National Geographic Specials
NBC. See local listings.
Mational Geographic EXPLORER
TS, Sundays, 2. m. ET until Ausust 25

Mationn| Geographic Videos and Kids Videos
Call 1-800-343-6610
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Monarchs: A Multinational Asset

SKIES OF WONDER: The long-distance migranon of
memarch buttertlies in eastern North Amenca may
be in jeopardy, Last April representatives from
Mexicn, the United Stares, and Canada agreed o
discuss ways 1o preserve the monarchs’ shrinking
winter habitat in Mexico, reduce the use of herbi:
ciddes on milkweed —sole food of monarch lar-
viie —and encourage young students in all three
COUNEres to count the migrating monarchs.

After breeding in the ULS. and southern Canada,
huge numbers of the butterflics gather in staging

FRALME CRAMTIRE, BIMOEE SETa®iE

areas and head south, some fving more than
2000 miles. They winter in fir forests in the volca-
nic highlands of south-central Mexicn.

But in Mexico, of ar least rune wintering sites,
only five, totaling just 62 square miles, are desig-
nated sanctuaries. Despite government restric-
tions, some forest has already been cleared by
poor farmers and commercial loggers, and more
t4 under pressure. **We're not going to have a
monarch migration in 20 years if those reserves
aren’t expanded and protected,” says dean of
monarch rescarchers Lincoln Brower of the Uns-
versity of Florida.
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BEYOND DARWIN

Climb into the Johnson Sea Link submersible and plunge 3,000 feet
bencath the surface as history's first deep-diving expedition o
the Galapagos probes depths where no camera has
gone before. Share the discovery of over two
dozen new specics and the caplure of
creatures never before scen or even
named! Be part of the expedition
scientists will be wnting
about lor years,

EXPLORE YOUR WORLD"™

WORLD PREMIERE
SUNDAY, AUG. 18, 9 PM ET/PT D ,‘.!E.I:!

Encore Presentation: Tuesdoy, August 27, 8 PM ET/PT e

mlmnﬁhﬁnﬂm”m http//www.discovery.com



The best filmmaking
in the W()I'ld...

PNATIONATS
3 a-*w,?* TC

For three decades, National (Ge meriphic s set the stanciud for spellbang-
ing television documentaries of explontion and discovery. Now you can
experience these landmark adventures into the unknoswn in the 90-minut
video, 30 Years of National Geogroatdie Specieds, wvailable tor only 51895

Join the first American expedition 1o Mount Everest. Enter an undersea
world of danger and beauty with Jucques-Yves Cousteau. Track ugers in
Indix, elephants in Africa, alligators in the Amencan south, And go into
the wild with ploneers such as JTane Gooall

I order your copy, il woll |
| il NATIONAL

1-800-627-5162 GEOGRAPHIC

Monday through Fodoy, % am. o8 pom. El W deo
(TD unly: 1-BS48-5707T) 1145 17th Street N.W
Chrcder Casde 187970 Washineton, DO 2036688
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EARTH ALMANAC

Noisy Skies Over the Wilderness

FEACE AND QUIET i in a holdmg pattern over 130
national park sites—abour a third of the system —
where notée problems caused by aircratt over-
flights have been reported. From Hawai o North
Carplina, tourists in the parks” friendly skies are
causing angst on the ground. About BO,B00 scenic
flights a year now take tounsts low over thc
Cirand Canyon, for example, nearly three nimes
the number in 1987, when the WNanonal Parks
Owerflights Ac was passed.

[hat act put nearly half of Grand Canyon
National Pack off-limits to Bight-seeing planes and
helicopters; those that legally buzz over are
restricted to fight corridors. Solitude-loving back-
packers and other crinics say the act 150"t worsmg

HICHERD Doty

Seals or Cod: A
Raging Canadian Issue

WHEN ATLANTIC COD numbers
crashed in 1992, the Canadian
EOVErnment regard ed the harp
seal as an important culprt.
This year offictals encouraged
sealers and our-of-work fisher-
men to hant the speces, which ts
not endangered, by raming the
limit o 250,000, The gquota wall
likely be met. Last yearwhen it
was 186,000, bad weather and
ice condinons held the harvest
to 65,000 seals, including this
one in the Gult of St. Lowrence,
Any seal with a gray coat may
be killed; commercial hunting of

NATIONAL

voung whitccoar pups for ther
pelts was halted in 1987 aher
widespread proteses. Bur that
campaign also dried up markets
far other seal products, such as
sealskin and oll, markets the
EOVEFNMENT WANTS 10 rejuvenate.
Meanwhile, hunters are paid a
subsgidy for seal mear, stll eaten
in eastern Canada.
Conservationists charge that
many male seals are killed only
for thedr sex organs, prized as an
aphrodisiac by Asians, inciuding
those 1in Canada, And oppo-
nents reject the government's
contention that harp seals eat
too much Adanne cod, “Their
diet includes more than 1040
SpECIcE —Ihey
rarely eat Ar-
lantic cod,”
saws Dhavid
Lavigne, exec-
urive director
of the Interna-
tional Marine
Mammal
Assoclation.
“Basically, the
cod mdustry
collapsed
because of
overtishing.™

GEOGRAPHIC, ALGLUST

“Saund bleeds from those cormidors inoo ths
tlight-free 2ones — so they're not noise free,” savs
Dave Simon of the Natonal Parks and Conserva-
non Association Safety, more than aesthoncs,
comcerns the Federal Avianon Admimstranon,
which may soon ssue revised rules for Grand
Canvon pilots, Since 1980, ar least 60 people have
died 1n Hight-seeing crashes in or near the camyon.

. EOCRAETE

Whooping It Up

RECORD HIGH. 158 endangered
whooping cranes salled into
Aransas National Wildlite Ret-
uie and viciniey in fexas last
winter, Consetvanon has helped
this wild Hock wing back from
NESr eXHNCfTm. HE{JHS-L" ol
hunting and habitar loss, only
1 5§ craned were reported here
m 194 1. Last winter's count
mcluded 28 chicks, alsoan
all-time high, From its summer
nesting grounds in Canada, the
Hock will rerurn to Aransas in
Ocrober,
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O Assignment

Making an Issue
of Mexico

[T WAS the magazine article that
grew, U Mexico was planned as a
g story,” says ihistrations ed:-
tor [OHX ECHAVE, “buat the Fdi-
toe felt the pictures were so
god, and thers was 5o much 1o
gav, that it fust took off,”"

Adso taking ott were free-
ance writer MICHAEL PAREIT,
with wite Suzanne, whi covered
Mexico in his Cessna, Anded by

HH TCHAYL SR COWHIE FHELEE; &7 BIEE ERIEPTNE, AL (ET CHTREEN L | f&im LOrnT

photographer [EsUs LOPEZ, who
worked wonders tor several
srafters on this 1ssue —even talk-
It one Writer' s way oot of a
hostile sttuatnion— Mike wove
text trom strands supphed by
pur reporters in the field (tacing
page] and from the photogra-
phers who preceded him, S1u-
ART FRANKLIN captured Mexico
City from 4 high-rise perch, and
ALEX WERR took one small step
lor man—and photography —in
a Monterrey muoseam. Davin
ALAN MARVEY ook mum in
Zacatecas, and TOMASE
TOMASTEWSKL shar 8 demon-
stration i San Cristobal, The
g1 [omass saw in One fown
procigmmmg, m bve languages,
“Mo Photographers Allowed"
wiih an exception. The four sent
g tofal of 2E5) rolls of film
back to headguarters, where
LONNTE PHELPS steered the lay-
out of prctures and final design,
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ON ASSIGNMENT IN MEXICO

“We were there to put the
sounds and tastes and textures
of Mexico onto the page, ” says
Pt VESTUIND about our team
of six journalises, mcluding
CHARLES Kaayse, Latin Amer-
ica correspondent for PEY'S
MNewes Howr with [im Lebrer,
This past March they fanned out
ACTOSSs the coantry in search ol
the real Mexico, supplying the
larest firsthand nformaton to
writer Michael Parcfit.

Prirt found Rosa Martines
Lopes, an enterprising teenage
weaver who sells handicrafes
tor her village of Zindcantan,
Writer Avy WiLLiass and inter-
preter Livia Runio shared 7 tra-
dinonal Sunday fanuly pienic
m Mexico City"™s Chapultepes
Park. In Michogcan 3 Tarascan
WOman tmught writer CASSAN-
DA FRANKLIN-BARRAJOSA ail
she needed o know about
crushing dried insects 1o mike
red dve. Former statters SANDRA
DRGLE, now with the dan [he-
ga) [mion-Trilume, and FalL
SALOPEK, from the Chicagn

I'mibreene— both tiuent e Span-
imh—also contributed fo this
special issue. Paul traveled to
the Sierra Madre mounmmns of
Chihuahua to mmterview Tara-
humara Indians; Sandra hit the
streets of Tijuana —where shi
lives —to find harmony with
Jorge Vargas, one of the town’s
snging policemen. “He speaks
'.|_|,:l.' nice English."” she savs of
the lieurenant, “thar be learned
[T '-'l-.’lfl.l'.ll'l:nl. o LTS A% A
lietle kid."

[he real Mexicor? Qur people
found it in her people.
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Introducing the Kodak Advantix system.

Take pictures. Further.
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